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were to be mutually interested in. That letter he never' the Minister of the Interior made the defenc. Now
replied to. I wrote him another asking him to reply to' during those meetings of the committee, that hai
the first, but he did not reply, and I. found out afterwards been adjourned from time to time, to which I afladed, I
that ho had taken those letters, while ostensibly a mem- made the statement, as I told you, at the first meeting of
ber of the same party to which I belong-if I belong to any the committee, that we were mutually interested in the
party-and showed them to members of the party opposed road. The member for West Toronto (Br. Beaty) got up
to him, if he belongs to the Conservative party; I found and denied it in toto ; he said there was not a word oftruth
that, without being accosted by the reporters of the Re. in the statement. Well, I said, I have your letters-I had
form press, he interviewed them, and made statements to one which I had not handed over-and [ have given them
them with regard to his connection and mine with the to the hon. the Minister of Finance; I gave them to him
road. Ie even went so far as, when I came into the build- last summer, and I said they will prove my statement. I
ing and he was talking to a Mr. McNee, the reporter of the was there in the presence of my peers, I was there in the
Winnipeg Pree Pres, to ask Mr. MeNee to come out into presence of almost the whole Parliament-160 members
the corridors, as he did not wish to talk before me. After formed that committee-and, having made the statement
having filled the ears of the members of the Opposition and that I did and having it denied by the momber for West
the correspondents of the Reform press, he went to New Toronto, I found myself uncorroborated; and when I made
York and attempted to make another agreement. When the statement that the Minister of Finance had letters which
this Session opened,the member for West Toronto introduced would prove it, I was asked to produce those letters. I
a Bill to amend the North-West Central Railway Act. I wrote to the Minister of Finance and asked him té produce
looked at the Bill, and found that all the guards, all the them. The Minister of Finance replied what has ben in
checks, ensuring payment to the workmen upon the road, the papers, but, as it was done before a committee, of course
the old Souris and Rocky Mountain Railway, of which this it was not taken down in the Hansard. The Minister of
was a revival, had been left ont: I found that, in so many Finance replied to me that hc could not find my letters,
words-and I have the Bill here-he introduced his mea- that he had mislaid them in shifting his office from
sure, leaving out those clauses, without which the North- the Ministry of Marine and Fisheries, but that thc
West Central Railway Act would not have passed in 1884. impression made upon us mmd by reading tii
When that Bill came before the Committee of Railways letters, which ho md doue, was that the member for West
and Canals I objected to it, and in the course of my objec- Toronto and myseif vere mutually interestcd in the road
tion I made, in substance, the statements which I have just and ail connectcd tlercwith. Therefere, I vas nabied,
made in the beginning of the few remarks I am addressing ltheugh my lettors vore net forthcoming by no fauit cf
to the Huse. The committee at once, almost unanimously mine, te prove fromtho Finance Minister cf Canada, MY
-I think quite so, with the exception of the member for statenent made bofore thnt committee and most solemnly
West Toronto and two or three of his co-directors-struck and positively denicd by tie member for West Toronto in
out all these objectionable clauses, and left the Bill merely the presence cf the chairman of the committee, in tic pre-
an extension of time; but then they told the member for sence cf the leader cf the Opposition, ln Uic presence of
West Toronto that they would give him certain time to every member of that committeeand it vasfilled to over-
produce evidence of his ability to build the road. The com- fiowing-notwitlstanding is denial. After another adjourn.
mittee adjourned, and when they met again the member for ment, I stated W that committee thât I had a letter te show
West Toronto could not show any ability to build the road, that the membor for West Toronto had demandcd as us
but said ho expected the papers that night, and asked theshare cf the profit in building tint read, from a contractor
committee to be kind enough to adjourn again. The whom ho wished W undertake the vork, Uic modeit sum of
committee adjourned for a week, and I think there $675,000. I rond that lotter. That vasdenied, as my
was another adjournment, besides, to give him time. 8tatement lad beon dcniodWvici I have alluded as cor-
There were three adjournments altogether, and when robornted by the Finance*Minister. Ât a subsequent meet-
the committee met last Friday, they met for the ing I read a letter from anctier man vice name I forget
purpose of enabling the member for West Toronto nov, snyîng lo vas present vien the member for West
to show his ability to build the road, because the statements Toronto snv tie man to viom I have rcfcrred as vriting
made during the meetings of the committee at different the firat letter, and thnt ho heard the member for West
times seemed to me to indicate the feeling of the whole com- Toronto demand that as thc modest sum ho vanted for
mittee that the present promoters of that charter, notably vint ho callod1"the boy." That vas aise denied. Now I have
the member for West Toronto, as its president, should not in my baud anothor pieceof evidence cf the memberfor West
be allowed to go on. That was the unanimous feeling Toiento endoavering W soil this charter, for it le nothing bat
of the committee, but when we met last Friday we were tlat. Thevas ne honest attempt mado W build on. foot
informed that it was determined this Bill should pass, cf tus rond. Thero vas net an honest attempt te put a
extending the time, and if the promoters did not show thoodolite on the rend, W take a measurementt take a
their ability to build the road by the first of June next, levol, te do anytiing, W go eut tiere even, as I undcrstand,
when the proclamation would issue, bringing into effect the te put n foot on the rend, but merely te havk the rond, not
charter, tle Government would take upon themselves from Dan te Beersheba, viioi er. the old Palestine
the responsibility of adopting such measures as would distances, but from America W thc continent of Europe, W
ensure the building of the road. That was certainly invk it about; and md there been an honest attemptand
net what the committee ex eted. I am sure I was md there been a spade stuck in tic ground in order W
never more surprised in my 1de than when that announce- build the rond, or nnything glven cxccpting vind, viicii
ment was made, because I thonght we had been nivnys vas given, 1 would neyer have been board from li
adjourning from time to time to give the member for regard W thisBil, ve neyer vould have md tiilliintro-
West Toronto an opportunity to show that ho was able tuodnced into hs fouse W amend tic North-West Centrai
build this road. However, when it came to this announce- Rsilvny Company's charter. Wc migit have iad one for an
ment, which was an entirely different matter altogether, extension, but ve vould not have md one vith Uic obuox-
the member for West Toronto sat there and never opened ions clauses Wvici I have referred, and which tic com-
his lips. The remarks were all made by the hon. Minister mitte. at once unanimously struck out. I sny tus vas a
of Interior in the favor of the member for West Toronto, charter selling, and nothing cisc, and no honet attcmpt W
and perhaps some other hon. gentleman made remarks build the rond. fer. le a eopy cf an agreement viich I
au Wo tie position qf members cf rliament;i but shaU readin support of tiecontention i make. It t sined


