
May 10, 1966COMMONS DEBATES 46

tremendous henefit t0 the locality. I arn won-
dering whefher we could look into this aspect
of the matter in our search for assisting these
local people.

Now, Mr. Speaker, there is one other fact
of which we musf nover lose sight, and thaf
is that fhis nation and the world more and
more each day is approaching a crisis in the
search for edibles to feed the multitudes of
people on f his planef. More and more we are
becoming conscious of the fact that the peo-
ple who live in the so-called have-nef nations
are not going f0 ho satisfled wifh the low
calorie diet which has been forced upon fhem
through the years. They are nof going te be
satisfied t0 se their populations decimated
every year or se by famine. They f00 are
becomings knowledgeable and know there are
areas where thore is abundance; but unforfu-
nafely areas of abundance are becoming fow-
or and fewer every year. As a matter of fact,
Mr. Speaker, in the lasf few years some of
these so-called exporting nations are becom-
ing inlperting nations because fhey do nof
p roduce enough food themselves fo feed their
own populations. So we musf nover lose sighf
of this facf.

In addition, we should nover develop a
policy which f0 any degrce removes arable
land fromn cultivation and ouf of the over-ali
concept of producing as rnuch food as possi-
ble. Foo~d and water are the two most impor-
tant commodities of human rosources Canada
will have for the future. These are two
commodities we must preduce in abundance;
and in my humble opinion as far as ARDA is
concerned our program must ho direcfed f0-
ward this production.

How do we do this, Mr. Speaker? I fhink
we must provide a tremendous amount of
monev for the research which is necessary to
bring these so-called designated poverty areas
up f0 a production nover before thought
possible. This is done by producing grains
which have a shorfer growing season or
which have a higher prof ein value; grains
which can ho grown in soul which cannot
produce grain today. By the use of proper
planting methods we must exfend our grow-
ing areas furfher and further afield and pro-
duce food more successfully.

We must not only develop these areas but
musf employ the necessary technicians to
show our farmers how fhis food may be
grown, how cattle may be raised, and how
poulfry may be reared on a limited acreage fo
provide that living for our families which is
necessary. The people will learn by example.
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Rural Development
If, under this scheme as set out, the gov-

ernment intends to take area farms or a
township or county in any segment of the
country, and carefully husband ail of the
resources available-as was so ably pointed
out by the hon. member for Qu'Appelle (Mr.
Hamilton) -analyse them and see what can be
done, and by going into such areas show the
rest of Canada that we nof only have the
desire at the federal level but the ability and
knowledge to increase the living standards of
t1iose peonle, regardless of whether they are
on the farms, in the related industries or in
small factories, thcn if we do raise the living
standards of an entire arca which is sutlering
from peverty today the people of Canada will
take heart and support such a bill as that
brought in by the minister.

I-Iwever, if wc find that the enthusiasm of
the minister, when it is filtered down through
the varieus bureaus and cemmittees te the
grass rmots level, is nothing Iess than lip
service, thon we are doing the people of
Canada a disservice in this type of legisiation.
I have hopes that this bill will be the begin-
ning and flot the end. As has been pointed
out by other speakers in this house, the
responsibility lies on the shoulders of the
minister, not only as te the manner in which
he administers this bill, but in the way he
provides the enthusiasm and drive behind if.
* (7:10 p.m.)

If ho can do this, if he can mnake the people
enthusiastie about it, if he can keep ouf
partisan politios and keep out everything thaf
would distract from the accomplishmenf of
the purposes set out in the bill-if ho does
nothing else, ho will have performed a greaf
service f0 the people of this nation. This is
what the people of Canada are waiting to see;
this is what the people of Canada expect
f rom a government. The people have a right
fo this; they have a right to expeet this kind
of administration. Surely the minister is in a
position now to n-eef this challenge.

I think the minister grasped the concept of
this when he carefully analysed the prohlem.
I hope, after serious consideration, that the
legislation ho proposes is correct. If the
minister has considered this legislafion, and if
his associates in the departmenf have careful-
ly considered if, and applied themselves, flot
just to freafing if as another act of parlia-
ment, as window dressing for political pur-
poses, but to making it work as something
designed to help the poor areas of Canada, it
will not only have the support of ail sides of
the house, but it will have the support of that
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