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were fifty Moorish soldiers in the garrison ; she feared that

they would prove treacherous, and take part with their coun-

trymen. Summoning her officers, therefore, she informed

them of their danger, and commanded them to put those

Moors to death. The guards sallied forth to obey her or-

ders. Thirty-five of the Moors were in the great square, un-

suspicious of any danger, when they were severally singled

out by their executioners, and, at a concerted signal, killed

on the spot. The remaining fifteen took refuge in a tower.

They saw the armada of the emir at a distance, and hoped

to be able to hold out until its arrival. The soldiers of the

countess saw it also, and made extraordinary eflPorts to de-

stroy these internal enemies before they should be attacked

from without. They made repeated attempts to storm the

tower, but were as often repulsed with severe loss. They
then undermined it, supporting its foundations by stanchions

of wood. To these they set fire and withdrew to a distance,

keeping up a constant shower of missiles to prevent the Moors
from sallying forth to extinguish the flames. The stanchions

were rapidly consumed, and when they gave way the tower

fell to the ground. Some of the Moors were crushed among
the ruins; others were flung to a distance and dashed among
the rocks; those who survived were instantly put to the

sword.

The fleet of the emir arrived at Ceuta about the hour of

vespers. He landed, but found the gates closed against him.

The countess herself spoke to him from a tower, and set him
at defiance. The emir immediately laid siege to the city.

He consulted the astrologer Yuza, who told him that for

seven days his star would have the ascendant over that of

the youth Alarbot, but after that time the youth would be

safe from his power, and would effect his ruin.

Alahor immediately ordered the city to be assailed on

every side, and at length carried it by storm. The countess

took refuge with her forces in the citadel and made desperate

defense, but the walls were sapped and mined, and she saw
that all resistance would soon be unavaiUng. Her only


