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SPA RKS PROM TifE AI~TVIL.

Sparks jrone the aavil ! surblight gild3 thce plain
1

O~enles! the~ Blackssilh i3 at work avain.

IF wcelloek'.i hp3il in H-Iavea, with sqome 't intist ho

Tc , wke ei long for Il eavon and jiiuortality.

An' you'11 believa thica landlords alwaYs have ini view

A score applying tir the hotise, as weIl as you.

lm the large uerai a sign of sorreov ? Thon

I)oad tavern-keepers are lamiented niist (i en.

Irep.<optit speechus mestly bear the leaven
ef ne week's preparation ere they're given.

,SeIf-evident '4 the gentleman who rates hiimsolt

As Dresden-waro. The odds ai-e 'tis but conmmun doIt.

The long, long winter niglits are seldin dul
When Baby's with us-and the coal hin's full.

toi e inte îîeely f rieu<lehip -- seldoîi 1le,
Lest ice lose credit, and yourdelf a triend.

IGo to the ant," King Soloinon says;
"Go! try your Utîcle," rakes say nowadays.

Marital wrengs, witb men, onîce craved the sword

Peur ciickolds I daijuege., is now the word.

Thett, as a vice, is an explodied bubble;
No vice is thef t. b'ouied ouf 's the modern trouble.

What is tact? 'lis in leaving the virtues of henip-seed unsiing

Iu the prosemîce ut people wlîuse piarents were hung.

Short lives and ,îîerry ones," trauslated, nieans

FuIl, blasted h vos, and squalid death-bed scornes.

Would Memory had the dial's happy dower,
Tlîat cnly mîarks tlîe pleasant, sunlit heur.

Arclîaic French-Canadian tariners Were ye bhem
Eme sable Chaos yielded te Time's ealiest mn

Known wliere men shun Sahara's terrid broath,
Where Esquî,îîaux the Arctic fruBs endure
ltead where Siberiami exiles sigh for leath;
And yet-strange paradex- Browning's obscure.

Whien glints the iîxîîrer'sugold heueatlî the berrower's gaze,

l)istaîît, oh (itant ! seeins the reckumiug day;

Ah! when the latter dawîus with tîndiiiîiîîislieid rays,
Yun goldls f air gleain lias long sinco passl away.

Men, who're devout, are mostly woni
Iin the early mn ofe lit e's brief day

Ceuoiiplexion, teetb, and levers gene,
Vicen gentle wemnan's de votée.

Courage and grit a mean admires,
AIL weîîîan-kind adore 'emu

Anîd yet say I for one
(Lusî.untiîîg each dead Nonu),

Less courage et Asylum * fires,
More cemmon-sense be fore 'em.

Easy te read the Sacred Page, which nover paîlsi,
Once read, its stemy lingers long in Memoys8 halls

Why bias it thus Faith, Hope, and huinan courage stirr'd?
'Lrutlî a Divine Siînplicity's the anoswering word.

(Note this, ye Scribes, se difficult te scan, and yet
Thrice read, we niertals find se easy to forget.)

She fill'd, with dignity, a public chair
(Though vacant he' withîn lber husbfand's bouse),

Foremost for Woman'ki Rights, te do and dare
(Yet tainted at tbe squeakig of a olouse).

Nohly she spake ef Woman's mission fi eld
(Mere lîousehold work she loft, et course, undone),

The press ber virtueus publie womk reveal'd
(Her busband's typist sew'îl bis buttons on).

Oft prayerful men thank'd God fer such as she
(The while hier sick chilîl drew a bireling's Ireat),

Anîd said, IlOur ister will rememher'd be,
Wlîen bier fair seul bias senght immertal rest."ý

Tt feîl upon at niglît, bier alien tread
Sought honte, bier brain in une triuînîiîant wlîirl,

Tu firîd ber one, pour ewe-lambl's spirit flo-1

Goije, tee, lber speuse- gone the tyîîe-writer girl

A French wife loves bier Gallie spouse,
If beau esprit, aussi sans peur,

Contented eacb of Teuton vrows
If Sauierkraut's only taitbtul te lier.

