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raise the premiums or cap the expenditures. That is our
choice.

Premiums have already gone up by one-third in the
last 18 months. Raising them again would put an unduly
heavy burden on the empioyces and employers. That
leaves capping the expenditures the government chooses
to do by freezing benefits for new claimants and elimi-
natmng benefits for voluntary quitters and those who are
fired for misconduet. These changes will reduce the UI
deficit without raismng the premiums.
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0f course amid ail the partisan criticism and hysteria
there has been no mention of the government's training
and job creat ion initiatives aimed at getting those people
who are unemployed back into the work force as quickly
as possible. In fact, the government's first priority is to
get people back into the work force while helping those
who are seeking jobs.

We are spending $3.8 billion on retraining so workers
can learn the skills they need in today's work place.
Using a period of unemployment to upgrade workers'
skills is absolutely necessary. It is going to provide that
worker with better skills suited to help him or her find a
job in the market and help him or her get a stable,
long-terni job.

UI training programs offer more than an iricome
between jobs; they offer a future. In total, more than one
million Canadians are gomng to benefit from the skills
training and retraining. This is the best way to help -and
I have heard them speak of it-the unemployed people
get back into the work force. That is $3.8 billion for
training and retraining. Getting people back into the
work force is an effective way of cutting the UI deficit.

In 1993, $2.2 billion will be spent in developmental
uses funds under the UT Act to help UI recipients get
back into the work force. An estimated 530,000 Ul
claimants are eligible for these programs. Spending on
these programs is up nearly $260 million from 1992. That
is almost five times higher than it was for training
programs for the unemployed i 1990.

These programs will give displaced workers quick
access to, training and other re-employment opporturn-
ties.

The government has also mncreased the self-employ-
ment assistance budget from $25 million to $100 million.
It has set aside $300 million to assist dîsplaced, experi-
enced workers who suddenly find themselves out of a job
after working for many years. To help avoid lay-offs, the
government has dedicated $130 million to the work-
sharing program. This is done by shortening the work
week by one to three days and paying reduced wages.
For the days not worked, the workers draw a normal UL
benefit.

Through the job creation program, the govemnment
helps unemployed workers get back into the work force
by maintaining and enhancing their skills while receiving
UT benefits when other employment is not available. We
have seen a great use for this job creation program. I
have been i the UT employmnent centre office at Centre
70 i Calgary. I must say that while one would always like
more funding to be put into the system, what is there is
beig used extremely successfully.

I have to say that far from attacking the unemployed,
this government is attackig unemployment at the root.
We ail know that Canada is goig through a difficult
transition and we are adjustmng to changes i the global
economay. It is not just here i Canada but south of the
border i the U.S., i England, i France, in Germany, i
Spai, i Sweden and even i Japan. Nobody wishes this
on anyone.

We need every Canadian worker to contiue working.
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We need every Canadian worker to contribute to the
economy unless he or she has a valid reason for leavig
the job. We know we have to equip our work force with
the skills needed to meet the demands of the new
technology, and technology is changig.

This is only the first of the changes we really must
undergo. I hope the Leader of the Opposition can
forgive me for borrowing one of President Cliton's
ihies, but it is time we became a nation of producers
rather than a nation of consumers.
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