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pany were obliged to travel five days, in a north-

west direction from Lake Travers, before they fell in

with the game, but they then soon succeeded in

killing sixty animals ; the herds aftenvards advanced

very near to Lake Travers, and perhaps even ex-

tended somewhat down the St. Peter. There can be

no doubt but this constant subtraction from the buf-

falo's roamings must affect his numbers ; certainly

more than the practice of killing only the cows and

leaving the bulls ; a custom which has probably pre-

vailed among the Indians for a long while, and

which we cannot therefore consider as the source of

the great modern diminution in their numbers.

Civilization in its steady march destroys the larger

gregarious animals, and even drives back the hunting

man, unless he change his mode of life. If the

deer were more social in its habits, that interesting

tenant of our forests would have been long since

driven to the asylum of the buffalo, the elk, and the

beaver.

All the buffaloes which our party saw, were of an

uniform dun colour. We were informed that they

had been sometimes seen white or spotted. The age

of the animal is said to be indicated by the number

of rugse or transverse lines on the horns. Mr.


