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I will give the case of a young lewyer, keen
and anxieus to go oversees. He is cheincd
to a desk belping to kccp records. Somcbody,
of course, bas te do that; it is very important
to, keep records. But bere is a man who can
do valuable work as a flghting man, and yct,
because hie has some qualifications as a lawyer
enci is a good office men, hie is juat cbeined to
a desk keeping records.

Mr. ROSS (Moose Jaw): Should thatma
be texed?

Mr. BANSON (York-Sunbury): H1e does
net want to stey in Canada; be wants to go
overseas. If bie were back in civilian life
practising bis profession he would be taxed
mucb more heavily.

Mr. ROSS (Moose Jaw): Tbere are many
men in bis position in the forces to-day wbo
woiile go oversees if tbey could, but they are
beld back for some particular reasen.

Mr. HANSON (York-Sunhury): I know; tbe
wholc tbing is se difficuit tbat it is impossible
te lay doxxn a general rule tbat will give satis-
faction te everybody, and I think tbe minister
will ag-rcc witb me tbere.

Mr. MACDONALD (Brantford City): Is if
net better te err on the genereus aide?

Mr. HANSON (Yerk-Sunbury): I arn
agreeablc te that principle, but net if it is
going te cest tbe nation $25,000,000. Tbat is
a litge sum. 1 can scarcely believe if is tbat
large, but the minister says se. Bis officiais
bave made tbe estimate, and I must ecccpt it
because I bave ne evidence te the centrery.
Certainly, be gencreus, but I do suggest tbat
if is a good principle te follow tbat you must
be just before you arc generous.

Mr. GREEN: Did tbe miniter say there
werc 20,000 officers in Canada? Would bie
mmnd repeating tbe figure?

Mr. ILSLEY: Tbe number of commis-
sioned officers in Canada in tbe tbree services
as 24,499.

Mr. GREEN: Dees that include tbe reserve?

Mr. ILSLEY: I teok if fer granted that it
did net include tbe reserve. If was net made
for the purpose of including tbe reserve, and
I am pretty sure it dees net.

Mr. GREEN: It seems very bigb. The
minister bas said thet between twenty end
twenty-five million dollars would be lest in
taxation if tbese efficers werc exempt. Tbat
would ameunt to about one thousand dollars
per officer, wbich egain seems very bigb. Tbe
bistery of tbis matter, tbe cemmittce will
rememnber, is tbat wben tbe national defence
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tax was imposed two years ago there was
quite a battie staged in the house to bring
about exemption fromn the tax for ail the men
in the active forces, in the navy, the army
and the air force, but et that time the min-
ister would flot go the wbole way. He taxed
the officers and exempted those in the ranks,
and that is wby the act appears in its present
form. I tbougbt at the time, and I stili
think, there is too mucb of a tendency here
to focus attention on the staff officers that
we sec around Ottawa. For every man you
sec here wbo is in a very nice spot-and
some people think hie is having a life wbicb
is too easy-there are a bundred out in the
districts wbo arc there ready to do a job,
rcady to fight and ready to die. I do not
tbink it is fair te Jet our views be based
entirely on what we sce here in Ottawa. We
mus~t look bcyond and see these men wbo arc
out in the various units.

Mr. ILSLEY: May I ask a question: Is
readincss to fight, readincss to do one's duty
in that way, a ground for relief from taxation?

Mr. GREEN: I think that the idea of the
house two years ago was that these men who
are prepared f0 die for us sbould not be
subject to income taxes, and more particularly
the national defence tax. That was the
basis on whicb the bouse passcd the exemp-
tion in 1940, and se fer as I am concerned
that stili bolds good. I do not tbink these
men sbould be texed even if it meens a loss
of $20,000,000, and I think that is a very
much exgggerated figure.

Mr. ILSLEY: What about the reserve
army? They arc prepared to die-

Mr. GREEN: The reserve army are in
an entircly different category. They are
serving only at nigbt; they are not on a full-
time basîs.

Mr. ILSLEY: Tbey arc prepared to defcnd
themselves and, if necessary, to die. Is that
a ground for exempting them?

Mr. GREEN: They are in an entirely
different position from the active army.

Mr. ILSLEY: They are different, but net
on that criterion.

Mr. GREEN: Their pay is very, very
smali, at any rate. It is net a matter of their
being forccd f0 live on their pay, wbicb
really dees not emount to anything at al.
Some of tbem in the final resuit do flot get
anytbing. But I do suggest that no one
wents to see the exemptions which are now
in effeet taken away, and if there must be
taxation then Jet there be exemption up te


