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a century the land in sonie parts of New York has inicreasod
mn value a hundred-thousand-fold, froin $30 per acre to $3,-
000,000 per acre, a recent sale on the corner of Pine and
Nassau Streets reaiizod nearly $2 per square inch 'equiva-
lent to neariy $12,000,000 per acre. The increase of the
land value in that city iast year was upwards of $40,000,000.
With Chicago incroasing 100,000 in population yearly, New
'York 70,000 yearly, Buffalo 25,000 yearly, we have an in-
croase of land value in these three cities alone approximating
$1l00,000000 annually.

Here we have the two great movements of values, labour
products evor deciining, while the values of lands, mines and
forests are ever advancing. While labour cornes to market
with its products ever cheaper, it must meet an) obligation
ever increa4ing to the claimants of unearned increment.
This is the great sevoring force that is ever exalting one part
of societv into excessive fortunes and dooming industry to a
despair of penury.

The currency question lias nuthing whatever to do withi
this foi-ce of cleavage. It would operate under the very best
curroncy that men or angels could devise, and the adoption
Of 16 te 1, or any other nunîber to one, would do nothîng to
correct it.

The atrocious doctrine of McKinleyisin, that a blockade
of the ports and a stoppage of trade will cure the social evils,
is 80 utterly absurd that another generation wiIl look back
in amazement at the present-day worsbip of false financial
god.s. Forty million people standing on that piece of dirt
callod Britain will ruin us if we trade freely ;but if they
corne and stand on this piece of diri, called the United States,
thon let the trade with themi he absoiutely f ree, the freer the
botter, it will ho an enormous biessing. Such is the absurd
contradiction of McKinleyism. It is the religion of dirt.

In the unearned values that corne to the natural oppor.
tunities through the prescuce of population, nature furnishes
a*storohouse of wealtb froîn which taxes cari be equitahly
drawn. Their method of taxation has everything in its
favour, compelling everyone to contribute according te, the
advantage ho dr&ws frorn the community. If this value is
not Put in the public treasury thon it acts as an iricentive te
sPoculation, and effectnahly subjects labour to an everlasting
tribut0 . If labour, thereforo, will flot have f ree trade, com-,
ing with its bauds laden as a cornucopia of plenty, offéring
an exchange of enrichinent for enrichmont, thon it must sub-
mîit te a free tribute, to, support the real splendours of an
Aster or a Westminster.

Neither a McKinley nor a Bryan will lead the people
froru the wilderness i)îto the promised land, a Moses hias yet
to conle. W. A. Dou(,;I.ASS.

The Se.,hools -and Oominon l (DhistialnitY.

rfRE question of r-eligions instruction in the Public

Schools is still to the front, not only in the matter of
Manitoba, but also in confection with those of our own
PIrovince. The late influentiai deputation from the Angli-
can1 Synod to the Ontario Goverriment is but another indi-
cation of what the writer of this article bas more than once
in the columns of this journal said; this question wilI nover
dowln until some conclusion is reachel as to a common
Christianity which, cont.aining the root principles thereof,
iIIay ho safely and effectualiy taught te the children. That
tne writer dreatus of discovering that common Christianity
80 as to commerîd his views for genoral acceptance is not to
ho thought of for one moment ; Il every little helps,"ý how-
evor, and his iittle he hopes to contribute. The special
trend of the cons4iderations now to ho presented is this :The
oridoavour te find a common Christianity by the elirnination
Of the polities and doctrines poculiar to the sects has been
illustrated by the story of the Russiani nobleman who, across
the wide stoppe, was being pursued by wolves :serfs, chul-
dren, at last wife, were one by one thrown ont, to stay for a
littie tho hungry pack, and whon at last alone ho reached
the village, oven his horses left a prOy, hoe asked, Il What

ha've 1 done ? Ail gone, nothing ef t !" I purposo te ask
'Whether a rosidunîn worth retaining remaii all soctarian en-
robing being thrown awav. In this endeavour the patient
readOr is asked to rememiber that the enquir-y is not as to a

