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THE CITY.

THE memorandnm of association of the
Merchants’ Exchange Club appears in the
Official Gazette issued yesterday.

TeE Northern Belle Mining Company
(foreign) has been registered, with Kaslo as
the place of business, and’ $250,000 in $10
shares as the capital.

TuE amended notice defining the mining
divisions of the Provinee is officially pub-
lished, this being a substitute for the notice
of the 24th November.

Norice is given of the application to the
Legislature for authority to build and %.
ate a tramway line from the Silver King
mine to Nelson, and also to erect smelting
works.

Mg. ARTHUR CARTWRIGHT and Miss
Martha Akerman, both of Salt Spring
TIsland, were united in marriage on Wednes-
day last, at the residence of the bride’s
father.

James KENNEDY OWEN, arrested on Wed-
mesday evening on a warrant charging him
with habitual neglect to provide for his wife
and family, will appear for trial at the Pro-
vincial court this afternoon. ‘

REv. J. B. HasrAM is confined to his bed
by an accident which is very peculiar. It
occarred while he was asleep, his knee cap,
which had been injured years in a foot-
ball match, again slipped out of i

THE act to secure uniform conditions in
policies of fire insurance is to come into
force on the lst April next and not the lst
January, as originally provided. . An official
notice to that effect has just been issued.

TuE Nelson Hydraulic Mining Company,
limited liability, has been established to
take over the mining lease and rights of J.
Fred Hume, Joseph F. Ritohie and George
W. Richardson. The stock will be $100,000
in $5 shares.

Miss NorTHCOTT, of the Victoria West
school, who is retiring from teaching, has
been presented by her pupils ‘with an ad-
dress and a beautiful piece of jewelry in
token of the very cordial relations that have
always existed between teacher and scholars.

Tue Clayoquot Fishing and Trading Com-
pany, limited liability, publish their memo-
randam of association, Magnesen,
Cecil Fletcher and Robert A. Cunningham,
all of Victoria, as the trustees. The stated
object is to ensage in the business of fish-
ing, sealing and trading generally ; thecap-
ital stock to be $15,000, in $100 shares.

THE business of the Victoria Chemical
Company is for the future to be carried on
hy a limited liability company of that name,
of which the memorandum of association
has just been published by J. W. Fisher, J.

"A. Hall, Fréderick Moore and Walter
Morris, all of this city. The capital stock
* will be $100,000 in 2,000 shares of $50 each.

Darnier R. Young, builder; Albert F.
Griffiths, bookkeeper, and William R. Rob-
ertson, accountant, all of Vancouver, give
notice of c:uochnml:i ui k?;i‘ m B::l G:ld
Minin, mpany, lim ty, with &
;?nudg sepital «fssoi..m in $10 shares.

heir principal object ig to carry on mining
opont.% at Boston Bar, on the Fraser
river. ; Sy 3 5

PROVINCIAL appointments just gazetted
are of Chas. A. R. Lambly, to be gold com
missioner for part of Yale distriot,
Lumby, deceased; Jas. D. Byrne, to
ficial . for . Vanconver.

0 : ira
trict; %Vm . Bowron, to. be. assayer

Barkerville; and 8, Y. Wootton, of Vie-|©

toria, to be registrar of joint stock com-
panies for the Province. ¢

THE case against Arthur Carruthers for
the killing, of Wee Don, upon which the
jury disagreed recently, was yesterday for-

y adjourned to the next assizes. This
was the only remaining case of the original
docket, and ag it was not the desire to pro-
ceed with any of those which have matured
within the t few weeks, the fall assizes
were formally declared closed - yesterday.
after the Stroebel confession business had
been disposed of. - J i

Taz Shuswap Milling Company, limited
liability, publish a memorandum of assogia-
tion, with James Mclntosh, John Andrew
Mara and James Vair, all of Kamloops, as
trustees. The intention expressed is that
the mew corporation shall take over the
business of the Shuswap Milling Company,
the Kamloops Waterworks Gonguy and
the Greely Creek Shingle Mill ompmg.l
The capital stock is stated at $100,000
$250 shares.

