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The Art of Writing Jokes,

Sometimes I ask iy friends in busi-
neas if they liko their work, and when
they reply, as they almost invariably
do, that only the need. of the almighty
dollar contpuls thom to stick to it, then
Iam glad that I don't feel that way
about my work, however poor it way
seem to othera.

I think it is & good thing if a man
can twove his work, uud when I think
how much I love wine and have been
loving it for the past ten years—ever
since I sent off my firat picce of verse
and saw it in print the next day—why
it makes me think that it must be a
good sort of work ufter all.

Then again [ think of what Me.
Olemens eaid some timo ago, that there
were but twenty six.(l think hisnumter
was twenty-six) onginal jokes in the
world, and, rcmcmlwring that | have
written something like 12 000 of them
since I beaan, it makes wo shudder to
think how wmany times 1 must have
written the same joke over again ; and
I wonder seriously if people have en-
joyed reading there as much as 1 have
writing them

Yet I think that to the artists most
of the credit of bringing out our tdeas
belongs. Ta writing a joke the picture,
the situation, must always first be seen
in my mind, asd many sud many a
time I bave been surprised to secin
the illustration of my joke precisely
the eame picture that wy imagination
had wrought wken 1 was wriling it
\When s jokec is brought out in this
way the varying cxpressicas on the
faces of the charactera depicied, if there
is any humor in 1t, will show tenfold.

A lot of jokes, dialoxacs, witticisms,
wany of them execrable puns or coa.
taining some tlippant cynicis on
sacred subjects, are at the mest tire-
some and unprefitable reading , but the
dialozze thet bss beea thought out,
each word plaeed where it will do the
most good, containizg su idea that
strikes right kome at some hoane
weaknoas, and this ides illustrated by
an artist who brings cul every uico
shade of cxpression—it seems to e
that this is wmorc or leas a work of att;
ard this, in spito of tke variocz critics
who have referred to tho joke writer
a& Leing outside the pale of lteratore.

‘Thero are eaough poor jok-s, buz the
good oaes will siand, dwarilike thoagh
they be, alongiide eome of the cysaya
that have beca writien by more seriona
philosophers.

I thick Pzil Welch was the bost
joke writer wo over had, aud 1 love to
read over hiz work now, for it was in-
variably clean azd wholezoma 1 kave
no patienco with witticisms on saljects
that ought not to bie jeered at.  Thern
is enongh 1o make fun of =ithoct rais-
ing the coffin lid. NeitherdoI balicve
in t.ucku:g a clas3 unless they nre so
kopelessiy bad that they ought to be
attacked. Every work bas a tempta-
tion, and the Lumorist too often allows
himaelf to toach grocad that he ought
to avoid. He can be witty withoat
beiug vulgar and amusing without
being irreverent.

I write to make moncy, as every
other writer doez, whether he admits it
or not, and I try to makeall the mozey
I can. If I wsed the money wnwisely
1 sbould ccosider that I was prostitat-
ing my braia. Bat so long as the
caruings from his pen are well xpent, 1
cousider that every writer need not o
sshamed of selliog his inspiration at
the hizhest price. 1 do not beligve in
art for art's sake, and 1 believe the beat
art is produced by the greatest number
of incentives to its growth, and poverty
has never been tho least of these.

1 work conmautly from the time
that T get up until I go to bed, and
turn everything to account. Themore
work I cna do in & day the happier 1
am, acd 1 try to keep miy cnthusinam
at the highest pitch. My restis change
and my work is play, and what a play-
ground the world ix, anyway l—Tom
Masson in the New York \World.
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TUB MOST SATIFACTORY Fuk

i Fine Touch and
Durability. '

® - ASK ABOUT 1T .

The Recard, the Name, the Axe, the Nuwm-
bhee Sold and in Use Tz tux Tatn
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OuA Sxow Room,

117 King 87. WesT, Tnnu"rul
HEINTZMAN & CO.

Oxford Shoes.

The whole store abounds
in suggestive thoughts of the
warm months to come. \We
have anticipated YOUR wants
in Footwear. Just come in
and look at the array--look
over the price marks as well,
and maybe you will think
them best.

Yor cic—Womeans Tag, iom tips, westh
$1.00.

For T3c—Wamen's Ametican Kul, pateas
g, shoald Iz natkal W,

For S$L0~Women's Donzcla Rid, tand
iem, paient tije aad faciags

Fozr special laia thas wiil so0ox I
scdzce a3 these prices.
Women’s Angala Rid. hazd temmad, T3
Women’s Tan Calf, :ijn and om, S1L24

Women'™s Russla (alf, kaz=d tamn, razr
toe. S1.50 ai presens, worih
$200a pair.

