
5518 COMMONS DEBATES

Oral Questions

Mr. Stephen Harper (Calgary We*st): Mr. Speaker, that is
one of the more rapid policy changes we have seen. It certainiy
does flot reflect the trust us approach we heard froni the Prime
Minister yesterday on the lobbying issue.

In committee a couple of days ago the member for Saint-De-
nis vias saying that many voters are too illiterate to be able to get
their names on votera lista and referendums. We believe that
Canadians are vieil informed and should be consulted.

It has been the poaition of this party in the past that on
constitutional issues there should be national referendums.
Quebec's separation viould b-

The. Speaker: I wouid ask that the. hon. member put his
question forthwith.

Mr. Harper (Calgary West): Mr. Speaker, does the. Prime
Miniater agree that Canadians should bc consulted by national
referendums on major constitutional changea, yea or no?

Rlght Hon. Jean Chrétien (Prime Minister): Mr. Speaker,
vihen vie debated tbis question under the previous government 1
was the one who propoaed the national referendum which led to
the vote on the Charlottetown accord.

There is a lavi on referendums but it is not an instrument we
use for every question. I believe that the fundamentai responsi-
bility in democracy lies wiiîh members of Parliament to stand
and vote representing their people.

If the. hon. member doe. not have enough confidence to use
hua ovin judgment and viants a referendum on everything, if h.e
does flot have the guts to make up hi. mind and cannot stand the
heat, then hie ahould get out of the kitchen. We are here to make
decisions and vie wiIi make them.
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In dealing with this problem, does the. minist
launch a national waste tax programn or viould
province develop its ovin strategy?

Hon. Sheila Copps (Deputy Prime Minister a
of the Envîronment): Ms. Speaker, in the announ(
following the meeting of the Council of Environmc
heid in St. John, New Brunsviick, three weeks ago, i
unanimousiy to develop a specific strategy that
place at the next meeting.

- Obviously, waste collection is a provincial respoi
any action plan that resuits from our meeting in No,
yul have to be impIemented by the provinces.

Mr. Roger Pomerleau (Anjou-Rivière-des-Pi
Speaker, last week, the Minister of the Environmeni
importance of harmonizing policies in Canada.
understand, considering tiie government's poor rec4
ai-provincial agreements and irrespective of the
negotiations betvieen tie provinces and tie privati
the federal government yull go ahead this faîl wil
viaste recycling policy?

Hon. Sheila Copps (Deputy Prime MInister al
of the Environment): Ms. Speaker, if tie hon. 1
listened to my ansvier ho his first question, I though
clear. This is not a mather of tie federal minister i
ovin solution. This vias a unanimous decision t
environment ministers aI the meeting in St. John. V
a problem, and we vianted a harmonized solution.

We follovied the path described by my colleagul
tien, the environment critic, who stated at the begi
mandate Ihat the environment vias not a provincial
one that vient beyond provincial boundaries and V/
aIl Canadians. What I tirovi in the viater in Ontarl
arrives in Quebec, and that is wiy vie viant a harmor

[English]

[Translation]
PAROLE

RECYCLING

Mr. Roger Pomerleau <Anjou-Rivière-des-Prairies): Ms.
Speaker, my question is directed to he Minister of the Environ-
mont. in a report pubiisbed 1aI vieek, Stahiatics Canada an-
nounced Ihat Canada was one of five counîries viiîi the highest
viaste production per capita in the worid. Subsequently, the
Minister of the Environment said Ihat sh. considered introduc-
ing an environmeirtal lax next (ail if negotiations on viasIe
recycling b.twe.n te provinces and the private seclor viOtC Rot
suocessful.

Mr. Pat O'Brien (London-Middlese
question is for tie Solicihor General.

Many people in my riding of London-b
concern.d viith the. reinlegration of repeat 1
our coinmunity. Tihe parole system is oui
return offenders 10 the. communihy viith cý
and support, hoviever it is flot viithout so

Could the. minister informn the House of
taken ho improve our current system of p
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