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Mr. FLEMING. The principle upon which this Bill is
supposed to be based is the equalization of population; but
it is somewhat singular that the county of Welland, which
bas a population of 5,142 above the quota, is left undis-
turbed, while tho neighboring electoral district of Monck,
by the provisions of the Bill, is re-adjusted so as to give it a
population of 4,968 below the quota, or a difference in popu-
lation in the two constituencies lying side by side of 10,120.
From what the hon. member for Monck (Mr. McCallum)
said the other evening, this discrepancy cannot be justified
even on political grounds. Hle said that he would be quite
willing to take a portion of Welland, for he believed that it
would increase his majority, and I am very sure that the
bon. member for Welland (Mr. Bunting) cannot very well
offer any objection to sharing with bis neighbor a portion
of bis county. I move :

That the said Bill be not now read a third time, but that it be resolved,
that the electoral district of Monck comprises a population of 17,145 or
3,763 below the quota; the proposed re-adjustnent withdraws from
Monck with a view to attaching it to South Wentworth the township of
Caistor, belonging municipally to the county of Lincoln, and withdraws
from Haldimaud the township of South Gayuga, belonging municipally
to that county, in order to add it to Monck; that by the change the
population of Monck is reduced to 15,9 10, or 4,968 below the q uota.

That the said Bill be referred back to a Committee of the Whole, with
instructions that they have power to amend the proposed changes in the
electoral district of Monck.

Amendment (Mr. Fleming) negatived on the following
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It being Six o'clock the Speaker left the Chair.

After Recess.

Mr. WIIELER. I desire to move an amendment re-
specting the county of Ontario. The north riding of
Ontario, as proposed by this Bill, is, I think, the most un-
shapely riding in the Province of Ontario. It is about 90
miles long. I think the Government, before the Bill is
passed, should detach the township of Scugog from North
Ontario, and add it to South Ontario; it is about 9 miles
fron the nearest point of the north riding, and it is con.
nected with the township of Reach by a floating bridge about
one-third of a mile long on Lake Scugog. In the north
riding, I find the townships of Morrison, Ryde, Draper,
Oakley, Maclean, and Macaulay, and the village of Graven-
hurst, bave been taken from Muskoka, and which make
the constituency a very unwieldy one. I think
it would be much better if the townships of
Maclean and Macaulay were added to Muskoka,
and the township of Muskoka and the village of Graven-
hurst added to North Ontario. This would make the con-
stituency much more shapely than it is at present. The
objection to that is, I suppose, that they give a Reform ma-
jority. The population of the township of Muskoka is 1,135,
and that of Gravenhurst village 1,015, making a total of
2,150. If these were added to North Ontario and the town-
ships of Macaulay and Maclean taken away, the population
of the riding would be increased by only 500. But I find
by the returns of the last election that the township of Mus-
koka gave a Reform majority of 59, and the village of
Gravenhurst a Reform majority of 62, making a total of 121;
the township of Maclean gave a Reform majority of eight,
and the township of Macaulay a Conservative majority of
13; so that the change adds 115 or 120 Conservatîve votes
to North Ontario. The resolution 1 propose to move is to
leave the county as it was before, and to take the township
of Reach from North Ontario and add it to South Ontario;
this would leave the constituencies much more shapely than
they are now, and would give then 23,000 or 24,000 each.
To show the inconvenience of the present division of the
county, I may refer to a bill whiehb I have received, calling
a meeting of the electors to organize this new constituency
of North Ontario, which states that the distance the elec-
tors will have to travel to attend the meeting will probably
not exceed fifty or sixty miles. I move:

That the said Bill be not now read a third time, but that it be
resolved, that the county of Ontario is divided into two ridings, with a
total population of 49,142, giving an average of 24,571 for each riding
and the inequalities between the two ridings car% easily be adjusted by a
transfer from the north to the south riding of a portion of the county
territory; that the proposed Bill leaves the south riding of Ontario
with a population of 20,241, as against a present population of 20,348,
and the north riding 20,828, as against a present population of 28,434,
and creates a new riding of West Ontario with a population of 19,730.
That for these purposes the south riding of Ontario is changed by -4rans-
ferring the township of Pickering to West Ontario, and by transferring
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