¢ CHARLEY ” BROWNE, one of the best
known and most popular stewards in Vic-
toria, was on Wednesday ev united in
matrimony to Miss Ada Pearce Hosking,
also of this city. The ceremony fook place
at St. John’s church, Rev. Percival fml
officiating. The bride was given away by
Jas. Willoughby, an old friend of the family.
Miss Gertrude Hosking was bridesmaid,
and the groom was supported by Wm. Mal.
lender. The happy. couple will for the
present take up their residence with the
bride’s* mother, as Mr. Browne intends to
spead the sealing séason as steward of the
Sapphire, - ¢

\ THE annual mesting of the Methodist Mis-
sionary Society was held in the school room

of the Metropolitan Methodist church last.

evening, there being a good attendance. No

but b“fﬂﬁl mupo:t ht:;
ever, but an interesting report showing
advancement of missionary work through.
out the Dominion, Newfoundland, Jmlr
and Chins was read, setting forth also that
during the year the total membership of
the society had been 13,131, whilst ita in-
come was $37,974, an increase of $2,000
over last year’s collections. After the re-
port had been read the_rmdnderu " ’lgf the
evening was t pleasantly an were
contributed me ﬂndl.

THE provisions so thonghtfully brought
by the children of the publie to help
to secure & merry Christmas for some of
their poorer neighbors, were in part distri-
buted yesterday, and the work will proba-
‘bly be completed to.day. The distribution
is being wade from an office opened in the
Kirk block for the At this place
the President of t‘l,: . C. Benevolens So-/
-cie%".l.‘; J. Barnes, and the Secretary, W.
H. n, were very busy yesterday super-
vising the dispatch of the " goods, and the
received very great sassistance from J. ﬁ?

“Whiteside, in the t task of sorting out
the contents of the hundreds of well-sl::l

bags which had been brought in by the little
rk was fairly under

way the place had something the

of a well-stocked grocery store, .l‘lu a8s0rt-

ment of provisions was very large, and the

*quality was of the very best, this being par-

ticularly noticeable in regard to the pota-

:tro;_t,, Darsnips, onions l:ld o:ther

ere was & good supply of tea, sugar, flour.
oatmeal, tinned salmon, fruit and gn;ervel:
and to make up any deficiencies the children

filled, and there still remains enough to sup-
xy about half that number. One of the
es served lives as far out as Swan
Lake, and several boxes have been sent as
f&r as the Jubilee hospital and Victoria
est.

A FATAL accident is rcsoned from Beaver
Point, Salt Spring Island, the victim being
& young man named Clark, an employe on
Mr. John Popienburger’s ranch. Clark was
engaged in burning down & large pine tree
and neglected to allow for the wind, which
was blowing strong from the west, in cal-
culating how it would fall. The result was
that he was crushed to the ground, dying
almost instanteously. “An inquest was not
considered necessary.

PILOTAGE MATTERS,

Captain Gibson, who was in Victoria yes-
terday and whose vessel is now loading at
the Hastings mill, said that he had no con-
nection whatever with the meeting of ship

ptai at ver, referr to in
‘* Ancient Mariner’s” letter. So far as

ilotage matters were concerned, he had no
ault whatever to find. In fact there was
not a port in the world where cheaper
pilotage could be had than in British Colum.
bia._ A pilotage system to be efficient must
of necessity be compulsory ; otherwise the
pilots would starve. Although always com-
mander of an Amerioan ship, he had come
to British Columbia for the past ten years,
visiting Puget Sound only once, and during
all his vilitall;ér;ul;l: had taken a ;l)‘ilot -and
was perfect i to pay the rates
charged, and mu:gideredlm them ‘most
 reasonable. There was one branch of the
shipping service here, however, he had to
find fault with. That was the manner in
which. the harbor master’s office was ad-
ministered. N At every other port he had
ever sailed into, in paying harbor dues a
copy of the harbor regulations was -handed
to the skipper. However, what he par-
ticularly found fault with was the indignity
he was subjected to last year in Esquimait
harbor, where his ship was moved from one
horage to another, notwithstanding the
fact that there was nothing in the harbor
regulations to show that he was out of place.
This had forcibly cost his ship money, and
he considered it a very outrageous proceed-
ing altogéther. The incident he had repre-
sented to the Dominion authorities' at
Ottawa;” and he expected to receive a satis-
factory explanation as well as a return of
his forced outlay,

Capt, Gibson commands the bark
Colorado, owned by the Victoria Lumbering
and Manufacturing Co., of Chemainus, and
an American bottom. He has many friends
throughout the Province.