Perfect roProsentation of Christianity, but a coinmon Chris-
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tianitv such as the schoois înay teach. A correspondent de-
precatem leaving out of what is nanied the Apostles' Creed
the article, liHe descended into hell," forgetting that what,.
ever opinions inay have prevailed, three centuries' work was
doue by the churches without it forming part of the commoi,
Christianity. There are 4ome who see no hope of a consensus
until ail agree to eliminate frombaptl)i. everypos4ible meaning
but Iliminerse." No real progress can be mnade in the mind of
others without either a'central authority at St. Peter's 8ee,
or in a church that hias preserved its fii.storic continuity. No
view by others would be perînitted of the Incarnation but
one that recognized the subtieties of the Nîcene Creed, and
thus on ad infinitirn. More truth than we are disposed to
admit may lie in the foilowing sentence fromn an address of
the late Prof 8tuart Blackie :-"l 1 cannot be very far froîn
the truth when I say that the teaching of the theologians
consists mainly in a systematic course of unconscious soph-
istry, by which the students are trainod to use Scripture as
a repository of fencing tools to ward away any attacks tîjat
may be made on a traditional dogmna, popularly accepted as
infallible." Nor will I pr')fess to leave out aIl traces of the
personal equation, but shall miimiize it to the utmost of my
ability, ani ,see if the residuurn reaches the zero point.

Confessedly Christ is the foundation and centre of
Christian teaching'; as certainly may it be assumed that in
the four gospels and the teachings of the episties we have
ail that as ultirnate authority must be accepted as the record
of is life and work. Hal; Christ any centrai truths to
teach ? One fundarnental truth lie assumes :God. He neyer
attempts proof of the divine personality, He reveais conceru-
ing "lthe Fiather." The Fatherhood of God is surely no bar-
ren residunin ;but flot di.itinctiveiy Christian," some rnay
say. No ? 1 do not find it in Islam, nor in Hinidoo pani-
theism; but even ïhould it be fore.shadowed in other thari
purely 'Christian dogmatics, we inay gladiy recognize the
witness God gave to Himself in doing good, giving ramn
Iroin heavon and fruitful soamons, filling înen's hearts with
food and gladness; moreover

Thougi tr,îthS in inanhood iiarkly given,
Deep seateti ini our miystie frame,
We yield ail blessin5 t.o the naine

Oif Hini that made them clirr,,, coin."

1 take the Fatherhood of God as a distinctive, Christian
trutît.

Further, Christ takes this truth of the Fathorhool làf
God and applies it: "lYe are brothron "; and that brothier-
hood becomes broader and deeper than ever droamt of before.
The Jew was taught to love his neighbour ; but neighbour
was Jew written in capitals ; the Roman upheld the majesty
of iaw, and even-handed justice, but he that sought protec-
tion thereunder mu.st needs possess the right to uttor Civis
Roina nus Rum,:; Grooco claimed confederacy among Greeks,
the world was harbarian. "lAil nations " were te be brought
under discipleship to the Gospel-teaching ; and in place of
the enquiry IlWho is my neighbour? " mon are taughit Vie
rather te 4eek the opportunity of being neighbour to, any
that are neody. From this kinship, rociprocal duties spring
truthfulnoss, honesty, love ; the iaw of self.sacrifice-Chris9t
Himself boing the groat exarnple-taking the place of self-
seeking. Fromn this Ilresiduum," what lessons of niercy,
purity, spirituality arise! Mere ethics, some friond impati-
ently exciaims. True, but is not religion ethical ?Ouly
these di.stinctively Christian ethics, tor suchi I dlaim them tri
be, are not founded upon the ground of expediency, benevo-
lence, or even the right for the rigbt's3 sake; but "lBe vo
perfect, as y9ur heavenly Father is perfect." TIhat personial
relation of the individual to a personal living, loving God,
which must bo at the root of aIl true religion, is the religions
basis of Christian othics, and is the ground presented by
Christ. I caîl this distinctiveiy Christian, and they whoc
walk accordingly not far froin the Kingdorn of God. And I
further subinit, that ho this residuurn little or much in the
estoem of any, we have abundant foundation therein for true
character, and ample room for advanced instruction in those
things that portain to godliness.

But would you flot teach the Incarnation ? Some friond
may say, The Incarnation would teachi itsolf if Christ were
allowod to Put Ris own truths te the childron. Lot the
Master speak in Ris own words ; what elso of truth the
denominations have, an~d they ail are spllhing out some righi
princi ple, cani ho readi]y ef t for strictly donominationai
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