10 ARCHAEOLOGICAL INTRODUCTION:

wedges, and the Rosetta-stone were found, by which
the tablets of Babylon, Ninevah, and the pyramids—
the Palenque, Copan, and Teotihuacan of the old
world—may be read. The palaces, monuments, and
statues of ancient kings bear legible records of their
lives, dominions, and succession. By the aid of these
records definite dates are established for events in the
history of these countries as early as two thousand
years before the Christian era, and thus corroborations
and checks are placed on the statements of biblical
and profane history. But the art of interpreting these
hieroglyphics is yet in its infancy, and the results thus
far accomplished are infinitesimal in comparison with
“what may be reasonably anticipated in the future.

So much for antique monuments and their teach-
ings—alone and in connection with history and tradi-
tion—respecting the peoples to whom they owe their
existence. ~Another and not less important value they
have, in connection with geology and paleontology, in
what they tell us about the age of the human race on
the earth. Biblical tradition, as interpreted in former
times, asserts the earth and its inhabitants to be about
six thousand years old. Geology has enforced a new
interpretation, which, so far as the age of the earth is
concerned, is accepted by all latter-day scholars; and
geology now lends a helping hand to her sister sciences
in their effort to prove, what is not yet universally ac-
cepted as truth, that man’s antiquity far exceeds the
limit which scripture is thought to establish.

Throughout the successive geologic strata of earthy
matter that overlie the solid rocky foundations below,
traces of man’s presence are found}., It is in deposits
of peat and alluvium that these traces are most c[::arly
defined and with greatest facility studied. The ex-
tremely slow accumulation of these deposits and the
great depth at which human remains appear, impress
the mind of the observer with a vivid 1dea of their
antiquity. Calculations based on the known rate of
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