MARINE MOVEMENTS.

Though - advertised to leave yesterday
morning for Nanaimo and thé Island ports
‘on her run, the Vancouver steamer Mermaid
disappointed those who had intended to be
ruengeu by her from the Capital. They

ound that she had not yét arrived, and the

meagre information was. forthcoming that

the report was current she had been

“wrecked” d Tuesday night. The

scene of the accident ‘is said to have been
bor, Salt Sp

qun!n SEALER CLEARS,

The se schooner Brenda, in command
-of Captain ke, with a crew of 26 white
men all oleared at the customs yester-
day for the North Pacific Ocean. She is
bound for the Ja; coast, where she will
hunt seal during the coming season. She is
provisioned for a long crunise and will no
doubt remain at sea until next Fall,

'LOCAL IMPROVEMENT.

There was a good attendance last evenin
in the Board of Trade building at the ad-
jonrned debate as to whether the ** Local
Municipal Improvement System be Desir-
meeting as mover of the resolution in the
affirmative, and Mr. B Williams acted as
leader of the opposition. Rev. Archdeacon
Scriven proddedp in the absence of the chair-
man, Mr. Steavenson, -

Alderman Belyea explained the worklns

of the by-law in detail, which he contende
was the only system under which improve-
ments could be carried out seeing the
present state of the city’s finances,
" The following gentlemen took part in the
debate which was .blﬁe sustained : The
Bishop of Columbia, v.. Mr. Taylor,
Messrs.

Alderman Belyea made an admirable
speech in reply, in which he dealt with the

the other side, -

The motion was finally carried, on a show
of hands, by a majority of twelve.

Bishop Perrin drew attention' to the fact
that the next mee of the society will be
held in the Cath -schoolroom on Janu-
ary 4, when a selection from the Midsum-
mer’s Night Dream, to be‘ followed by a
musical programme, will be " given.

THE COAL TRADE.

J. W. Harrison writes as follows relative
to the present condition of the San Fran-
oisco coal trade : *‘ Since the last Anstra-
lian mail there have been the follo ar-'
rivals from Newocastle, N.S.W.: Westgate,
2,704 tons; Lucipara, 2,850 tons; total, 5,534
tons, The light arrivals for the past thirty
days, and the swall quantity that can pos-
sibly arrive from Australia during the next
sixty days, enables holders to maintain
z.l figures. The market generally is in

} Tonct s B T
very among jol -who
appear solicitous to reduce their stocks,
fearing to have too much on hand lest it
lhonltf in the near future prove a non-
dutiable artiole. Is is generally believed
;'h_st thah duty will be taken off, but there

mug!

.  The
the Ways and
June lst pext. With this in view every.
wholesale dealer is aiming to have as small
& quantity as possible on hand of f
bimmino;l coal wﬂ!'h‘b: the change es

'here opposition,
m«. from some i;?.:';“ua sections

against changing the present coal tariff.
A HIGH VALUATION.

had broughi, in §19.45 in oash. - Forty fami. | dred

Ties, to the society, were served
!yu;o y-each receiving Ityl.lrgo box well

Scaife, Colton, Bostock and Hinton. |

various objections raised by speakers on|da

" STROEBEL’S CONFESSION.

Lizzie Bartlett Gives Some Further
Details of the Story Coolly
3 Told to Her.

The Condemned Man Too Late .in
Offering His Explandtion
to the Court.

