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shelfish cesembling oysters on the shore, and
Bishop Pocako was wformed that o monk had
secn fish conght in the water; these aro asser-
trong, huwover, which require further corrabo
raticn. ‘The mud e bleck, thick and foe*” I, and
an plant vegetotes in the w ter which s reputed
to }mvo a potnfymg quahty.  Branches of troes
accidentallyjimmersed tn it are specdily convert-
ed to stune, ana the cusous in Jerusalem thea
colicct them. Neuther do plants grow in the

lution about 32 of our ycare, travelling at \No
rate of 16,000 miles in anhour. Should it be
hastily thought, that its immense distance from
the sun must, from :ts want of light, render it a
droary abode, lat it be ~ememtered, although
the light & hoat roceived by its inhabitants mast
be 361 times luss than we dorive, yet it enjoys
a propoction of light cqual to 249 of onr full
moons; besides which, it1s attended bv a1z gatell-
its, performing thesr revolutions 1 differemly di- . .
rected periods, immediate vicinity of the lake where every thing

But our limits admonish ug to stop. The is dull, cheerless and imanimmate; whence it is
youthful recder e ir>ted, at his leisurz, to pur- suppoded to have denivedtho name of the Dead
sue the interesting nquiry. It is worthy of o Sea.—But the real cause of the absence of uoi
deathless mind. Let jum think of the simple;Mals and vegetables, Yoluey affirns, I3 owing
principles of attea.tion aad repulsion by which |tv the saltness and acndity of the water infinite-
these stupenduous bodies describe their orbits. |!Y surpassing what exists w other seas, ‘The
Let him endeavour to contemplate them as the [€&rth sucruunding it 13 deeply wnpregaated with
seats of endlessly diffused hife, and the theatces thp sume sahe quahities, too predominrant (o ad
of uatold Diwvine beneficcence, by analogy form- | Mit of vegetubiu,hfe, and even the wir s sglurat
ing some fuint idea of their populativn by the,¢d \Vl'|h them  ‘The waters are cleur und mepr-
little he knowe of that world in which he s up. |ruputle, as W holding salt in soiuton, nor 13 the
pointed for a little ime to dwell, from man to the | Presence of this substance cquiveeal, fur Dy
minutest animalcula he has been able to per- | 20coke found a thi ctust of sult un s face
ceive. Let him read the instroctive and captiv- ]afler bathing i the see, aad the stoned where 1t
ating pagesof the cloquent Chalmers, and carry |Occasionally oveiflows are covered with a si-
his thoughts beyond the coni. acted spen of time, [@lur crust.  Gulen consudered cumpletely
Let him bow gratefully before his Maker forysnturated with sult, for it would dissulve no more
the rank condescendingly granted him among when throwa (nto it,  There sre mineg of fusq.ll
terragtrial beings;aad lastly, let him glow with g |53t on the south-west bank, Liom wineh speci
holy searnestness to become, through Jesus[Mrns have heen b“’“ghf to Euzape; some also
Christ, an inhabitant of that upper and better |€Mst th the duclivities of th.u mountates, & have
werld, where he shall have on etermity in which | Provided tune upmemorial for the consumption ot
to contemplate the sublimity, the extent,|the Arnbs and the ety of Jerusalen — Great
and the perfection of the Amighty’s works, quantities  of usphaltum appear floating on the

in the company of blessed associates of every |surface ot the svu, and are driven by the winds to
age, and kindred, and tongue, the cast und west bank, where it remaios fixed.

S Ancient uuthors wfore us, that the neighbour-
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went out n boals, or, used other expedients for
that purposn.  On the svuth west bunk are hot
. o . 1o |BPOIOES, und deep gulleys, dungerous to the
ofz;}:;lgfriil'zqr;ﬁ::fg(;: acﬁ"i:c;:;?nggdz;l‘:: travetler, were not their position indicated by
bigh hills on the east, west, and south, some of 32N pynupxdu; edifices on the su!cs.D bslp.}""
them exlubiting fraghtful precipices, and on the|'s hkewise lound on the edges ou the Dead Sea,
north it is bounded by the plain of Jericho and a kg ol'stone, or coal, called mussa by the
?
through which the river Jordon flows into it,
The Kedron, Arnon, and Zazet, rush down the

Acaby, which on attntion exhales an wtolerable
oduur, and burng bke bitumen. ‘This stone, wheh
tulls in torreats, and along wuh other streams,
discharge themselves into the loke.—Its real

also comes frum the neighbouring mountains, is
gize, wa believe 18 not yet aucertained, for wa

black, and tukes a fine pobish. Mr. Maundrell
saw picces of it two feet squara in the convent
are pot aware that anv modern traveller has
measured «; and the measurmenis of Josephus,

of St. Jehu 11 the wilderness, carved in bag re-
who found it 72 miles long and 18 broad, are

hef, and polished to as great alustro as bluck
marble is capable of. The inhabitants of the
still referredto.  Diodorus affirms that t is 62
tailes long and 7 1.2 broad; but the calculation

countiy employ itin paving churches, mosques,
and courts, and other places of public resort. In
of Pliny is much greater, for he says it is 100/ the polishing, its dsagreeable odour is lost
miles long and 25 wide inthe brondest part
Biavcdrell considers it 72 miles long, and 18 or