Women’s Vici Kid, scadle toc, paien:
g, wortk $1.35, for S1LAQL
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NILLINEBY—\\!JOX' Hais, new atyle,

fzom 3¢ up.

Aaytkiag advertised sicly seas by Mail

84, 86, 88, 90
YONGE ST,

R, SIMPSON.

lmpure lce

Is Dear at any Price.

Why ron the rivk of getting Nay ioe wien Jou can
Rave the parel «f lake dimeee 1o for the sasve

Wukd excimitely in Jake Sixve lee and vy
arsanted mearly twioe as marky aa all the other
Jdealers cozMord,

We wll denale \\u Haadred Ioare Lo any Char.
itable Izitation il they van show we Jeliver 6 have
tn vtore say Oihe? bce that fremm late Simece

The oaly vure way of being sappiied with pese ke
frtoonicr from

THERELLE FXART ICE Co,
(Oppomite Weld's Revtaanant.)
Orders taken at

Coxora's Ooat Orrcx.
Cot. Yooge & Eloor Ste.

During
Re-building,

JOHN LABATT'S

LONDON

ALE W STOUT /

THE FINEST OF BEVERACES.

Recetved HIGHEST AWALD male
on the continent at the WORLDYS
FAIR, CIIIy AGO, 1063 and

GULL N EDAL at the MIDAWINTER
EXPOSITION,  SAN Bitasdisgo,
Calg Ivg,

Surpasainge all Canadian and U nited
States cutupetitors i coury revpect,
at

FIGUT other LOLD, SILVER AND
BRONZE MEDALS at the WUliLDS
/ GREAT EXHIGITIONS.

JAMES GOOD & Co.. Agents

Cor, V-onze & Albert St Tour wt

THE HOME
Savings AnD |_oan Company

LINIITED.
ESTABLISHED UNDER LEGISLATIYE AUTHORITY.

CAPITAL, - $2,000,000.
Office, No. 78 Church Street, Toronto.

DIRECTORS :
HON. SIR FRANK SMITH, Scxator, FPresidens.
ECGGENE O'REEFE, VicePrestdent.
WM. T. KIELY, JOHN FOY, EDWARD STOCK.

Soriciren : JAMES J. FOY, Q.C.

Depoaits Received {rom 20c. upwards, awil :aerest as current
razes allowed thereen.

Money loanwd ia small And Iarge sums at reasonab.c rates of inierest, and on casy terms
of repasment, 03 Mortuszes on Heal Estate, aad o the Collateral Sccx.n:\ of
Baok and otker Stocks, and Government and Meaicipal Debeatures.
Mortzazes on Real Estate and Goverament and Mazsiaipal Debentares parchased,
No Vaization Fee charged for 1zspwcting properss.
Ofir2rira~7 am tn ¢ p.m. Satavrdays—-%aan. iu 1 pan. azdirom 7309 pm

JANES MASON, - - Ilapager.
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THE 0 KEE

BREWERY Go.

OF TORONTO

LINITED,
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T EUGLNE O'KEERE
Pres. a0d Mazagcr.
WIDMER HAWKE
Vicel'res.and
Asaiet, Mgr.

1A r]ES—f.ulkl aml Bavariaa Ales, iz wood and Bitt}
SPECIAL XXXX Porier, Goid Lab:ism Bottle. R
Filcener Larer, eqaal to u:ex-mo-:ed.

THE SMOKER'S GOMPANION
A box of E. B. Eddy’s *Canadian”
Safety Matches—will hight only on
B. Eddy's
- parlor

the box. or a box of E.
‘ Favourite 7 Maiches
Matches, securely packed from any
danger of fire by accident.

These are 1n small sliding boxes.

" E A BLACKWALL,
Book Binder and Paper Ruler
Literary & Megazine Work a specity. | (73016 ald Marble Monumenis,

CLOSE. TRICES AND GOOD WO
Send for extimates of all at Mural Tablets, Fonts, Btc,

D MoINTOSH & SONS

Mazafartaresyand Ioporicrs of

34 Lombard Mrecl. Toronta, Oce and Showroom,
Bookbinters Machinery and ST Reliet Suxp. | 524 Yonge st, opposite Maitland st,
Fdow! Soclels 1Badses
A P v viom, 0 —— Tciephone 4240, —



