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we rnerely extend to them the privilege they
would enjoy if they were in Canada. Arn 1 b
right?q

Hon. Mr. LOUGHEED-No, we have ex-

tended the franchise as to many of tbem,
in fact as to ail.

Hon. Mr. WATSON-If this Bill is to

stand over until to-morrow there is one

phase that 1 do not thiùkl has been taken a

up in this House, and I do not think ini the .0

House of Commons either; it is the inten-

tion to give ail soldiers on actuive service an

opportunity to vote.

Hon. Mr. LOUGHEED- No, not al,

Hon. Mr. WATSON-Ai who, if they were
in Canada, 'would have a vote in Canada?

Hon. Mr. LOUGHEED-Yes.

Hon. Mr. WATSON-Tben I wish te in-

form the bon. gentleman that there aTe
several thousand of our naturalized Can-
adian citizens who are fighting in the
trenches and who have been there from the
commencement of the war. 1 refer to the
reservists who joined tbeir regiments mn
England, Ireland, France and Belgium. I
krnow that I am safe ini saying that a good
many thousands of those people went from
western Canada. Now, no provision is made
in this Bill for taking their votes thoug
1 think it is just as practicable te do so
ini their case as in that of the people re-
ferred to. You. are rnaking an invidious dis-
tinetion between the volunteer wbo bas gone
te the Old Country in a regiment from Can-
ada, and the citizen of Canada who has
gane back te join bis regaiment in England,
Ireland, Scotland, Belgium or France-4be
reservist. I knew that some of tlhose peop]e
have lived in Manitoba during the last 10
or 15 years, that they are naturalized. sub-
jects in Canada, coming bsck from France
and Belgium, yet there is no provision for
bhem irn this Bill.

Hon. Mr. LOUGHEED-I think the reason
is quite ianifest. The Goverument of Can-
ada bas official knowledge as to ail members
of the mnilitia who aTe upon active service,
but as to reservists -they naituraily would
have no information whatsoever, any more
than they would have as to any person re-
turning to bis native country at any time.

Hon. Mr. THOMPSON-Would you not
think the reservist would be entitled te
exercise 'bis franchise if be had been bere
10 or 15 years?

Hon. Mr. LOUGHEED-Yes, he would
e; 1 arn not questioning that. What I arn
uestioning is the passing of legisiation
'hereby w-e could legielate for those o!
Phiom we bave no officiai knowledge 'wbat-
oever. We have officiai, knowledge es te
very member of the miiitia, buzt it would
me utteily impossible for the Government
~f Canada to investigate the case. of every
lleged reservist who miglit appear in France
r Belgium or sny other country, -and say:
I came from Canada and arn entitled. te

rote."1

Hon. Mr. WATSON-I arn incUned to
,hink there would be ne trouble at aIl in

,etting a. Ilst of those zeserviste, t>ecause
,bey could net very 'well live in Canada
without the permission of the Govern-
ment, especiall1y i-1 ordered. te return to the
co1ours. There would be ne more difficulty
n getting a list from the consuls repre-
senting Tbhe different countries ef aIl those
reservists who returned than there would
be in getting a list of the volunteers who
went to the front.

Hon. Mr. CHOQUETTE-I understand
that the bon. leader of the Oppoeition de
net intend te speak to-night. 1f se, does
lie injtend to move the adjournmeiit o! the
debate? In that case I suppose it is better,
espeeially for those w'ho are against tfhe
prrneiple of the Bill, te give- their views
new. I am againat the prinoiple o! the
BdiU, and shail vote against il, and against
aniy amendinent that may be efeéred, be-
cause, being against the very principle of
this Bill, it is time lest te diseuse amend-
ments. I do net like te speak ibelore the

leader of the Opposition, eo if he intends
te ruake somne remarks in a general way, I
amn willing te give way te him-

Hon. Mr. CASGRAIN-Anewer your own
leader.

Hon. Mr. CHOQUETTE-I arn not an-
s-wering any leader, Paut if the leader o!

the Opposition, or any ene else fs willing
toD speak on the principle of thbe Bill hfore
the second *-reading and before adjourning
tbe debate, I arn willing to give way, as
being one o! the humiblest and youngest
members et the House.

But if the leader of the Opposition in:tends
to move the adjourument of the debate, 1
think it is just as well for me te express
my views to-nîght. It being se understood,
thougli net wishing to speak after the leader

.of the Goverument 1 may be allowed te
speak now, and urge that the principle o!

the Bill is wrnand it is just as well te


