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In the far rorth, on the :ast coast and on the west coast of our country, we are
co-operating with the United States in the defence of this continent. It is incom-
prehensible to us why the same effective co-operation is not forthcoming with respeet
to the Seaway, a project that has been .declared by the Permanent Joint Defence Board -
a United States and Canadian body - to be urgent from the point of view of national
defence.

Here let me pause to say that we in Canada were greatly heartened and encouraged
in the last few days by President Eisenhower’s statement. Iis endorsation of the
project in the interest of national security confirms the thinking of our two gover-
ments down through the years....

No undertaking has been more thoroughly investigated in the last 30 years by our
two countries than this one. Engineers, economists and experts from both countries
have made studies and surveys and have found it to be feasible from an economic and
engineering standpoint. During that time the project has been supported by each
succeeding President of the United States and Prime Minister of Canada.

But there is more to it than this. The development of the Seaway is the right
thing to do. It is the logical and the prudent thing to do and it is my profound
conviction that the judgment of history will condemn those who oppose it. The
building of the Panama Canal through the Isthmus of Panama was a logical project no
matter at what cost. The construction of the Suez Canal linking the Mediterranean
with the Red Sea was equally logical. On the question of opening the heartland of
North America to the trade and commerce of the world the verdict must unquestionably

be the same.
Certain interests may be powerful enough to stop it for a time but in the long
run common sense must prevail. We would like to see it prevail now. Not in a year's

time or two years’ time but now, because each and every day Canada is being hampered
in her efforts to expand her economy and to grow to greater strength....
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