The truth in regard to the murder of
John Marshall, of Sumas Prairie, will pro-
bably never be known, for although Albert
Stroebel has confessed himself guilty of the
crime, his statements as to what happened
on the awful 19th of April are so much at
variance in material “particulars that it is
impossible to tell which, if any, is worthy
of belief. He changed his mind yesterday
in regard to ‘‘ giving the whole ptory ” 1o
the public—acting under advice he said—
and has not yet made the statement which he
expressed himself on Wednesday as anxious
to present. Since the sentence of death was
pronounced upon him, his longest conver-
sations have been with Lizzie Bartlett, who
was the first to receive from him the
acknowledgment that the crime was his.
She was seen- at her hotel last night, after
her return from the theatre and before the
arrival of the carriage which was to. take
ber to the steamer—all the witnesses from
Huntingdon return home this morning. Her
parration of what Stroebel told her, sand-
wiched in with gossip of the play, is as
below 3

** WhenI went to see him Wednesday
morning,” she explained, *I said, * Al, 1
want to ask you what "about this, and I
want\ you to tell me straight—was it you
did it? He didn’t say anythmg for a
second, and then he says : ¢ Yes, I'm guilty
all right.” Then he went on and told me
about it. It was about eight o’clock or
balf-past and they was sitting at the table
and got quarrelling over me. Al says
Marshall called me a vile name, and he
couldn’d stand it from no man.
says to him, ¢You should have ; it would
have been better to have got out and not had
any fuss.” ¢ Well,’ he says, * that’s not my
style, I wouldn’t take it from no man.’
Then Marshall threatened to kill him and
threw a chair at him. He dodged it and
then Marshall went out-doors'and over to
the woodpile and got the axe., He was
coming in with it when Al gave him the
first shot in the forehead. He dropped
almost against him, and AL Bays
he didn’t know for * sure whether
he was dead or not, so he turned the body

over and gave him the other bullet—=zo as to | hand.

make sure he wouldn’t come to and tell, T
suppose. He says he was 80 mad he didn’t
know what. he was doing. Then he took
the axe—Marshall got the cut on his nose
by falling on it—and put it back by the
woodpile, shut the door and ‘came home., I
don’t see how he kept so cool when he cameé
home. He kept his nerve right along and he
nover shed one tear till he was talking to
me Wednesday. I didn’t ask him anything
about the purse.. I thought he was telling
the truth, because it wouldn’t do him no
good not o now.”

e et 3

When the court met in the morning A.

G. Smith, deputy atto: -general, was in
sthndmoedz ct{e repr:.yent‘ﬁvo of

Fell, Stroebel’s’ OZunul

occupied seats at the solicitors’ table, bus

|, T i v, T 2 ot D

had been

the court that the prisoner  Stroebel
madeiuqnuttobodlowodwrmr and
make a statement, and in accordance with
the wishes of the eonnsel for the condemned
man he now, on their behalf, formally made
the request for an order for his appearance
in court, sa; g‘.m. ¢

His Lordship said he had happened to
hear beforehand of the intention to make
this application, and he had been thinking
over the matter. The former practice had

{been to issve a writ of habeas oo?u to
OF any

bring a prisoner before the court

purpose—as & witness, for instance; but the
new practice was wmerely to issue an order.
A judge never issued an order under cir-
cumstances like the present, becanse a con-
demned man could not be put into the box
88 a sworn witness, his oath being worth-
less, as his life was to terminate on a certain
d&.y,ﬁand there oonl{in 3 -
effective prosecution oue:} jary. He
bad, however, jurisdiction top‘;]o as re-
quested, and he would be not at over-

lteppinfd the duties of a judge in isfuing, as|;

he would, an order that the p er be in
attendance at 2:30 o’clock. :

The court then adjourned until the time
mentioned.

When the court next met, the room and:
gallery were densely crowded, the publica-
tion in the morning of the statement made
by Stroebel to the CoLONIST on the previous
y having whetted the curiosity of the
public as to the complete details he then
promised to give in court. The prisoner
when brought in was placed in the dock.
He appeared to have lost a trifle of the self-
confidence displayed all through the trial,
and looked & bit'worried. No counsel ap-
peared for him, for though Mr. Morrison
and Mr. Fell were in court they sat with the

ublic in the reserved seats inside the rail.
early i:;ll the ju?
occupying their former seats, as spectators.

