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In  th e  early  m onths of the  session the em ploym ent situa tion  gave some 
concern b u t m ore recen tly  the  requests fo r labour have g rea tly  increased and 
the  expanding production , rising exports and  prospects of bountifu l crops 
indicate a continuing h ea lth y  sta te  of the  C anadian  economy.

Because the  economic w ell-being  of the  nation  depends to  such an ex ten t on 
a h igh level of foreign trade , the governm ent has pu rsued  policies aim ed at 
securing th e  m ost favourab le  export m arkets fo r th e  products of our labour 
and  our land. A t th e  in te rna tiona l review  of th e  G eneral A greem ent on 
Tariffs and  T rade w hich took place last fa ll and w in ter, C anadian  delegates w ere 
active in  supporting  a policy of rem oving trad e  restric tions and  negotiating  
im proved ta riff a rrangem ents.

A su bstan tia l revision  of the U nem ploym ent Insurance Act has been m ade 
in  th e  lig h t of past experience w ith  th is  legislation. The coverage of th e  Act 
has been broadened, th e  periods of en titlem en t to  benefits revised  and  the 
am ount of both  reg u la r and  supplem entary  benefits augm ented.

To m ain ta in  th e  h igh standards of w elfare m easures in  th is country  you 
have m ade am endm ents to  the B lind Persons Act, the  W ar V eterans A llow ­
ance A ct and  th e  V eterans Benefit Act.

L egislation has been enacted to  provide fo r the inspection of m eat and 
the  estab lishm ent of standards for o ther ag ricu ltu ra l products.

The am endm ents m ade to the  M unicipal G ran ts A ct increase substan tially  
the  am ounts to  be paid  by  th e  governm ent annually  to  the  m unicipalities for 
th e ir  services to  public buildings.

The various enactm ents re la ting  to  the  C anadian N ational R ailw ays have 
been consolidated in  one sta tu te .

You have passed a m easure am ending the N ational P a rk s  A ct and m aking 
provision fo r the  estab lishm ent of a national p a rk  in  th e  Province of New ­
foundland.

O ther m easures you enacted  include: llie In te rn a tio n a l R iver Im prove­
m ents Act, th e  Foreign A irc ra ft T hird  P a rty  D am age Act, th e  C anadian Forces 
Act, 1955, th e  G rea t L akes F isheries Convention Act and  the  E xportation  of 
Pow er and  F luids and  Im portation  of Gas Act.

A m endm ents have  been m ade to  the  C rim inal Code, the  C anada G rain Act, 
the  R ailw ay Act, the  Radio Act, the  P ra irie  F arm  R ehab ilita tion  Act, the 
D efence P roduction  Act, th e  Judges Act, the  C anada E lections Act, the T rans­
p o rt Act, th e  F isheries Im provem ent Loans Act, the  P ra irie  F arm  Assistance 
A ct and  th e  St. L aw rence Seaw ay A uthority  Act.

A  Royal Com mission has been set up to enquire  in to  and repo rt upon the 
prospects fo r C anada’s economic fu tu re .

A Com m ittee has been appointed to advise upon a un ifo rm  system  of 
estab lish ing  m an u fac tu rers’ prices for the application of th e  sales tax.

M em bers o f the  House o f C om m ons:

I th an k  you fo r th e  provision you have m ade for a ll th e  essential services 
for the  cu rren t fiscal year.


