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ritish colonies in North Axrnerica were ready to discuss union of
one kind in the early 1860ts . . Politics, trade, defence all
layed a part . Ontario and Quebec, although divided on racial
ines, had for some tirae been united in one legislature and
olitical deadlock had ensued, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia on
he Atlantic seaboard were isolated fron central Canada and wished
railivay connecting link, which s°,rould only be possible through
ion of sone kind . Trade difficulties were serious . An advan-

ageous reciprocity treaty with the United States was expiring
nd there was doubt that the United States would be willing to
enew it . Canadian producers thus faced serious loss of markets .

Defence, too, had sonething to do with bringin g
)onfederation about . It seens unthinkable novr, that we should
:ave had some doubts about the pacific intentions of our great
:nd friendly neighbour to the south . But reaernber that in 1864
;nd 1865 ti•rhen we were discussing the principles of our
;onstitution, the North was energing victorious frora the Civil
rar . During that war, relations bettireen the North and the United
:ingdom had from tine to tine been strained and bellicose
:tterances had been made by sone American politicians . The
;ritish colonies lay helpless along the Aznerican frontier .

There was also the .problem. of the northivest . This
s the immense territory out of which the prâirie provinces of
lberta, Saskatchewan and Lanitoba were later forned . It lay
ractically uninhabited and, unless British North 11merica took
teps to build railt;rays through it and colonize it, there was a
;ossibility that the whole of the rich north ►•rest night have gone
o our neighbour to the south .

An obvious anstver to all these difficulties and
~oubts ti•ras a political union of some kind . Opportunity cane in
864 ti•rhen at Charlottetown in the Province of Prince Edwar d
:sland, representatives of New Brunswick, Nova Scotia an d
'rince Edt•rard Island met to consider a snaller project, nazaely
;he possible union of the maritime provinces . Delegates fron
!ntario and Quebec, hearing of this project, appeared at this
;onference and suggested a ti•Tider union . A conference took place
.ater in October of the saine year at Quebec, and in the course of
L few iveeks hammered out a series of resolutions which were t o
ora the basis of federal governnent . Delegates left for
ondon rrith the agreed resolutions . Sone more changes were made
here and eventually the British North 1merica Act was passed,
utting in statutory form. the resolutions which had been accepted
Y the delegates .

You nay like to hear about sone of the difficulties
rhich faced the Fathers of Confederation un drafting a
onstitution and the manner in t•rhich they were s olved .

There z•ras never any real doubt about the forrs that
ion i•rould take . It is no secret that sone of the Fathers of

°nfederation srould have preferred a unitary form of government .
'hey were anxious to create a strong Ûoverncent and the y
onsidered that a unitary governslent t•rould be stronger than any
°rn of 'federal union . It is easy to see, horrever, that a
itary legislative union as it was called, tiras never within the

eal.a of practical politics . Consider the position of Quebec .
ere you had a people z°rhose race, language, religion and lai•rs
iffered from the riajority of the people in the other provinces .
S it to be ,•rondered that the people in Quebec would only agre e

a union with the other provinces on a basis rrhich would
reserve t .:eir cherished rights and ti•ray of life . But Quebec

i Tas not alone in desi ring a f ed eral f orn of governmont . The


