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n Resource and the Fraser River Watershed
P. Babook, assistant te the Comzissioner of Fish-
for the Province and "attorney for the flsh " niakes
îportauf presentation of the value of the watershed
SFraser River to, the salmon industry and the steps

sary te take to preserve the riun. Delivered befere
1.mericau-Canadian Fishery Conference at Van-
Sr.

outstandlug features in the salmon fishery of the
iver District, lu myT judgment, are the depletion
Ls, and the potentialities of the watershed. Because
lias been shown, and is universally adxnitted, 1

[ne attention te the latter.
watershed of the Fraser River containý a greater

-ibutary fresh water lakes than are found in any
bhe coast. The Fraser drains the major portion of
-eastern section of the Province of British Colum-
,e of the largest lakes on the Pacifie siope and five
large area centribute their waters te the Fraser,

d spawning areas and rearing waters for a count-
ier' of .nekeve salmon. No other known water-

if -any, more numerous than in some recent lean years. Thie
records of the Upper Section in 1913 and again in 1917, dem-
onstrate that the conditions which produced the big run in
1905, 1909 and 1913, no longer exist, that the big year run
lias been <destroyed and that hereafter the runs of those
years must be classed with the runs in the lean years. In the
alternate-the lean-years the spawning beds of the Upper,
Section were but sparingly seeded up to 1906 and have. not
been as well seeded sirice. Gradually, with one or two excep-
tional years, the number of sockeye which. reached the ljpper
Section in the lean years lias notably declined. Every dis-
trict in the IJpper Section shows a decline. Hatcheries located
at Shuswap and Seton Lakes, the only hatcheries, iu the
lJpper Section, have been closed because a sufficient number
of sockeye have not reached those lakes in recent years to
afford a supply of eggs. No eggs were, or eould have been
colleeted at either of those lakes lu the last three years.

"Passing to the spawning area of the Lewer Section of
the Fraser, the record discloses that from 1901 to 1917 there
was no pronounced lucrease lu the run in the big years over
the run of the lean years. That there lias been as many
fish on those beds lu the leaùi years as lu the big years. This
is especially true of the runs te Lillooet and Harrison bakes,
the two great lakes of the Lower Section. CThe runs to this
section have shown a steady decliue. There were less sock-
eye in this section in 1917 than in any former year, big or
lean, on record, and lese eggs were secured for the hateli-
eries.

"Because the bulk of the mun of the big years issues
from the Upper Section ef the Watershed, and because there
lias been no noticeable lucrease in the number of soekeye on
the beds ef the Lower Section lu those years, it appears that
the condition which origlually broiuglt about the phenom-
enon of the big riin and the three followiug smail runs of
sockeye te the Fraser was of sucli a character as te have
affected onlv the run to the Tjpper Section and yet did not