Vour Yankee loves a wedded slave
(Sweet, glorious triumph et democracy),

Wlilst British cames bîut lîusbands crave,
Who hobaelî nit/c fhe eriqloîrary~.

Fron bis f ouI etth-flear, in ragoï array'd,

The Nevel.writer fings bis sneer at TRAnE;
Bauxs, Routs, and Beauty are described by hini
Wlhue lbed and drawing-roeîn's that garrot dira
Tboîîgb meanly bora, lie points lus venoini'd fang
A gainst the humble class frein wbence hoe sprang;
Calily hoe writes ef riches, and, with rancb ado,
Lerd ! hbewlhe scarifies tbe parvenu,
And IeedlesH whence the next puer meal's te coine, lhe
Prates glibly on et Montmorency Cbolmondeley.

Sulent tceacnt I Shado'es veil t/ce plain.

Genlesi1 a fui" gond sight-we meet again.

THx BLÂcîesMirse.

# The fire et Longue Pointe Aoyluin.

CONTINENTAL PRIONVS.

T HEproosiionthat "lal prisons are alike " would be
acetdwithout demur by anybody, who lias visited

inany of those institutions out of mere curiosity and with-
out paying close attention to emaîl varieties in penal 5sy-
teins. These varieties, however, thougli often trifling in
appearance, are enough to constitute very great differ-
ences so far as the daily conditions and general objects of
a prisoner's life are concerned, When the era of Prison
Reforin set ini, about seventy years agro, ail countries
adopted the saine systein of model prison, and this lias led
gradually to the universal erection of gaols almost identi-
cal in aspect. Shaped like a fan or like a wheel, accord-
ing to the number of prisoners who have to be confined,
the central rotunda witb radliating wards of two or three
stories, bas become the general type. The iron galleries
and staircases, the broad-flaigged or asphalted passages,
the airing yards and the celis are everywhere the saine ;
nor is there mucli difference ini the dietary, the costume,
theý bair-cutting and shaving, and the rules about receiv-
ing visits and writing letters. But, comparing foreign
prisons with those of Britain, there are great differences in
the kinds of work which prisoners are set to pÀrform, and
in the relaxations, indulgences and remissions of penalty
which may be earnéd by good conduct--great differences
also in the punishments inflicted for inisconduct witbin
prison,

The British penal systein is, thougli in some respects
the most equal, unquestionably the most severe. The mis-
demeanant sentenced to two years' imprisoument with
hard labour cannot obtain a single day's remission hy
good conduct, and he is not allowed to spend in prison the
smallest fraction of the money wbich ho earns. Ris choice
of work is also liinited mostly to inat-making, tai1 ring,
and shoemaking. Hie may be a skilled inechanic or artist,
or a watchmaker, turner, carver, engraver, miniature-
painter or draughtsman-be wiil flnd no employment for
bis talents within gaol, and may, in fact, be set to work
which will spoil his hand, and for a tiine cripple
bis power of earning bis living after bis diecharge. The
felon condemed to penal servitude stands in tbe saine case
witb respect to work. Hie may earn promotion to second
and first class with sinaîl improvements in bis diet, and
eventually a ticket of leave, by good marks; but unfitness
for the task allotted to him, or ill-bealtb, may render hiin
incapable of earning the daily maximum of eigbt marks,
and thus place him at disadvantage beside old and cunûing
prison Ilhands." In ail foreign countries the discretionary
powers allowed to prison governors for tbe treatment of
their captives are much greater than witb us. Tbis, no
doubt, opens the door to a good deal of favouritism ; but,
where the governor is a man of experience and just mînd,
the Continental system must operate more humanely tban
our own hard-and-fast rules can possibly do.

