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ill{)ner. Whether that is a good opinion of
‘Ol‘llle or mot, I propose to remove that
iup-t by taking away the exclusive juris-
SGCtlon of it.he chief commissioner. I do not
eme Why his co-commissioners, men of ripe
aDel‘len‘ee as they are said to be, men who
have been members of this House, who
Qol‘;e taken part in making the laws of the
. itry, should not be competent to discuss
. Question of law. We have too much law
t!‘attihls country :?.Ild not suflicient adminis-
giv, on. There is too much consideration
f;n to the letter of the law and not enough
Dunbll'le Spirit and effect of it. What the
mn o€ are looking for to-day is not law.
Qu:y want relief in regard to this telephone
Stion, which I am sorry to say they are
Omygebtmg_in this case, because there is
of 2 question of daw raised and the claims
Th ee DPeople are sent to the courts.
eals O_thter amendment which I propose
tlemey With the same question: If hon. gen-
hﬂnelql will r(?member, after a long fight
aAvin ast session in favour of the public
the § Some relief from the monopoly of
Miin t:‘ﬂl Telephone Company, thie then
e T of Railways and Canals introduced
Ause which reads as follows :
inzggnever any municipality, corporation or
Stry, Orated company has authority to con-
tem > Operate and maintain a telephonic sys-
in, tn any district, and is desirous of obtain-
With grephon}c connection or communication
Co Bin Within any station or premises of the
With Y, in such district, and cannot agreé
€ company with respect thereto, such
iy ty, corporation or incorporated com-
anqd ythapply to the board for leave there-
o fore board may order the company to
b such tsuph connection or communication
Oarq dee erms as to compensation as the
ang dip ms just and expedient, and may order
Upop whect how, when, where, by whom and
connecti&t terms and conditions such telephonic
stl‘llctedol.l Or communication shall be con-
» Operated and maintained.

0

Mim:b’e We had a hard battle with the then
Slop Onl of Railways and Canals last ses-
of harq that clause and, after a great deal
AWsyp, fighting, he came to the House and
Whi the House that he had a clause

o
I'ovx
Upop

ch
Lo WOUld afford relief to the people and

Oy,
© their cause of complaint. He said
Qou,n

t’he peopl "

t ple in any portion of the
Dropy; Y desired to have access to railway
N ’In:m} Would grant their request. He

Ougg g, o Delieve, as he led the whole
& Densaty the country to believe, that the
wous ¥ %n Wwould be simply for damages
Vsta Mo € entrance of a mew telephone
o Se qg 511 railway building and the ex-
th idey em& ntaining it there. There was
ae Coungy I conveyed to the House or to
ny '{l that the Bell Telephone Com-
r&r& poﬁivtiol‘e railway company were to be
g, mtemer“ to obtain enormous damages
lhen%(ﬂy énce with what they claim is a

Teggq t};""ﬂleze enjoyed by them. Let
11 € decision of the chief commis-

sioner, so that you may see how far-reaching
it.is:

Our decision, therefore, is to make the order
under clause 193, granting leave to the Port
Arthur municipality to connect, operate and
maintain their telephone systems within the
passenger and freight stations of the Canadian
Pacifi¢ Railway Company at Port Arthur, upon
terms’ as to compensation for any actual pecu-
niary loss the Bell Company and the Canadian
Pacific Railway Company shall satisfy us they,
or either of them, will sustain by reason of, or
consequent upon the interferences with the ex-
isting contractual rights of the parties, and
also such charges and expenses as may be oc-
casioned. by the construction, operation and
maintenance of the connection in the stations
at Port Arthur of the telephones of the munici-
pality.

There the chief commissioner lays it down
that before the people of any municipality
can have telephone connection with a
railway station, they must pay such com-
pensation as the Bell Company and the
Canadian Pacific Railway Company can es-
tablish that they have sustained through
their contract, all rights whatever they may
be, having been interfered with. The two
companies came before the board and they
put up an argument that they would sustain
hundreds of thousands of dollars of damages,
and that the people of Port Arthur and Fort
William or any other community, would
have to pay compensation for these enor-
mous damages before they could have tele-
phone connection with the railway stations.
I do not care to say'; or I will not say that I
was deceived by the statement made by the
Minister of Railways at that time; but I
must say that I was not sufficiently alert to
the workings of the legal mind. We were
certainly led to believe in this House that
something was to be done by the govern-
ment to remove the grievances which ex-
isted, and that the people were to be given
telephonic access to these railway stations.
In order to make the law clear, I propose to
amend that clause by putting in these
words —

And such compensation shall be limited to
the direct and immediate local damages actually
suffered by reason of such construction, opera-
tion, and maintenance by the railway company
at such station and premises ; and not from any
cause, matter, or business extending beyond the
same.,

I think that is a very reasonable amend-
ment, and that it will carry out what was
the expectation of parliament at the time
this Act was passed. In order to show that
this is the view the public take of it, I wish
to read from the decision of Mr. Commis-
gjoner Mills. I have not the judgment of
Mr. Commissioner Bernier, but I gather that
it was in the same line as that of Mr. Com-
missioner Mills. I think hon. gentlemen
will do well to pay attention to this state-
ment of Commissioner Mills, who says =

In all the cases cited one thing is clear, viz.,
that the fundamental and guiding principle {g the