The citizens of Bethiehem consider 1t as en
dowed with anti-septic virtues, and bracelets of
21 in breadth. Pucoke agrees with Diodorus,|
end Dr Clarke with Josephus: and tha Abbe]

® are worn by attendents on the sick, as an anti-

dote sgainat discase. As the lake is at cextain

Mariti, who seems to have paid much attention seasang covered with athick dark must, confined

to its ;;ecuha'mes. maomntawns that it is 180 mile | wubin xtsrown lisus, which ;,5 dlss:pa!c:l} ""g
in circuit, We cannotbut consider it sm,t;ulax"i“le rays of the sun,spactatars have been nduce

to allege that black and sulphureous exhulations

that its dimensions should not have been more! e e o
. p co rom the water. The
precisely ascerlained. ~are constantly issiing from th y

-have been no less nustaken in supposiag, that
. The waters of the Dead Sea are clear and)y,gg altempting to fly across are stl;fxck (fe,ad by
limpid, but uncommonly selt, and even bitter.| yeiforous fumes. ~Late and reputable travel
Their specific exceeds that of all other waters|jqeg declare, that numerous swalivws skim along
known: Josephus and T?C"“-" say that no §3h'ille surfuce, and from thence take up the water
can live in it; and according te the concurring! yecessary to build their nests; and on this head
testimony of scveral travellers, those carr iedl' Heyman and Van Egmont made decisivo experi-
tbrough by the Jordan instantly die. MU""-‘mem. They carcied two sparrows to the shore,
drell, ncvortheless, atates, that he found some jand baviog deprived them of some of the wing
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feathers, after & short Qight, both fell iato, or ra-
theron the sea.  But sy far from expinng there,
they got out in safety  An uncommon love of
exnggoration s testifted 1o all the older narra-
tives, and 1n some of modern date, of the nature
and propertics of the lake. Chateaubriand
speaks of a ** dismal sound proceeding from tius
lake of death hie the stifled clamuvurs of the poo-
plo engulfed in its waters?”’—that its shores
produce fruit beautiful to the sight but containing
ncthing but ashes—that w bears npon its sur-
face the heaviest meials—these, snd a thousnad
vther stories of a hke character, have been
perpetually repeated with hacdly any foundation
oftruth. Among other facts appareatly unac-
countable, has been runked that of this lake con-
stantly  recewviag the waters of the Jordan
without overflowng its banks, seeing therv 18 no
visible nutlet.  Soms have therefore conjectured
the pozsibility of n subterraneous communication
with the Meduerrancun: others, more inge-
niovg, are o} opinan, that the duily evaporation
is sufficient to carry off ali the wators discharg-
ed into it, which 1 2 sunple solution of tie ap-
parcut paradox.

A smoll quantity of the water of the Dead
Sea, lately brought to Britan by Mr. Gordon of
Clante at the request of the late Sir Joseph
Bauks, hos been analysed by Dr. Marcet. ft
was perlectly transparent, and deposited no crys-
tals on staudiag 1n close vessels. Its taste was
pecubar, buter sale, and pungent.  Solutions
of silver produced from it o very copious preci-
pitate; showing the presence of rianne facid.
Oxalic acud wnstantly discovered lime in the wa-
ter. Solutions of barytes produced a ¢loud,
showing the exwstance of sulphuric acid.

The specific gravity was ascertained to be,
1,241, which is somewhat less than what had
been fuund by Lavoisier, being 1,230, 1n a pos-
tion submited to s examination. From
duferent experiments in the analysis which wo
refer to, the result proved the conteals of 100
grains of waler to be, nuriate of lime, 8,920; mu-
tiete of wognesta, 10,246; muriate of soda, 10,-
360; suiphate of ime, 0,0,54; total 24,580.

Whence 1t appears that this water containg
nbout one-fourth of its weight of salts in a state
of perfect desiceation; but 1f these salts be desic-
cated only ot the temperature of 180 deg. they
will amount to 41 per cent of the waler.
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A Scene 1y Tes Saxpwicn Tspanps.—Thi.
moruing I went to Coxe, [Krimakon] intending
to purchase sume goats I expecled to find
him, as usual, either sleeping, or smaking, or
drinking, or busy traflicking ke myself, The
door of his hut wus kalf open, and { was about
to enler unceremonivusly, when a scens too
striking cver to be forgotien, and which would
require the bhaud of a master pumter to do it
justice, suddenly atrested my whole attention.

About a dozen natives of both sexes were seat-
ed in g circle, on the mated foor of the wpart-
ment, and in the midst of them sat John Houno-
ree, the Otuhedean catechist. (These cate-
chists are converted natwves wha sie appomted
to impart to their lexs eunlightened brethrea the
struction they huve themselves received ) All
eyes were bent upon hism; and the variously ex-
pressive features of each individual marked
the deime of interest excited by what was pasa-

ing in hismiud. o absorbed indecd, were they



