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IN this page have appeaved not a few stories of

peculiar finds, and strange gionths in trees and
woodlands. ‘The following fiom Ottawa | may give as
a fitting addition to the others. A\ curiosity was discov-
cred lately by Mr. Robert Burland winle wilking by an
inland lake on Mr. Booths propeity at Bitinni. A
tree of peculiar appearance was found to line a chain
fastened around ity the woad having grown so completely
over the iron as to cover adl but a few lvose hnks at the
end, which the growth of the bhark had almost obscured.
The chain had evidently been placed there nany years
ago to preserve avalued youny tree srom sphitting apart
and had held its grip while the woody growth had spread
all over it in the progress of perbaps half a century.
My, Burland secured the wron-bound sect.on of the tree
and will preserve it s . memento of s lake-side
meanderings,

* % % %

“The lumber stringency s relaamy,” satd Mi. Thos.
Meaney, manager for Robert Uhomson & Co. | wasin
Buffalo, Tonawanda and other pmnts darmyg the month
and found things much casier than a month cather.
What is very satisfuctory to lumbermen is the continued
firmuess of prices. ‘Fhere does not apper 1o be any
disposition to break prices. [t is not unlikely, however,
as a result of the monctuy scare, that there will be
less work in the woads the coming winter than bad in
the first place been planned.”

* * * %

A Southern lumberman, My. Henvy J. Lutcher, of
Orange, Texas, has beea delivering himself on the tariff’
question, and is onc of the men who is not afraid of
Canadian competition injuring United States lamber
markets, “As far as the lumber business is concerned,”
he said, “1 do not believe that the tariff makes any dif-
ference to the lumbermen one way or the other, except
perhaps, to a few immediately adjoining Canada; but
the standing timber of this comntry is disappening
altogether too fast, and in hehalf of the people of the
country 1 would be in favor of a measure which would
let the Canadian timber and lumberin so as to save our

own resources.”
¥ ¥ ¥ ¥

A Michigan lumberman, who owns many millions of
feet of Canadian timber, discussing the probable placing
of lumber on the free list by Congiess is reported to
have said, thit to put lnmber on the free list, cutting off
the duty at present levied, would not lessen the cost of
lumber to the consumer a single cent, but that dollar
taken off would be added to the price of Canadian
stumpage, and would thas enhance the value of bis
holdings to the extent of the duty 1emoved, as well as
that of tverv other Canadian timber owner; and he
could, therefore, view the prospect of frece lumber with
the greatest equanimity.  T'o those who own timber in
the States, the cutting off of the slight duty on imported
lumber would stimulate competition, and the result
would be adecrease in wages to meetit.  Fe was willing
to pav the duty on his Canadian timber when he should
get ready to market it in the states, in order that labor
hete might derive the benefit, and for that reason
only.

* % % %

A scribe of the Northwestern Lumberman has heen
sizing up Mr. Claude McLachlan, of McLachlan Bros.,
of Araprior, Ont.  “He is a quict gentleman,” says the
writer of the Windy City, “but a mighty keen obsaiver,
withal.”  Speaking of the number of people attending
the Fair, My, McLachlw said: 1 think it safe to say
that there are every day fully as many people ~visitors
—in Chicago outsude the fair grounds as inside. 1 stop
at the Palmer House and at the hoot-blacking stand |
learned fiom the master of ceremonies that they were
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giving an average of 600 shines a day s against 150 in
ordinary times.  “The men who would have picked up
an item of information of that kind, thinks tae Noith-
western, arte very few.  Mr, McLachlan says the finan-
cial squeeze has not yet affected Canada, and the lumbey
outpnt of this year will be fully up to the average, but
he looks for 4 matetial falling ol neat season, The
MeLachln mills at Arnprior, as everyone knows, e
among the most estensive in Ontario,
* % % ¥

Hon. Theo. Davie, Attorney General of Biitish Col”
umbia, said to an interviewer vecently:  *The province
of Biitish Columbia is so closely wlentified with Wash-
ington, Oregon and California that the shyhtest depres-
sion or increase in business affairs affects both Vancouver
and Victoria to a remarkable extent.  What the people
of ows province would appieciate would be the abohition
of the Amencan taiff on lumber and coal.  The com-
merce between the United States and British Columina
is large, constantly increasing, and were the tariff laws
repealed to a ceitain eatent, the trade between the two
countries woukl he greatly henefitted.  An overwhelming
wajority of our people do not want to be annexed to the
Umited States, but they do want to establhish i closer
commerdial relavonship with the Umted States. The
commerce hetween Australia, Asia, Lurope, Centialand
South America and British Columbia and Puget Sonnd
has assumed ggantic proportions n the last ten vears.
By the uaited cfforts of the State of Waslungton and
our province the trade of the western world could be
made to pass between the Strats of Juan de Fuca,
and a great commercial metropohs will center m this
Northwest territory.”

