
She briefly presented the background of SCIIRD and its role in working for Somalia's peace and
development. Ms. Salah also reminded the participants how the Somali community and NGOs in
Canada in 1998 mandated SCIRD to co-ordinate the efforts of Somali Canadians to rebuild and
nurture Somalia's civil society in peacebuilding.

In addition, Ms. Salah summarized the momning workshop entitled " The Cry of Somali Civil Society
for Peace" to the afternoon participants. She pointed out that the importance of this conference is that
we have the opportunity to learn at first hand about the experience of the Somali National Peace
Process by meeting with those who were involved directly or indirectly.

Ms Salah introduced Mr. Ahmed Hashi "Hashara", a former Ambassador, a lawyer and the chair of
the afternoon session. Mr. Hashi then welcomed Mr. Eugene Bellemara, Parliamentary Secretary
to the Minister for International Cooperation, who spoke on behaif of the Minister of International
Cooperation, Ms. Maria Minna. Mr Bellemnara stated, "I know that Hon. Maria Minna has made
Africa a real priority for the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) and she recognizes
the importance of long-term peace to human security and sustainable development in countries in
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