
a need to adapt to local conditions
* applications operate differently ini different conditions
* models can fot be picked off the sheif.

The value of the Canadian experience includes two centuries of trying to reconcile
different and distinct conimunities. Canadians have considered and tried various approaches
(unitary, centralised and decentralised federation) and debated over federation versus
confederation. The value of our experience stems less from precise structures employed andcontemplated, than from processes we have developed over tiine to reflect the need fortolerance, compromise and adjustment. Key issues have not been resolved once and for ai,yet we continue trying. "Federalism in Canada il flot a fixed ideal, but a process of
evolution and change.'"

The second point - danger of oversimplification - is particularly pertinent for Cyprus. Wemust be wary of the "tyranny of terminology" or "lunacy over labels." Termninology andlabels detested by each side should be avoided. As the debate over federation versus
confederation in -Cyprus and elsewhere demonstrates, use of terms that effectively reduce