* % %

Three prominent lumber nerchants of Beirout,
‘Turkey, Abdalah Sayih, Nicola Sahion and J. F. Afunus,
who have been visiing the World’s Fair were very much
impressed with the Canadian exhibit of lumber, and a
few weeks ago visited Ottawa 1o ascertain what arrange-
ments might be made looking towards an opening of
trade between the two countries. Mw. J. F. Aftinus, who
is spokesman of the panty, said:  “The three of us are
lumber merchants from “Turkey and have an exhibit at
the World’s Fair.  We think the exhibit of Canadian
lumber at the fair is ahead of any country in the world,
and we were advised to come on to Ottawi, as it was tie
greatest lumbering city in Canada, as we hope to build
up a trade between this country and our own if reason-
able shipping rates can be had.  We supply all Syrian
Turkey and pmit of Lgypt with lumber, most of which
we get from the north of Russia. Every year we sell
more than a hundred shiploads of lumber, 33 ship loads
being sold in the city of Bewrout alone  No Canadian
lumber reaches us at all, but we want to get Canadian
spruce and pine.  We do not vequire any hard lumber
because we have the olive and the oak at home.  If we
can open a trade with Canada it will be greatly in the
interest of both countries.”
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“This scason,” says & prominent lamber shipper, of
Ottawa, “has been the poorest for many years. “There
hias been absolutely nothing doing in the lumber trade
10 the United States, s well as to the English market,
compared with other years.  Since, however, an improve-
ment has taken place in the former the fall rush may
make up slightly for the summer slackness. The firms
across the line who have purchased the cuts for the past
season will take all their lamber away but not so quickly
as they would if the market bad been brisker.  Next
year's cut in the Chaudiere mills will likely be somewhiat
curtailed owing to the fact that their yards are full,
The piling grounds everywhere around the city have
heen filling up all season so that several new.properties
have been purchased.  The depression of this summer
may cruse a double rebound, which will take all the
lumber that can be cut next year on the Canadian side,
for the Americans e a queer people, by no means dis-
posed 10 low spirits, and nest season way see a boom in
the lumber trade, as wellas in all hranches of commerce.
‘Fhe kge American lumber yards owned by the middle
men in different states are pretty well choked, so that
they could stand a big boom next summer,  Just now
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Bronson & Weston have orders iom thenr Stewiuton
yards for over one-half 4 nulhion feet of lumber to be
shipped part to Rouse’s Point, and a gicat deal to Bur-
lington, V't.  Many of the other lumber fitms have im-
mense viders which will take them o long ume to Al
T several of the yands there are not nearly men enough
to handle the lamber, and many ae leaving every day,
some for the shanties and others for the country where
the crops are being reaped.”
> - L] -

“At the time I was in New Yok and other United
States lumber points the carly pait of September,” said
Mro Co L Claak, of Bauie, *business men were smat-
ing severely undér the finanual depression.  Fhere was
no moving business, aud yet nobudy was Ineaking s
heart over conditions.  The feeling was general that the
depression would only Le temporary.  There would be
some after-claps, of comse, and some one woukl be
huart, but so far as lumber is concerned, confidence is
strong.”  “Do vou know,” contmucd Mr, Cluk, with
enthusiasm, * 1 have been studying conditions in Wash-
ington territory and watching developments in that put
of the country.  'think I know something of that country
and believe it has a great futwe before st The lamber
supply is almost unlimited.  As far west as Chicago I
found the cedar shingles of Puget Sound, and with the
favorable freight rates that are being secured 1 sce no
reason why shingles and lanber from that point cannot
be Liid down at Albany, Buftalo and Chicago with pro-
fit to all cancerned.  “Talk about 4 timber famine; theie
is supply enough in Washington to last for a few gener-
ations yet.” 1 reminded Mr. Cluk that so fav as the
present was concerncd lumber, and  especially the
shingle maker, was very vodky in the very pant of
country he named.  Shingle men had been over-produc-
ing to such an extent that the bottom wonld scem to
have completely fallen out of pices, and there are some
nice stories going of the slaughter that has been made.
It is stated as an instance in point that there are lying
at the one little-port of New Whatcom, Washington.
alone, millions of feet of lumber and millions also of
shingles, that are at present as they have long beey,
unsalcable in default of a market.
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Referring 1o the announcement made in the daily
press that the commitiee on Ways and Mcans, at Wash-
ington, had decided to place lumber on the free list, Me.
H. 1. Cook, of the Ontario Lumber Company, said:
“As | interpret the messaye, it does not remove the
duty from our lumber. "The wepoit savs, “‘timber, hiewn,
sawed or unimanufactured.”  Lumber is only lumber up to
a thickuess of two or three inches. Beyond that it is
timber.  Americans need our timber; they cannot do
without it.  They need it for their dock buildings and
50 on, ind Canada can supply far better timber that they
can. tis very kind of them to take the duty off our
timber, which they cannot do without, and by enscons-
ing themselves behind their limited Michigan lumber
1esources, exclude our lumber. 1 consider the move is
only onc of advantage to themselves and not Canada.
Of course there is a large timber export trade done, but
the Amcricans have always profited by it. They ex-
clude our lumber, becuuse they can saw their own,
They will nat allow us to compete with any industry
they themselves can carry on, but just as soon as their
timber supply falls short, they are only too glad to
remove a duty that will enable them to scoop in our
timber.”  Mr. J. B. Smith, wholesale lumber dealer,
suid:  “The removal of the lumber export duty, if lun-
ber were to be included, was a most desirable change,
and wonld doubtless serve as a stimulus to the trade.
It willlikely add to the price of Inmber per thousand feet,
just the amount of the duty, which1s $1 on whitc pine,
and $2 on red pine” said Mr. Smith. *“T'he export
trade has been very dull of late.  After paying the ex-
port duty, American dealers could not afford to pay
Canadian dealers enough to make it pay them to ship
if they could find a ready market in Cwada.  Now, if
the duty is paid to the seller instead of the Governiment,
it will have the cffect of making Canadian lumbermen
anxious to place their lumber on the American market.
No doubt the removal of the duty will greatly increasc
the export trade.” .



