
MAY 29, 1941
Succe88ion Duty Act

1 have heard in the last few daye and read
in the debates statemients that persona have
the right to continue to transmit property
fromn generation to generation. Let me quote-

Mr. DUPUIS: Would the lion, gentleman
give the source from which hie ie quoting?

Mr. COLDWELL: It ie the Malvern
Conference, England, 1941.

Mr. DUPUIS: What ie the date of the
publication?

Mr. COLDWELL: 1 am taking this from
June 7 issue of Liberty. I have, however,
the original copy of the proceedings of the
conference ini my office, and 1[ can assure the
hon, gentleman that this je exactly the samie.
The Archbishop of York, who placed the crown
on the queen's head, wro'te this:

It ie perfectly audicrous that because someone
lent money for the building of say, the Great
Western Raiiway, hie should be .Poseeeed of
a salable right to levy a private tax upon that
railway for ever.

The contribution of labour, 'whether mania-
gerial, administrative, or manual, muet equally
with the contribution of capital, and with stil]
further right, carry a titie ta representation
on the board of directore. The inveetor gets
hie interest; the workman gete hie wagee. There
ie no reaeon why the former should get contraI.
and the latter should flot. It is on the whole
more reaeonable that labour ehould hire capital
than that capital ehould hire labour, because
capital can exiet without capitaliste, but labour
cannot exiet without labourere.

There is a fundamienîtal t.ruth which i
legislarbion of this kind we h-ave begun ta
recognize.

One more thing I should like to say. The
leader of the opposition yesterday made the
statement that:

Onie of the objecte of the dictator of Germany
under the national-eocialiem astem, and one of
the objecte of the dictator of Italy under f aeciam
in effeet is to deetroy the capitalietie eyetem.
Wbat do they ofier us in ite place?

Anyone who knows the story of the riee of
either Mussolini in Italy or of Hitler i
Germany knows that the reverse je true, that
these men were both financed and promoted
in order that they might destroy the social
democratic movemnents -in their respective
lands.

Mr. MacINNIS: Financed by the capitaliste.

Mr. COLDWELL: By the capitaliste of
those countries and, incidentally, of other
countries. We know that every persan who
stood for social and economic reform, for
social democracy, beginning with Matteotti,
the great 8ocial.ýdemocratie leader of Italy,
down to the social democratic leaders of
democratie Germany, were murdered by the
dictators, or placed in concentration campe,
or compelled to fiee into exile. What we are

witnessing to-day is the fruit of the greed of
those who thought to stifie social reform, and
who set up a Frankenstein whieh to-day in
threatening ta destroy us ail.

Therefore I wish ta commend this legisla-
tion and. to express the hope that it will be
extended as the years go by. The hion. mem-
ber for Broad-view (Mr. Chureh), whom I
respect very highly as a member of thje house,
eaid just now that hle objected ta thie legisla-
tion because it brought hardship on the thrifty
and on the poor. But only look at the
returns.-look at the advertisementa of aur
mesurance companies, for instance, which tell
us that of a hundred young men now twenty-
five yeare of age, only four will be wealthy
when-they reach sixty, only a few more will
b'e able to maintain themeelves, and the vast
majority will be dead: or mainly dependent
upon relatives and friende.

An hion. MEMBER: Or upon the
government.

Mr. COLDWELL: Quite true. Recause, if
you will look at the applications for old; age
pensions ini this wealthy country, you will oe
that they bear out the statement that if we
did not care for them, in the very modest
way ini which we are doing to-day, they would
be euffering great hardships in the eventide
of life. The'refore again I commend the
Minuster of Finance (Mr. fesley) for this
legislation, and I have been disappointed at
the long barrage of criticism put up against
it by the Conservative leader in thie hoans.
That, of course, is the traditions! Conservative
attitude. That is the traditions! attitude
which, years ago, drove many a young man
out of the ranke of the Conservative party.
To-day that is not the attitude of ei'ther
humane or thinking people, and as a member
of an opposition group in this house I comn-
mend the government for bringing in this
measure. My main criticlsm je t.hst àt doeo
not go f ar enough.

Mr. MacNICOL: If the hion, gentleman will
permit me, the leader of the opposition (Mr.
Hanson) on repeated occasions during the
course of this debate ham commended the
government for bringing in thie legislation.

Mr. COLDWELL: I can pick out aîl kinds
of places in Hansard where the legislation wae
not commended. In hie budget speech the
leader of the opposition regretted, very much
that this bill had been brought into parliament
at all at thje time.

Therefore, commending the measure, I hope
it will be expanded, and I hope, on a future
occasion, instead of a succession duty bill,
we shaîl have a death duty bill. An hion.