’Hil: Lordship’s first words when he took
his seat upon the bench were, ‘“Where is
Mcr. Morrison.” i
.mMr.tE.mianr—L am inforul::d. Your Lord-

, that Mr. Morrison no longer appears.

is Lordship said if the object now de-
sired was that the prisoner should make a
statement to him, he mmst say that he had
no earthly power to receive it. Before the
Brlnner was sentenced he was asked what
e had to say.  He gave his answer, and
there was nothgn more. - That con-

clu the matter so far as His Lordship
was concerned, for once a judge had ren-
dered judgment he was out of the case. If
the object was that he should take judicial
notice of the statement which the prisoner
desired to make, this would fail, as he was
quite powerless to receive it. There was a

q
‘mbytha prisoner might be addressed
in'| but it must not be b ni?. Lordship that it

:)htonld be transmitted to thod mthoril{ia at
tawa, because t would properly say
that the judge’s dlllllzl were over when he
f::nounood gentence, He ocould not think
one moment of allowing the prisoner to
make his explanation in the absence of
'.‘io;)u.mol.i imt ﬁr:'t.her mlt:b warn hl:rg;::‘&o
t—the t thing that a m te
always does when an acoused person is
brought before him.
ﬁl:k. sli.:t:mh k.dﬁhstwba:. e posed
) the morning, am
mﬁf-%ul intended to be ot
rdship continu
say it would u
now, but only that it ‘wounld be

peet the case to hear the | pieces

wrong to do so. The had adwmitted,
though he was not ukedb,ctyht he' had a fair
trial and able counsel. He gavs his an-
swers in ;Iourz and said ho;ud :o&hiag more
to say. ow it appeared the newspaper
that he wished bop make mzthor lmﬁ:lll,‘l.ent,
which might be in his favor or otherwise,
but just as His Lordship could not put his
pen to paper to report anything against the
prisoner, so ke could not without exceeding
his duty report anything now told in his
favor. He was getting his mnotes pre-
})ned to forward to Ottawa for the in-
ormation of the Department of Justice,
and if the Attorney-General or the prison-
er’s counsel asked for a reprieve in order to
allow time for the consideration of anything
new that might transpire, he would
willingly grant it. If he could be of
any assistance to the prisoner now, and
if Be had the judicial power to do, so he
would gladly lend his aid, but in the pres-
ent case it was part of his duty not to hear
him. In the absence of counsel he might
make statements most damaging to himself,
Whatever explanation he had to offer must
be given 1o the authorities at Ottawa, who
would deal with it in the most careful man-
ner.

The prisoner was then returned to the
Provincial jail in the care ¢f the sheriff and
an officer of the provincial force. In conse-
quence. of a talk he had with Mr. Morrison,
after the judge’s remsrks, he decided not to
make the promised full statement just now.

THE PEOPLE ITS OWN EMPLOYER.

To raE EpIToR :—Many suggestions have
been made by correspondents in your valu-
able paper for a radical change in Muni-
cipal Government. I should like to draw
your attention to one of the most progres-
sive steps taken by the London County
Council, which has been the repudiation of
the system of letting out contracts for public
works to private individuals. This is a
line of policy strictly in ‘accord with the
theory that the people should be its own
employer. From a practical aspect the
step has already been attended with splen-
did results, e old contracting system
was one of the most shameless features of
the late unlamented system of local govern-

Itment in London, England. It sheltered at

once & mountain of fraud, jobbery, corrup-
tion and robbery of the ratepayers ; oppres-
sion and sweating of the unfortunate laborer
andartisan who actually performed thework,
and was the parent of scamped jerry built
and swindling work. The County Council
early determined to do its own work, find
its own capital, machinery, and tools, and
employ its own men, A properly organized
works department was set on foot, with
competent engineers, foremen and superin-
tendents, and nov;nl undertakings of con-
siderable magnitude were speedily put in
£ ‘ogb':lim. there was an unearthly
howl from those who had been mphigh':
harvest of extravagances, and by oranks,
impossibles, and so forth. But what was
the result? Every job the Conncil has
carried out has shown results which ought
to set Vioctorians thinking., The report of
the Main Drainage committee on October 17,
1893, on the construction of the main sewer
along, the York Road, Lambeth, familiar to
some in this ocity, & most important
piece of work, was the first piece of drain-
m'work carried out without the interven-
of a contractor, aud the efficiency and
ooon;z{odwi;h; which the ;uk has boein:&
ocom; ve gained the praise o b
The Council’s engineer -estimated 'the job
ought to be done for £7,000, or $35,000, and
tenders were obtained with the object of
! a private contractor

in'mind, V Shet owirpihing
iotorh.u, erything

was novel to the Co The Works De-
bad to get special plant and en-
ecessary men; nevertheless, when
the bills came in the whole cost did
not exceed £5,163, or about $26,000,

{and $44,000 less than the lowess tender.

