
A NEW SKT.
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derfuUy with the increased locomotive powers and other

brilliant discoveries which, under the blessing of an al-

mighty power, have lately been developed to mankind.

The difference of climate in winter between the old

and new world amounts, it has been estimated, to about

thirteen degrees of latitude. Accordingly, the region of

North America, which basks under the same sun or lati-

tude as Florence, is visited in winter with a cold equal to

that of St. Petersburg or of Moscow ; and thus, while

the inhabitant of the Mediterranean is wearing cotton or

other light clothing, the inhabitant of the very same lati-

tude in the new world is to be found either huddled olose

to a stove hot enough to bum his eyes out, or muffled up
in furs, with all sorts of contrivances to pi*eser>'e the very

nose on his face, and the ears on his head, from being

frozen.

This extra allowance of cold is the effect of various

causes, one of which I will endeavor shortly to describe.

It is well known that so far as tempei*ature is con-

cerned, cold is increased by altitude as it is by latitude

;

accordingly, that by ascending a pteep mountain—the

Himalayas, for instances-one may obtain, with ecai'cely

any alteration of latitude, and in a few hours, the same

change of temperature which would require a long jour-

ney over the surface of the earth to reach ; and thus it

appears that in the hottest regions of the globe there ex-

ists impending stratifications of cold proportionate in in-

tensity to their respective altitudes.

Now, as soon as moisture or vapor enters these re-

gions, in southern countries it is condensed into rain, and

in the winter of northern ones it is frozen into snow,

which, from its specific gravity, continues its feathery

descent until it is deposited upon the surface of the

ground, an emblem of the cold region front which it h^
proceeded,


