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Il)o yen know, my friî'nt, i liati saitl caci day te, my-
self, 1'IL will ho a goot day for yen, Paul, wlîcn yen are
in Paris absorbeti in yonr art, anti have fergotten ail about
tuis girl;- yos, iL wili ho a goot day for yen, anti yen will
ho glati wben iL cornes,' anti iL was now alroady se near at
liant anti I was serry. Yes, my frienti, when I stoot that
ovening for ffic last time ini tie IiLle studio whcre sih ht
se often sat ; wlien I remernieret lier pretty ways, lier
many littie graces, Lie pleusant gooti fellewsliip, with
which shc bat se nîany tinîe relatedto Le ie br littie store
of village news ; I fot nmore Llian serry;- I feît a great
dreat of the darkness that weult ho mine, when tie brigit
littie ray of sunlight, whicih hat crept se graciously into
nîy life, shoult i de eut of iL forever.

IlIn looking over my sketches I founn one which couit
scarcoly lie cahotd completet, anti hut just suat down te put
a few inisiing touches upon it, when I bearti a tiiînid littie
knock at my studio door. Inteeti iL was s0 faint that I
was net quite sure Iliati net heen nistaken. It was
repeateti, bowever, anti I calleti eut1'Corne un.'

"'Tlic oor openet slowiy anti a slight littie figure ini a
very fauiliai' dark reti gown slippet neiselessîy inte ttie
roin. IL was certainly Wînnie ; there couldn't ho any
nistake about that, theugli I coulti hardly believe iL. As

sic stoodthtere a few steps frem the door, bier checks were
very rot anti lier cye were cast down upen Lie floor.

"Wbat conldit iLnan i
1I sait nothing, but turnet te rrmy casel anti continueti

tonching up my sketch.
IlPresently a very treunulous little voice sait slewly

'Aren't yen ging te speak te me, PaulV1
"' Yes, viinnie; won't yen coee ver licre anti sit tewn 4'
IlShe carne slowîy over anti seateti lerself in a large

arn> c ihair close te miy case].
"Now, Winnie,' 1 sait, 1'seînetbing is tic mater;

what is iL?î Yen wilî tell me ail about iL, won't yen i
Vou knew yen sait once, before, tiat iL always titi yen
g0oo tt tell somneone wben yen were in trouble; weni't yen
tlol ne this tiie 1! t

"The toars bat bguuu te roll slewly one0 by one down
ber cheek8, anti it was a very clieket littie voice that spoke
as sic sait:

"' Oh, Paul. 1 have bee50 omiserable, se very miser-
ai)](, ever since that day ini the bit. 1 was î4o unkindtot
yom, anti any tier girl wouît have been gladt t know yen
liketi ler. Oh, I1shall neveur forgivo nyself; ne, I know

inover shahl.' 1

liHer voice was cioket with soi)s, andthLe tears wcre
rolling rapiitiy tiewn bier face.

I 1saiti seetiiniy: ' Peor littie viinnie ; iL wasui't
your faumt at ail;1 iL was imy fant;-' but sic inLterruptt ime.

'NO, iL wailn'L your fanît a lit; it was ail rny fanit,
amduthte next day 1 feit se serry, eh, se serry, about iL ail,
anti 1 was goinîg e ask yen te forgive me, but when I caume
hiomne yen were gene, anti I thongit, my boart woult tie.
Then 1 ceunteti cd day until yen wonlt cerne back again
se 1 couldtloli yen, anti when yen camne yen were se angry
witlî me tiat 1 couldnt, but te-day wlien yen sait yen
Wî're going away for gýoot, I knew I cotldn'L bear iL any
longer; Oh, Paul. 1 ai se corry, se very crry.'

She ceasot spi'akiuig, andi sat pulling rîervously at lier
hantikerchief,' wiicîî wam wet, with lier ears.

Il1innie,' 1 sait, , 1 was neyer angry with yenu ; 1
thoughut yen ditin't ivant Lo ec rne, that was ail.'

