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remarkable histrionic powers the First Ministor has ex-
hibited. It is said by the admirera of Mr. Gladstone,
that they are willing to back Mr. Gladstone against
any man of his years in England to eut down trees,
but I think the admirers of the present venerable father of
the House-because I believe the hon. gentleman has
attained that distinction-I think they could fairly back
him against any man, not only of his years, but any
man in Canada, either for turning a summersault or oxe-
cating a double-shuffle, or capacity for devouring his own
words, or ability to turn his back upon himself in any
conceivable fashion or way. Now, Sir, I can recollect
exceedingly well a good many illustrations of this remark-
able faculty, this mental agility which the hon. gentleman
possesses. I recollect at an early time in the formation of
this Confederation we were told that we were now prepar-
ing to tread in the footsteps of English statesmen and eco-
nomists, whom the hon. gentleman always desired then,
as ho says ho desires now, to imitate. I can recol-
lect very well in the earlier period of this Confed-
erution the hon. gentleman issuing some moet admirable
state papers, in which ho defined, with great clear-
ness and precision, the daties of the Central Government
and the Local Governments; and most of us have since had
frequent opportunities of seeing how completely the hon.
gentleman can violate all those admirable precepts which
ho then so lucidly laid down. I desire to call attention to a
speech which ho made very recently in England, and as ho
accused rny hon. friend beside me of misquoting him, 1 will
take the trouble to read exactly what the hon. gentle-
man said, as reported by an organ which certainly does not
design to misrepresent any of his utterances. The hon.
gentleman said:

" With regard to the question of Imperial federation, he fully agreed
that there must be Imperial federation. He believed that as the
auxiliary nations of Australia and Canada and South Africa increased,
the present relations, comfortable and pleasant as they were, could not
remain pei manently fixed. As those auxiliary nations must increase
in wealth and in population, so they must in responsibilities, and speak-
ing for the Dominion of Canada, he might say they were ready to
increase the responsibilities, they were ready to join the Mother Country
in her offensive and defensive league, te sacrifice their last man, and
their last shilling in defence of the Empire and the fiag of England.''1
That, Sir, was on the 4th of January, 1886, and I-suppose
it is a correct report.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Certainly.
Sir RICHARD CARTWRIG IT. And 1 fiad, eighteon

months before this, as reported in the same newspaper, that
the hon. gentleman speaking, not to an Eiaglish, but to a
Canadian audience in Toronto, declarod that Imperial feder-
ation was utterly impracticable.

" Imperial federation is utterly impracticable. We could never agree
to send a number of men over to Engiand to sit in Parliament there andvote away our rights and privileges."

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Ear, hear. That is the
lederation I did not agree with.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT:
I aas far as this question oesup tothe handiea Home Ru er. Wewill govern our own country. We will put on the taxes ourselves. If we

choose to misgovern ourselves we will do so, and we do not desire Eng.
land, Ireland or Scotland to tel! us we are fools. We will say, ' If we
are fools we will keep our folly to oureelves. You will not be the worsefor it, and we will net b. the werae for any folly of yours.'Y >

Now, it does appear to me that there is, to say the
least of it, a trifling inconsistency between those two
utterances, by the hon. gentleman. The lon. gentleman,
speaking in his position as Premier of Canada, under-
takes to pledge the Dominion to some scheme which
no doubt was clearly defined in hie own mind, else a man
of hie station and prudence would never have given his
assent to it ; and I think we have a right to know what that
scheme of federation is which the hon. gentleman advocates,
and for tho carrying out of which hoeis willing to pledge the,

Sia RIcHARD CARTWRIGHT.

last man and the last dollar which his Government have left
in our treasury. The hon. gentleman who sits beside him
will have an opportunity of explaining to us how much
money we have left; and I do not wish to anticipate the
roseate and glowing terms in which, as we know by experi.
ence, ho will acquit himself of his task- But I desire to
say that this question is too important a question to be
treated as a means of catching, by clap-trap, the cheers of
an English audience on one occasion, and of a Canadian
audience on another. If the hon, gentleman has con.
victions on this subject, if he thinks that sncb a project
is practicable, then I call upon the hon. gentleman
to explain his scheme, and I say it is bis duty, after
pledging himseolf in this way, after pledging the Domi-
nion of Canada, speaking for it in bis official capacity,
it is his duty to tell us precisely what ho proposes to
do -what it is that ho proposes tO pledge us to, what this
project is which so greatly commends itself to his mind,
although apparently il did not so greatly commend itself to
him, as short a period ago as 18 months. Sir, if the hon.
gentleman means anything by the remarks ho made, ho
means a very considerable deal. If, on the other hand, as I
very much fear, the hon. gentleman means nothing; if bis
remarks amount to a more rhetorical flourish, then I have
to tell him that such words used by him, who was praoti-
cally, to all intents and purposee, our ambassador in
England at the time, do great harm, and are calculated to
bring the honor of Canada into very serious discredit.
The hon. gentleman, in his anxiety, I suppose, to throw oil
on the troubled waters, denounced my hon. friend beside
me as most malignant and unchristian, and went on to say
that my hon. friend had rakel together all this garbage.
Now, Sir, I listened carefully to the statements my hon.
friend read ; they were one and all of them utterances either
of the hon, gentleman himseolf or of some of the hon. gentle-
man's colleagues; and if those statements be correctly
described as garbage, what possible opinion can hon. gentle-
men opposite have of their own utterances ? The hon.
gentleman went on to use very etrong language, indeed, as
to the advice which ho stated to have been tendered from
this side of the House, that hoeshould have endeavored, two
years ago, while there was yet time, when due notice had
been given of tho probab!e abrogation of the Fishery
Treaty --

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. No, of the certain.
Sir RICHARD CA RTWRIGIIT. What other form of

words would the hon. gentleman have ? The thing cannot
be certain until it has happened, the hon. gentleman must
admit. Bat the hon. gantleman's contention was this, that
ho and bis friends behind him would rather endure any
loss, would rather run any risk to this country, than
humiliate themselves by proposing, a couple of years ago, to
the American Government what they actually proposed
the other day ; and ho went on to say, possibly with some
reason, that there were circumstances known to him and
to the Imporial Government which rendered it unlikely at
that moment that such an appliction would meet with a
fit response. Well, Sir, what was our charge? Our
charge was that the bon. gentleman would not take
any stops to renew the treaty, and would not take any stops
to protect our fish and fishermén; that was our charge.
The hon. gentleman had a right, if ho chose, to refuse to
take steps to renew the treaty, but it was his bounden duty,
the moment ho made up his mind to that course, to protect
our people in the exorcise of their just rights. IL is not by
any means alone that ho refused to attempt to renew that
treaty, but that, knowing as ho says that it was certain to be
abrogated, the hon. gentleman would not lift bis little finger
to enable our people to enjoy their just rights; that is his
offence, and a very serions offence it is against the people
of this country; and I do not hesitate toitell him that ha
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