
LI answer ta the flrst question, Minister Axworthy pointed out that whule a rapid reaction
force would be helpful and has been on the agenda for a while, initiative and a longer mun vision
are also necessary. The UN fared much better in East Timor than xi Rwanda, for instance,
because Indonesia, pushed by other countries in the region, agreed ta admit an international force
and because Australia was ready to take on responsibilities. However, a key element to
humanitarian intervention is to remain engaged afier hostilities stop and help build capacity to
prevent conflict from re-occurring (i.e., building institutions, schools, etc.). Lt is politically
difficuit ta devote resources to post-conflict related efforts, since the media focus is ofien on
immediate crises. Therefore, ongoing public support is imperative to justify resource allocation.
Lt is important that Canadians are interested ini these issues and engaged. Outreach and other
initiatives which actively engage the public li foreign policy issues, such as the work of
Canadien Centre for Foreign Policy Development, are important. He drew attention to the
CCFPD's efforts to engage Young people across Canada in issues related ta the world's war-afece children and said Steve Lee could provide advice ta those wishing ta study a model of
this new kind of partnership with citizens.

Minister Axwortliy also expounded on UN peacekeeping and argued it should besubstantially enhanced. Severe limitations to the UN peacekeeping capacity mnclude lack ofserious planniing, lack of an ifttelligence network, as well as lack of basic tools lke radios, forinstance. Rapid response reaction force is still on the agenda, but its creation is moving very