'But 1 nover sait 1 ditin't want toesec yen, dit I. V
"No, perbaps net, but I thonglit s,' anti then I atteti

slowly,
'Dit yen want te sec me, viinnie V

"She was Bilent for a moment; ber ingera still con-
tinuedtLe work nervously witli ber liandkerclief ; lier cye
were cat town Iîpen the fleor, anti ber cheeks, wlicli bat
beceuume pale, turing lier fit of crying, becaine slowiy very
rot again. Rer veico was almeet a whisper wîen sic spoke.
but iL was a whisper whici i wenld have given my hif
rather than 1ose as sic sait:-

'VYos, Paul, I think I did.'
"ve sBat in silence for moine monments, anti thon I spokt).
"'innie, I wantedtot tell yen soniething that day in

im .e fit, but yen wonldn't. let me ; may 1 tell yen now
A "A ittie net wa, lier only reply, anti I centinncti

IL was this, Winnie : .1 waîtedt teltol yen thatI
tîinglît Yen were Lih' deauest îLtîie girl in ail tic worid,
anti that 1 loveti yen meeot. Wiîînie, I stilI lovo yen most.
I know I ar nont worti liking by any girl, and least ef ail
l'Y yen ; but if you de luke me, even if iL lbe only jusL a
iittle btter than any one else, I wiei yen wonld tell me
se;I wish it very mnci. Do yen Winnie V

"Sie heitateti a moment, anti thon sait:
"6 1 don't know, Paul ; I like yen as weîî as any one.'

Thon sic atdet tubiously:
"' Don't yen tiink iL woult te if I sait 1 wouit try te

like yen best? '

Il'-NO, Winnie,' 1 answeret, &'1 wonlii't ask yen te
do tiat ; iL woldn't lie for your <wn goodt t do iL. Per-
ia1PS yen baven'Ltiehuglit of this enougi;- wonld yen ratier
waiL until to-rnorrew niglit before yen tell me V

1 "'icYes, Paul,' shie sait eagerly, 1 1 wenld raLlier wait;
I hink I would know btter thon.'

"i .' Very well, viinnie,' I repliet, 'iL shall ho as yen
hil, anti I shah oexpect te sec yen again to-merrew.'
"Ic h rose witlieut replying, anti walked sowly ever te

Lie door; when sic bat reacieti it, hewever, siti stooti fer
a Moment as if stili in doulit about sornethitig, and thon

urning again towarts me sait:.
" 'Anti yen are quite sure, Paul, that yen won't go

to-morrow'

9,No, \inuie,' I answered, ' [ wiJl neyer go if yen
tell mie Le stay.'

A bigit liLtt: suuýilo broke ever bier face, lighting iL
up as 1 bat se often seen iL before.

"She saiti quietly, 1 You are very geodti t me, Paul
gotd nigit,' anti before 1 could reply ebe was gene."

At this point in bis narrative, the ot man pauset for
a few mnoments anti thon sait:

"lNo tioubt, my frienti, yeu think 1 might well spare
you tic weariness of listening te al l heso details, but 1
feel sure you will fergive nie, when 1 again remînd you
tlîat tiese were alinost the only happy days that I bave
known."

Whlen lie hiad said this lie again resurneti his narration.
IlMy frionti," lie continued, Ilevery woman hemn into

this worlti has iL in lier power te be eitber the sunlight or
tie shatow in some muan's lifo, anti what viinnie was Le
lie in mine tis day shoulti decitie. I thougit the day
neyer would pass;- iLtiraggeti along se slowly. At lengt,
bowever, i foundnimyseif again seateti in my studio, anti
this Liime 1 was waiting anxiously for that timiti little
knock, whici hati so nearly escapedtune on the previeus
evening, anti wiicb I foît sure 1 woulti hear before long.

"At last it camne, anti I calleti eut
' Corne in, \Vinnie.'

"She entoreti, anti witbout once looking at mie, walketi
slowly over Le Lie arni chair, anti rosting lier armn upon
the back, remaineti stationary beside iL.

