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I amn glad to see s0 many Canadian students here this evening.

I hope you are enjoying your yearS here as much as I enjoyed mine, at

Oxford anid Gray's Inn, ifl the 1930's. I also hope that some of you,

afterwards, .may decide to go into domestic political life In Canada, and

sorne into my own profession of world politics, Or the Foreign Service.

Ihere is a lot to be don. In these fields -enornuccp n hUne

And I can promise that you wlll flot f ifd it boting.

Until recefltly many Canadians tended tO think that their

politics were somehow duller than those 0f rnany other countries. i

doubt if this was everý tru e, but Canadianshave Smtllstogtta

colourlesSfless was a national characteristîc, ena ite Mckze

King even developed a consolous pol itîcal technque.j Of trying to avoîd

saying anything memorable, lest it b. recalled late, and in changed

circumstaflces quoted damagingly against hi.. wa o Utllngatr

wards that most Canadians realized how astonishingîy çOlouzfülp under his

protective coating of grey, that incredible Canadian was.Iofethk

of an observation lie once made to a few civil srat nbssaf

"In a democracy the ship of siate la a sailing hp

It lias'no stearn. It is subject to ail the wirids of

opinion. You have to tack a lots but if.yuko o

to, navigate, ýyou'can get where YOU wish.m

Mackenzie King was very fa: from being superficial Or Ordinazy,

though h. sometimes liked to seem sot Prsonall 1 prefer the,

Churchill Style. But King's technique of seeking the protectîve

Colouration of the conunon mani is a refrehing cofltrast to the

more conulon modern technique of littl. POlicians In so many


