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As a result of this action ail native Canadians, tliat is, all people
born in Canada, whether belonging to Canadals national societies or not, wore
uiaple lea'ves and carried branches of this tree in their hands in) a parade
held in honour of the Prince three weeks later. It was here that the maple
leaf first received officiai public acclalim as Canadals national emblem. And
maple leaves were also used extensively during this tiine of celebration for
decorative purposes, such as on pins and brooches.

But apparently England already associated the maple leaf with Can~a
at this tii&e for "ithe Worcester china brought b>' the Prince's part>' showed a
wreath of iaaple leaves surmounted b>' a crown and the Prince of Wales featherst.

On July 1, 1867, Canada's Confederation documents were signed.
Shortly afterward, in the saiue year, Alexander Mtuir, a Toronto school-teacher,
wrote the soon-to-become-famous words and music of The Mapl.e Leaf Forever.,
which was first sung publici>' at a patriotic demonstration at Beavertoii,
Ontario, on May 24, 1871. And, on May' 26, 1868, Queen Victoria granted permis-
sion to Ontario and Quebec to incorporate the iuaple leaf into their coats o
arias.
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