
2908 ENAT DEB~~ESMarch 23, 1993

UNITED NATIONS

PROPOSED WAR CRIM P' IRJAT AI "'CAL ON 0F FUNDS

Hon. jerahmlel S. Grafotein: This week in Vancouver the
Government of Canada is hosting an international conférence
of world experts to draft propsais for the establishment of a
United Nations War Crimes Tribunal.

We werc dismayed to learn today that one of Canada's and
the world's experts, Commander William Fenrick, stated at
the conference that the sbortage of funds is hindering the
gathering of evidence the United Nations intends to use to
establish proof of crimes against humanity.

Apparently less than $1 million bas been allocated from the
UN budget for this purpose. When the subcommittee of our
Senate's Foreign Affairs Committee attendcd in New York,
we were told that the United Nations had an annual
administrative budget of over $1 billion.

Tne question I have for thc Government of Canada is the
following: hs the govermcnt now making representations to
the United Nations so that moneys presently allocated to
administration of thc United Nations, which bas swollen,
could be reallocated to Uic much more vital and important
work of promoting the rule of law and gatbering evidence of
alleged crimes against humanity?

Hon. Lowell Murray (Leader of the Government):
Honourable senators, my cabinet colleague the Honourable
Barbara McDougall took part in that conference carlier tbis
week. I will ask ber for a statement on thc matter raised by
Senator Grafstein.

YUGOSLAVIA

CANADIAN PEACEKEEPINO TROOPS-ffATUS OF MILITARY
EQUIPMENT;

Hon. Peter Borna: Honourable senators, my question is for
the Leader of Uic Governient in Uic Senate. hs tbere any truth
in tbe media reports tbat Canadian troops in tbe former
Yugoslavia arc using equipment tbat is outdated and
dangerous to tbeir security?

Hon. Lowell Murray (Leader of the Government): No,
honourable senators.

BUSINESS OF THE SENATE

T[MffrAWB FOR DEALINO WIH APPROPRIATON BELL

Hon. John B. Stewart: Can Uic Leader of Uic Government
in Uic Senate tel us if Uic govemment intends to proceed to
Royal Assent with the appropriation bull based on Uic Main
Estimates before the adjournment at the time of the
Progressive Conservative leadership convention or,
alternatively, is it Uic intention that Uic two houses would
come back after tic convention to deal with that bull?

Hon. LoweIl Murray (Leader of the Government):
Honourable senators, I really do not have any comment to
make on that particular bill. I do not know wby we would
unduly delay its passage or delay Royal Assent if Uic Senate is
in a position to deal with it.

As for thc plans of thc government after Uic convention in
mid-June, the calendar of the House of Commons still
provides Uiat that House would sit until about June 23, if I amn
not mistaken. There has been no change in that scbedule. A
ncw Prime Minister would bave various options, including
prorogation and dissolution.

Having said Uiat, I sbould note that my friend Uic leader in
the other place told me today that he bas some 30 days
between now and mid-Junc for government legislation, but 40
bis. Some of Uiese bills may fail by Uic wayside, but if some
of Uiem are urgent, we would expect to be back here after Uic
convention.

Senator Stewart: It was not a matter of delaying the
passage of Uic bill. As Uic Leader of Uic Government in Uic
Senate suggests, the timetable for supply business in the
House of Commons assumes Uiat that bull will not be dealt
wiUi until late in June; in oUier words, after Uic Progressive
Conservative convention.

Wbat I asked was whcther it is the intention of the
govemment to propose Uiat Uic bull be dealt wiUi before Uic
convention. I gather from Uic leader's response that Uiat is not
Uic government's plan and Uiat we cari assume that Uic Senate
and the House of Commons will be sîtting after the
convention.

Senator Murray: No, honourable senators, I do not think
mny friend sbould assume quite so mucb. There are discussions
going forward all Uic time among Uic House leaders in Uic
oUier place. It may well be Uiat opposition House leaders are
being asked to cooperate in Uic passage of that bill before
mid-June. I do flot know. I will ask my cabinet colleague,
Mr. Andre, wbeUier be bas anything to report on Uiat matter.
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