Think of it, Victorians! This enormons
saving was not obtained by screwing down
tho'nguofhbormdgrindhg the face of
the poor laborer as would probably have
been the case had the private contrastor

no sweating and, what is more, no scamped
work. This is the practical testimony of
John Burns, who is not an ornamental coun-
cillor but a good worker, who, in his ca .
ity of committeeman, was on the job from
start to finish, * :

Looking back instesd of forward, ss
residents and ratepayers of this city are
we satisfied with  the way hundreds and
thousands of dollars have been spent on
sewers. During the last few years the M-
Bean contract is fresh in the memory of the

and cunning way

The imported food

the imported labor,
) ands -wanted shovels
and picks right in this oity. I am not sin-
gling Mr, MecBean out slone for condemna.-
tion ; he is 'but one of many of the un-
gorupulous contractors who thrive to make
fortunes out of the overburdened yers.
Iventure to say if the city had done its
own work, and found its own plant and lab-
or, the city would be many thousand dollars
richer to-day. What has been beneficial to
old London how much more 8o to a new
city like this,- which requires millions of
dollars to bring it to the standard of perfec-
i - years to oomel We all

know that Mayor Beaven is opposed

::Chlmuhhorinlhynbapo or form. It-|

possible for the | r to move that the
city make its own employ white
labor, m fair wages, and eight hour
day. Millions of bricks will. be wanted for
the construction of new sewers, and money
then would be cirdulated right here instead
ing out of the country. One more mat-
I must draw to a close. What is
wanted is good working aldermen, who will

.devote their whole time for the oi?t’l:

benefit, Select men well acquainted wi

the city’s requirements, and y them a fair

salary. Four hundred dol

means enough for good practical men who

will say, not fer me, but for the good

Viotoria I work. GALILEA.
December 20, 1893,

Chinese Registration. ;
WasHINGTON, Dec. 21.—Information re-
ceived at the Internal Revenue Department
from the Western States is that all the

indieations point to a complete re tion
of the Chhep; of the P-d&: llope.‘mn

SAN Frawcisco, Dec. 21.—Among the
exhibits whioh have arrived are a part “of
she display which is to be made in the
British section at the Exposition, incla
a nnmbex of msgniﬂoo:: o,lld pieordof ﬂt&s-
ware, t man these o
Irhhnds‘:::oﬁ 4 of silver hnvEen‘oom;
from the ' of Lord Revelatoke,

s D d’oc. Among the
rare imens
dating back more than 20°yeu'l.w

KASLO-SLOCAN.

Great Aectivity Freighting—A Big
Winter's Work Ahead—
Yalue of Ore.

Estimated Winter's Output—Some of
the Prominent Mines—Improve-
ments Contemplated.

Kasro, Dec. 12.—(Special)—Since the
sleighing sev in there has been' great ac-

she shounld be got off in fairly good shape,
considering the extreme in which

she is now placed. The Kaslo is owned
Capt. Buchanan, brother of the saw-
man,

The young people, and some of the older
ones, too, are pleasantly and profitably pass-
ing away a portion of their- winter evenings
by the exercises of a well-conducted literary
society.

