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tcnU'd liimsrlf witli iii!ikiii;j; :i proj^n'ss thi(»M<j;li tho klnp;doin

mill n'cciviii;^ tlic lioiii.-i^c of IIh- iii'(|iii«'.s<'('iit towns ;iiul oitii's,

iifU'r which hr icjoiinMJ lii.s fnlhcr in Custih'.

It is coiict'ivi'd Ity tiie worthy Friiy Antonio Ai^iipidii, iis wt-il

ns l>y other monkish chronich-rs, that this iniportiint !U'(|iiisition

of territory l)y the siiinlly Kerntintlo was a Itoon from Ilciivcn

in reward of an olTerinj; whieh he made to (lod of his (hiiii^hler

iJeren^iiehi, whom early in this year lie dedicated as a nun in

the convent of I^as Iluelj^as, in Hurgos— of which couveut Iho

kind's sister C'onstanza was ahhess.'

About this time it was that Kin<; Fernando pave an instance

of liis majinanimity and his ehivah'ous disposition. We iiave

seen the deadly opposition he had experienced from the hau^dity

house of liara, and the rain which the three brothers broujflit

upon themselves by their traitorous hostility. Tiie anj^er of the

kin}i was appeased by their mdividual ruin ; lie did not desire to

revenjj;e himself U|ion their helpless families, nor to break down
and annihilate a house lofty and honored in the traditions of

Spain. One of the l)rothers, Don Fernando, had left a dau<j;hter,

Dona Sancha Fernandez de Lara ; there happened at this lime

to be in Spain ii cousin-german of the kin<^, a prince of I'cjrtiij^al,

Don Fernando by name, who held the senoria of Serpa. He-

tween this prince and Dona Sancha the kinj^ effected a marriajfe,

whence has sprun<^ one of the most illustrious branches of the

ancient house of Lara.'- The other daui^hters of D«n Fernando
retained large possessions in Castile ; and one of his sons will

be found serving valiantly under the .standard of the king.

In the mean time the truce with Aben Alhannir, the king of

Granada, bad greatly streuglbeued the hands of that monarch.

He had received accessions of troops from various parts, had

f')rtilied his capital and his frontiers, and now fomented dis-

turbances in the neighboring kingdom of Murcia— encouraging
the refractory cities to persist in their refusal of vassalage —
hoping to annex that kingdom to bis own newly consolidated

dominions.
The Wall of Lorca and bis partisans, the alcaydes of Miila

and Ciuthagena, thus instigated by the King of (Jranada, now
increased in turbulence, and completely overawed the feeble-

banded Aben Iludiel. King Fernando thought this a good

opportunity to give his son and heir bis tirst essay in arms. He
accordingly despatched the prince a second time to Murcia, ac-

companied as before by Don rdayo de Correa, the Grand
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