There is no question about which tbe opinions of prison
reforms have been so divided as about tbe effects of soli-
tary confinement. In England it lias been ruled that a
prisoner sentenced to penal servitude cannot be safely con-
fined in solitude for more than nine montbs. In Germany
and Austria the terma of solitude is two years. In Bel-
gium a prisoner sentenced to travaux /orcés formerly had
the option between solitary confinement and association;.
and if he chose the former, one-third of lis penalty was
remitted witbout reference to otber remissions whicb lie
might earn by good conduct. As it was found tbat al
prisoners elected for solitary confinement, the riglit or
option lias now been withdrawn; but the remission is still
granted, so tbat in Belginin a sentence of fifteen years'
penal servitude means practically ten. Lt must be added
that in Beiginin the time which a prisoner bas spent ini
custody before sentence is deducted from the teri of punish-
ment-a juet provision which ouglit to be adopted in al
countries.

In France political changes have produced so mucli
hap-hazard legislation that the wbole penai systein bas been
reduced to chaos. In 1872 it was resoived that convicts
of the worst kind sbould ho transported to New Caledo-
nia. There they were to be employed in public works or
agriculture; and after a probationary period, they were to
receive allotinents of land, with permission to marry
female convicts or sweethearts at home who cared to go out
and join them. If already married, their wives and cbld-
ren, supposing the wivos to be willing, were to be sent
ont to thein at the State expense. This phlanthropical
scheme, wbicli made the lot of the murderer, the incendi-
ary, and tbe thrice-convicted felon mucb preferable to that
of the recdu8ionniste, sentenced to five or ten years' soli-
tary confinement (recluaion) for felonies of the second
degree, proved the incentive to a number of murders in
and out of prison ; convicts in the Frencli penitenti-
aries began to commit murderous assauîts upon the ward-
ers in order to be sent Il over the water," wbule burg-
lars, when cauglit, deliberately attacked tlieir captors with
knife or revolver, so as to aggravato their crime and qua-
lify themeelves for transportation. In many of these cases
death resulted froin tbe assaults ; but the criminals counted'
on the sentimental weakness of Frenchi juries, wbo, almost
invariably, find Ilexteniuating circuinstances " for a mur-
der supposed to have been perpetrated Ilin sudden pas.
sion ;" * and, as a matter of fact, none of the malefactors
who killed warders or policemen wero ever guillotined.
What is more, a considerable number of tbe convicts sent to
New Caledonia used to escape thence to Australia, and this

* The finding of 1'extenuating circuînstances' by a jury abases
the crime by one degree, and in cases of murdor saves the pri-
sioner'w life.

accounted for the popularity of transportation with tlie
criminal classes. The Legislature had at last to interfere by
enacting that no convict should be transported for any
offence committed witbin prison walls, and subsequently
an Act was passed compelling convicts sentenced to lengtby
torm of penal servitude (travaux forcés) for murder to
undergo the first five years of their punishinent in
reclusion.

But, as a consequence of alI this, the Frencb penal
system bas got completely out of order, and additional con-
fusion lias been thrown into it by the arbitrary manner in
whicb mitigations, remissions, and pardons are now
granted. There is no systein of marks by whicli a convict
may, as in England or Belgium, work out bis own f ree-
dom witbout favour. Political influence, exerted tbrougb
inembers of the Legisiature, holds tlie keys of the gaol and
the power whicb tempera prison rules; and Cabinet clinges
are so frequent, that, if a senator or deputy cannot get
bis petition in a prisoner's behaîf entortained by one min-
ister, lie makes interest with another and another tili he
succeeds. It very seldom happens, lio&ever, that lie does
not obtain at Ieast an order granting some indulgence to
bis prisoner. The latter wiil be allowed to have bis meais
sent in to lin from a restaurant because the doctor certifies
that prison fare disagrees with lin, or lie will be per-
mitted to serve ont bis term in the infirmary, or be
appointed assistant in the prison library, pharmacy office,
or kitchen. Sometimes the minister will with a stroke of
the pen reduce a penalty by baîf, or, on the occasion of
some national anniversary, get the President of the Repub-
lic's signature to a free pardon. Certain ministers have
been known to grant commutations and pardons on the
very day of their leaving office, knowing that tbey were
no longer officially responsible for what they did.