The progress of work on the Kaslo and
Slocan railway is very gratifying to citizens
and miners generally, About eighty .men
are now employed on the clearing of right-
of-way contracts, and the constrnctionsof
some six bridges between this city and Bear

tivity in the freighting of ore to this city
from the mines of the Kaslo-Slocan region.
The shipments to American smelters (where
the whole product goes) have amounted,
during the past two months, to 1,850,000
Ibs., or 925 tons. These figures are shown
by the -Customs house returns, and are
therefore, of course, accurdte, Besides the
above amount, there are at present nearly
450 tons awaiting shipment at the city
wharves, which makes up a total of 1,375
tons brought in so far this fall,
The season, however, has just begun, and
the traffic on the sleigh road is increasing
and very active, for there isa big winter’s
work ahead. The gross value per ton of
the above ore would probably ' average, in
silver (120 oz. at 70c.) 384; and in lead (65
cent. at 2c. per Ib. duty paid) $24; total,
108 per ton. Total gross value, 1,375
tons, $148,500.

The ore now being brought in is the pro-
duct of thirteen mines, namely : the Wash-
ington, Noble Five, Mountain Chief, Idaho,
ellington, - Dardenelles, Freddy Lee,
Noonday, Rico, Northern Belle, Lucky Jim,
Antelope and Boulder. The four largest
producers at present are the three first
mentioned above and the Slocan Star; the
latter taking out a large quantity of ore and
storing it along the line of the railway in
readiness to be brought in by rail when the
road is completed, early next summer. The
Slocan Star is thought by many to be the
finest property, so far as a ‘body of ore is
concerned, in the district. Its proprietors
are wealthy men, and can afford to wait for
returns on  their output, a policy which in
the end will pay them well. With the
Kaslo and Slocan railway completed, they
will be able to get their ore hauled in here
for probably $3 or $4 per ton, whereas it
would cost four or five times that amount to
get it in by team.

Im conversation with Mr. George H.
Hughes, proprietor of the Mountain Chief
mine (a grand property), your correspond-
ent learned that it was a reasonably sure
caloulation that 6,000 tons of ore will find
its way in here before the sleigh road
breaks up in the spring. At the a ©
gross value, given above, of $108 per t::,r:go'
total gross value of this winter’s output
would be $648,000, a vety handsome sggre-
gate for a camp so young as this, and labor-
ing under the disadvantages always incident
to pioneer en i

everal fine properties (among them the
famous Payne group, Alamo,

Franklin, Jackson, etc.) are being ‘vigor-
ously worked this winter, but it is work of
development, with  view to more profitable
operation next year, : :

The whole mining industryin this district
has been immensely stimnlated by the an-
nouncement of the Dewveratic tariff changes
which will remove the duty on silver-lead
ores entering the United States. This du
has amouhted to 1} cents per -pound on

. tage of lead omﬂud'm'ln the .ore..
averages  OF 1%
%o an average of $18 per ton, and
moval of it simply adds $18 to ever
high grade ore in the

is an enormous

‘the “‘slamp” of last summer in
the white metal.

Of course it is gdbla thas
portation of lead into the States
the effect of reducing the price of
but that has yet to be demonstra
e

very large, an
but the lead market is el
very plentifal it wonld
many pnrpou(dl °f:ir which

Incrative winter’s ' business. The strin-
genoy in money last summer and fall was
undoubtedly very great, but the situation is
now vastly improved and a rosier prospect
altogether is looming up. g

A meethg of citizens was held last night
to discuss the advisability of the city issu-
ing debentures to raise money for public im-
provements and for the introduction of a
system of water works, which latter is
very much required in order to induce in-
surance companies to assume risks here.
The feeling of the meeting was decidedly in
favor of the issue, but it is probable that ac-
tion will be deferred till after the municipal
elections, which take place at the end of the
present month, A local company has been
chartered to put in & water works: system,
and . they  are making an - effort
to  float the scheme, If - they are
successful, - the city  will spend

ments and allyw.the company to go ahead,
but in any case the city is determined to
have a supply of water for fire apd domestic
purposes at as early a date as possible, -

The maunicipal elections are now takin

up & good ‘share of public Mﬂ'ﬁé .

