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promised reign of righteousness wauld be
brought into existence. I had iearned at
the feet of those Liberal statesmen to be-
lieve that the tariff was bleeding the people
until they were white. Indeed, I had
iistened to the deciaratioîis of all the Lil>erai
leaders on this question in the old days.
I. had seen the blue blood course through
the bald head of Sir Richard Cartwright
as 1 xvas sitting in the Press gallery listen-
ing to his denunciation of a total annual
expenditure by the Dominion of $.37,000,000
as a shame and a disgarace. le said it
meant the ruin of the peoplek. The first ya(,ar
of thie ;r) calUd Liberal Administratian tlie
expen i tLurp fior civil goveminment wVs lui-
cre-'ýsed ýto the enormous sumi of eighty mdi-

iioný.. 1 liad heard the appointmnelt of
members of Parliamrent to office denounced
as an outrage. 1 had heard the Senate
cursed f rom JJan týo Beersheba, and ive xxer,
told that if we put the Liberals in office al
these tings, xvould be corrected. But they
were flot. I remember going to onc of the
leaders of the îparty xvho had taugh-lt mie the
princills of Liberalismi, and I remiember
protestin.g to hin with ereat earnestnes
as a young man that the policy
and platformn of the Liberal party should ho,
adhered to. I remember saying ta lm in
my childish xvay-because 1 was quite
young then-that Providence hiad raised
1dm up to be a great leader in the Liberal
party so that he mîght have it in his power
ta do a good turn to the people of Canada
and set a new ideal before them. I said
to himt I have a desire ta assist you in
carrying out your programme and doing
some good ta the people of Canada; if yau
xviii do this, you xvili have my devoted as-
sistance, flot oniy in everything that my
paper can do in heiping you along the line
of lifting the people out of the slough of
political despond in whichi they have been
wallowing for ail these years, but my per-
sonai heip also. Whiat do you suppose was
the answer to me, and I have often won-
dered if the samne answer had been given ta
mny young friends fromn Calgary and Fort
William, what they would hiave thought.
This leader of the Liberal party looked aI
mie and said: " Bob, you are toa good for
this wNorid." I neyer had any idea that I
hiad a passport for Paradise or Ihat I had ail
the virtues that xvouid put mie Ihere by
Limited Express but I had the old-fashioned
notion that a platform that was made ta get
in on shouid be a platfrom that was made
ta stand on.

Let us just look for a moment at what
the promise was in regard ta the tariff. My
respected friend from Re~d Deer (Mr.

['Mr. E îchardson.j

Clark) quoted it the other night. 1 shall
take the opportunity of repeating it:

I siibmit to yau that the ideal fiscal systemt is
the British systemn of free trade.

Let Lt be well understood that from this mo-
nient we have a, distinct issue with the party in
power. Their ideal is protection; aur ideal is
f ree trade.

Under the administration of the Canser-
vative party that sponsoreýd the National
Poiicy, the average tariff was about .35 per
cent. Sir Clifford -Siflon and other leaders
hiad gone into the West for years and de-
clared ta the farmers that if they under-
steod the iniquity af this thing they neyer
would stand it for a moment. They said:
Let us have somte other policy. Weil, Sir,
the tariff was revised in 1897 and what do
you suppose, Mr. Speaker, was the reduc-
tion? I just put it ta yau. You are a suc-
cessfui and a wise man and I wouid like
ta get an expression of opinion from you
privateiy as ta what you realiy thought of
it. I am plea-sed ta see the praphet from
Brome (Mr. MeMaster) in his place and lis-
Iening ta what I arn saying. The aid Tory
tariff was 35 per cent on the average and
the total reduction made by the Liberai
Gavernment, according tc, the hion. the Min-
ister of Trade and Commerce (Sir George
Foster) who was the financial critic for the
C biiervatives at that tinme, and vv hase state-

!ntI b ave 1îever lîear<i challonged, was
-exenty-onie oine-hundred.Ithis of one per cent.

Now it is true-my hion. friend opposite
would interrupt me but I wili anticipate
him-we had also the British preference.
I will -ive the Liberai governiment al
credit for everything they did; we had the
British preference, but 71/100 of one per
cent was the reduction in the tariff.
I think I couid have stood it, I think,
perhaps, I couid have borne with Christian
fortitude the situation, only my frienda the
Liberals expected me to be pleased about
it. to giggle, as il were, over the fact that
their piedges had been redeemed. I was
prýfectly wiliing ta bear with equanimity

the situation, but 1 will be hanged if I
was able to, laugh over it. I did consider-
able squirming, and when the Opposition
introduced their catch-votes, to, catch some
of us new members, I naturaiiy, was terri-
ficaily uneasy, and I was shooting around
Irying ta get my bearîngs, but aid Doclor
Landerkin, a fine aid chap, wouid say: "Oh,
stand by your party, R. L. stand by your
party; this is the usual thing, just vote it
down, and neyer mmnd what anybody says."
But an agriculturai. impiement resolution
was hrought up, and inasmuch as I had
stuiîped Lisgar an frec irnplcrinents an(l the


