
4^ eiNERAL DEIGIIIPTION OF

In i;j4* one Jaquei CarticXf of St. Maloei, fet fail under a eeni*

miflion from the French king» and on the loth of May Arrived at Cap*

Bonavifta in Newfoundland, He had with him two fmitll Ihipi befldei

the one in which he failed. He cruifed along the coans of that idandi

on which he difcovered inhabltanti» probably the Elkiinaux. Ht
landed in feveral places along the coaft of the Gulf, and took pofleffion

of the country in the king's name. On his retumi he was again feni

out with a commiffion, and a pretty large force ; he returned in i jj;,

and pafled the winter at St. Croix; but the feafon proved fo feverti

that he and his companions muft have died of the Icurvy, had they not|

by the advice of the natives, made ufe of the deco^on of the topi

and bark of the white pines. As Cartier, however, could produce neU

ther gold nor filver, all that he could fay about the utility of the fet«

flement was difregarded ; and in i {401 he was obliged to become pU
lot to one M. Roberval, who was by the French king appointed viceroy

of Canada, and who failed from France with five veflfeli, Arriving it

the pulf of Sty Lawrence, they built a fort ; and Cartier was left t<^

iu>mmand the garrifon in it, while Roberval returned to France for id-

4itional rccjruits to hit new fettlement. At laft, having embarked iit

1549, with a great number of adventurers, neither he nor any of hil

^Uowera were heard of more.

This fatal accident fo greatly difcouraged the conrt of France, that

fof Hfty ye^rs no meafures were taken for fupplying with neceflfarlei

the fettlers that were left, At laft Henry IV. appointed the Marquii

^e I4 Roche lieutenant-general of Canada and the neighbouring coun«

tries. In 159? he landed on the ifle of Sable, which he abfurdly

thought to be a proper place for a fettlement, though it was without

any port, and without produdl except briars. Here he leff about

forty maleiaAors, the tefufe of the French jailst After cruizing for

|bme timi? Qn the coafl of Nova Scotiai without being able to relieve

tbefe poor wretches, he returned to France, where he died of a broken

hearty flu colony muft have periftied, had not a French (hip been

wrecked 01^ the ifland, and a few ftieep driven upon it at tlie fame timCf

With the boards of the (hip they ered^ed huts; and while the (beep

lifted they lived on them, feeding afterwards on fi(ht Their dotbei

Feariiig oift, they made coatf pf feal>ikin8; and in this mifetable con*

dition they fuent feven year^. jyhen Henry ordered them to ba

brought to France* The king had the curio(ity to fee them in tbeif

Ical'ikin dtcffet, and was fo ipoved with their appearance, that he for*

mve them all their offences, and gave each of them fifty ocownt to be*

gin t))^ world anqw,
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