These irregularities are made mucli worse by the fact
that Frendh prison governors are theinselves, in these days,
generaliy the nominees:of members of Parliament; and
either out of gratitude, or in expectations of future benefits,
they curry favour with their patrons by petting the prisoners
wbom the latter recommend. Lt follo ws tbat the convicts
who bave no political friends to care for tbem spend a very
bad tino indeed. The governor, by bis rigour towards
tbem, makes up for hi8 leniency towards bis protégés.
If s,,ntenced to reclusion, tliey are like men entombed.
They neyer leave their colls, except once for an bour a day,
wben tbey are tumned into the airing yard ; tboy are
employed in making cardboard boxes, match-boxes, paper
bags, list shoes, or other snall thinga whicb can be doue
with paste or guin, witbout cuttiag instruments ; and out
of the snall pittance they earn tbey are allowed to retain
a percentage wbich they may spend on buying snaîl lux-
unies at the prison canteen-butter, cheese, coffee, choco-
late, sausage, or wino. But these unbefriended ones have
scarcely a hope that by tbe most exempiary conduot thoy
will ovor be inscribod on the list whicb the governor sends
twice a year to tbe Minister of Justice (a list whicb always
procures a number of pardons and commutations); and
experienco shows that, after three or four years in solitary
confinement they become imbecile or consumptive. Sone-
tines, but not always, some violent "lbreaks out " precede
the finale coilapse of roason ; and frequently the redlusion-
nistes grow deaf, or lose the faculty of speech, to a groat
extent, that is, they can only speak stammering. Thil is
particulariy the case with convicts who have lived mucli
in the open air.

The treatinent of Frenchi female convicts is usually mil-
der than that of mon. They live under the supervision of
nuns wbose rule is gentle thougli fimm, and it is oniy in
cases of persistent insubordination that tliey are relegated
to solitary confinement. If they bebave well, tbey work
in associated rooms, in silence, but a great deal of whis-
pering seems to be tolerated, and during two baîf-bours a day
parties of four, or five are allowed to talk (take Iltongue
practice " as tboy caîl it> under the supervision of a ward-
ress. Moroover, certain Frencb fenale convicts recover
tbeir liberty very soon after their sentence by expressing
their willingness to marry male convicts. If a wonan beè
young, bealthy, and not deformed, sbe can ask to be put
on the list of brides eleet who are shipped, twice a year to
New qjaledonia, and once she marries sbe is a free woman,
but on condition of remaining all ber life in the penai
colony.

In Boigium the systein of solitary confinement bas been
brouglit aimost to perfection by keeping up tbe constant
stimulus of hope in the prisoner. If he bave a trade, lie
w orks at it ; if lie wishes to leamn a trade, lie is tauglit by a
skilled instructor ; if he have no special aptitudes for
bandicraft, lie is employed in work which can be easily
learnt in a few bassons. This plan is also followed in tbe
prisons of Switzorland, Germany, and Austria and Hun-
gary. In these countries, as in England, there have been
occasionsl outcries about the competition between prison
labour anl free labour; but wlien it is considered bow
snaîl a proportion the population of prisoners bears to tbat
of freemen, the latter cannot be said to have a grievance.

In Belgian prisons ail kinds of work are done. One
man, who is a good accountant, niay be seen auditing the
books of a local tradesman; another, wlio is a good lin-
guist, is doing translations; a third is cleaning watdhes.
The most delicate sorts of cabinet-making, wood-carving,
fan-painting, and manufacturing of artificiai flowers, book'binding, gilding, silvering, boot-making, toy.making, cliain-
making, are albeing oarried on in the èells, or in the separate
workshops. Ono-third of the prisoner's earnings is retained
by the Government ; one-third is kept to be handed to lin
on hie discliarge ; and one-third is bis own to spend as lie
pleases within reason. At the governor's discretion, how-
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