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10. The provisions of this Article are without prejudice to:

(a) the rights of any of the members of the Commission in accordance with their 
laws and regulations relating to fisheries; and

(b) the rights of any of the Contracting Parties in relation to any provision relating 
to compliance and enforcement contained in any relevant bilateral or multilateral 
agreement not inconsistent with the provisions of this Convention, the 1982 
Convention or the 1995 Agreement.

Article 18 

Transparency

The Commission shall promote transparency in its decision-making processes and other activities. 
Representatives from intergovernmental organizations and non-governmental organizations 
concerned with matters relevant to the implementation of this Convention shall be afforded the 
opportunity to participate in the meetings of the Commission and its subsidiary bodies as 
observers or otherwise as members of the Commission deem appropriate and as provided for in 
the Rules of Procedure that the Commission shall adopt. The procedures shall not be unduly 
restrictive in this respect. The intergovernmental organizations and non-governmental 
organizations shall be given timely access to pertinent information subject to the rules and 
procedures that the Commission may adopt. Any conservation, management and other measures 
or matters that are decided by the Commission or subsidiary bodies shall be made publicly 
available unless otherwise decided by the Commission.

Article 19

Settlement of Disputes

The provisions relating to the settlement of disputes set out in Part VI11 of the 1995 Agreement 
apply, mutatis mutandis, to any dispute between Contracting Parties, whether or not they are also 
Parties to the 1995 Agreement.

Article 20

Cooperation with Non-Contracting Parties

1. The members of the Commission shall exchange information on the activities of fishing 
vessels in the Convention Area entitled to fly the flags of non-Contracting Parties to this 
Convention.

2. The Commission shall draw the attention of any non-Contracting Party to this 
Convention to any activity undertaken by its nationals or fishing vessels entitled to fly its flag 
which, in the opinion of the Commission, affects the attainment of the objective of this 
Convention.


