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NELSON RIVER DEVELOPMENT

In northern Manitoba, 500 miles frori

the load centres in the south, Manitoba
Hydro is working to harness the Nelson,
one of the great rivers of North America.
The Nelson, with its tributaries, drains
an area of 440,000 square miles, in-
cluding the 9,400-square-mile expanse of
Lake Winnipeg, before emptying into
Hudson Bay.

The first phase of the Nelson River

scheme includes construction of a

1,200,000-kilowatt station at Kettle

Rapids and possibly a control structure
at the outlet of Lake Winnipeg to im-
prove flow regulation. Originally, Mani-
toba Hydro also planned to divert much
of the Churchill River (the other one...)
into the Nelson some miles upstream from
Kettle Rapids. However, the present
Manitoba Government has postponed
action on this plan and is studying
alternatives. Ultimate plans envisaged as many as
ten or more generating stations spaced out along the
lower section of the river between Lake Winnipeg and
Hudson Bay, with a total installed capacity ap-
proaching 7 million kilowatts.

The Kettle Rapids station has been under con-
struction since 1966, with the first four of a total of

The Kettle Rapids station under construction.

12 units scheduled to go on line in 1971. The earth
and rockfill main dam and its concrete intake
structure and spillway will reach 5,200 feet across
the river valley and create a net head of about 100
feet. The construction site is two miles from the
Hudson Bay railway, northern Manitoba's only land
link with the outside world. (One of a series.)

The first step in the organization of Winnipeg's
railways will be acquisition and removal of the
Midland Railway by the City of Winnipeg, assisted
by a grant and loans from Central Mortgage and
Housing Corporation.
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