seems probable that the. of
t oonnoilhwmdnot hl:‘m:‘h. 1 nlmd.m
ur present able and popu yor, .
R. F. Green, will be honored with another
term of office, provided he can be induced
te aceept. ) :
The steam tug Kaslo came to grief this
morningh.‘the -towline of a barge she was
towing having become entan, in her pro-
peller. There was a high wind at the time,
and the boat becoming unmanageable, she
drifted on to the rocks on' the point to the
north of Kaslo bay. She lies grot&y well up
on the rocks, and her bottom is badly dam-

to a steady and|

Lake will be begun in the course of a couple
of weeks. Mr. D. J. Munn, of the Kaslo
and Slocan railway, was in the city this
week, and stated that the company was
shaping things to have the gradin begun as
early as possible in the spring, ang hoped to
see the railway fully completed and in run-
ning order by the end of July next. With
thisresult accomplished all the public re-
quirements will be supplied, and Kaslo will
be an extremely busy place next year. Mr,
Munn leaves for Westminster again to-mor-
row.
Our enterprising wharf company, in order
to meet the demand for storage room for
ore, has put in another deck in its wharf,
and Kaslo now boasts one of the finest
wharves in British Columbia. *
Since last April there has been paid in
customs duties at Kaslo, Nelson and Trail
Creek over $80,000. About two-thirds of
this was for goods coming to this port.
A first shipment of 125 tons of ore from
the Silver mine at Toad mountain is
being made to Swansea. It will go over the
Neleon & Fort She d road via Spokane,
and will be nioved eastward by the Great
Northern railway. The freight rate from
Spokane to Swansea is $22 —mavvellounsly
cheap, when the distance is considered.
Thirty or forty men are now employed on
the Silver King, and it is hoped that this
great property, on the prospects of which
the town of Nelson has been li for three
or four years, is now awakening into real
life, Everyone will hope for the success of
the initial shipment. Although the mine is
known as the Silver King, its chief product
is copper. 1t will undoubtedly be a great
producer. Pity we hadn’t the smelters here
on the lake to reduce these ores, instead. of
sending them thousands of miles away for
treatment.

The Kaslo Snmgling Works is now doing
a tidy business. It has a capacity of fully
200 tons per day.

THE ¥IRE WASTE.

Last Year a Most Disastrous Onme to Insure
ance Companies—Incendarism Very
Prevalent.

(Monetary Times.)

The year now drawing to its close has
been a most disastrous c.\nx:l tohﬁn insur-
ance organizations, mnot ol Canada,
El:: t.lnoughoutf .ﬂi:: United hmh“ns

managers of insurance com

unfortunate stockholders are g
the extent of fire losses, and devising means
to stay the ravages of the fire-fiend, the
Ennn{ public, to all appearance, is quite

different to the cause or consequence of
the tremendous national waste of capital
fire from year to year.
nou.:l the public mind, it

B

Hi

-{f ?; £
fnith

i

5§?§Eé

the publio fo ehukenmu‘ ous waste of wealh
u smoke wee week, year

. 'thhnphmof-zdlife’lnvhlx
every man is his brother’s in o far
as_he is morally bound to, conserve his
neighbor’s property and his own by means

of precautions against fire which experience
has shown to be needful.

confirmed the following nominations : Mr.
Wayne MacVeagh, of P 1 , 88 Am-
dor Exirsotdjaacy and Plenipe

their fands on streets apd general improve- -bassador Extraor.

of the United States to Italy: Mr. John G.
Riley, of New York, Consul-General at Ot-
tawa; Mr. James fmey, as United States
Attorney for the District of Idaho.

San FrANosco, Dse. 21.—~When  his at-
tention was called to a Chicago dispatch to-
day, stating that milkman Moertes, a wit-
ness in the Cronin trial, had been located in
this city, Chief of Police Crowley said he
knew nothing of the matter, ‘had re-
ceived no requests from the Chicago authori-
ties to look after the much desired witness.
1f he were concealed in | this city, that fact
is entirely unknown to the police.

. Roue, Deo. 21.—It is undérstood Crispi
proposes a reduction of 6,000,000 lire in the

aged, but if the wind goes down  to-night

Awarded Highest H

Used in Millions of Homes.—40 Years the Standa
auldtu-th-sa d&w ’ J

army, 4,000,000 in the navy and 10,000,000
inotylnrﬂepmmanh. i s

t

onors World’s Fair,

Alum,

7

7

Wasnmcron, Dec. 21.—The Senate has
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