Il'1Well, Winnio,' I saîi, 'what are yen geing te do
with me ; arn I te go or stay V

I waiteti for a few moments, but sie stîlI remaineti
sulent, se I coninueti. 1Winnie, you sait yen would tel
nie to-niglit if you liketi me a little better tian anyene
else; do yen, Winnie? '

"villo1 was speaking bier eyes remaineti cast upon
tie fleer, anti wben t liat i nisheti 1 saw that the little
white crucifix, which humg down upen lier besoin, was
ri8ing anti fallimîg very rapidly. She was still sulent for a
mioment, andti ten, raising bier eyes te mine, sic sait
slowly:

Yes, Paul, I love yen niost.'
Iarose, anti walketi over Le whlerc sie was stanîding,

Look lier liant in nîy ewn, andl sait :
'Winnie, yeu are goot, very gooti te nue, anti1I nover

feît se niuclî how unwerthy of it al I amn until now - but
1 will try anti be btter ; 1 will try very bard.'

"She sait nothing, anti 1 continueti.
'Winnîe, if 1. sheulti ask you te kis ie iiow, would

yeu V
ISie hesitateti for a mîoment, andtihoin broke eut

umnipulsivoly:
Il ,Oh, Panl, iL is awful thie way yen own nme ; t hink

if yen toIt uic te (Io anything, 1. woult do iL.'
Il1 es,' 1 saiti, ' tbat is because you love tue, Winnie

bunt listen, 1 an) i ne goiiî~g Le ask you Le kis8 me, because
1 ton't tlîink 1 have any riglit te until 1 have iret asket
you te mnarry nie. Yen are too young for that yet, anti
even if yen were eIder, 1 couldn't de se while 1 amrnoîly a
stutient. lDe yen undorstant i ue, Winnie?'

"Sic notitet iber head, anti I continucti.
But souic day 1 will corne anti ask yen, anti when

that day cenes, \Vinnie, wbat wiIl you say V
Il tWas a very low little voici that mpeke aHshce

answerod:
1 hink I will say, yes, Pan'.

"Don't yen know i, Winnie t' 1 questioned.
414No, Paul ; we ton't any of us know what ii in the

future, but 1 feel very sure it iL will lie yes.'
I must go now,' sic contintiet, 'i.1au, afraiti it is

alreatiy (ilite late, but we untierstanti cd other now,
ton't we, Paul V

Il'I1 think wu de, Winnie,' I. repliei, 1'anti if anything
cernes that yen tou't undcrstand, yonn will ask me about
i, woî't you î

Ves, Paul - goot i uîiht'
"Wood nigit, 'Winnie,' anti she liati passedthtrougli

the tioorway anti gne upstaîre. e

"'rie next day af ter dinner, whibi we stili lingereti at
thie table, my aunt inentionet nny proposet ieurnoy, anti
sait

"'1 theuglîL yen welre going te beave us, PaUl'1'
Yes, AnttHilda,' I repliot, ' i bat ntenteti geinîg,

but I have uîow altereti my purpose for tic present.'
"As 1 sait this nîy aunt quickly glancet frein me

over te viinnie. Pooir \inuie, aie coulti ntet ncounter
my aunt's look, anti troppet lier eyes te the table, whule a
guilty flush slewly tiyel lier cheoks.

IlAunt Hillta didt ne 50c surpriseti, but quickly
reiarked:

Il' You have donc nothing Le be a8hamed of, viinnie ; if
your motier hati liveti, I tiink she woulti have wished se.'

Il1 aroe, anti going round the table te wborc, my aunt
sat, kisset iber affectionarely, anti thon left then alone
tegetier.

"Ah, rny frienti, I coulti easily relate Le yen eacb
littie incident tiat lielpedti t spent ah tee, quickiy the
happy days that followet, but this I must net do lest I
shoulti weary yen. No, my frienti, I will new ho content
te draw my village history te a close.1

I rarely went eut sketching duriiîg those tays, witb-
eut asking Winnie te accempany me, anti as sie was sncb
an oarnest littIe picador, bier aunt was usually won ever
te givo ber consent. I mention this because it waa upon
one of these occasions tiat soute events of a fermer day
were re-enacteti, anti this ime bat a happier termination.
1 bat heen sitting soein ime aL my easel ongaget in

sketching, when she again came runnnîig over te wheie 1
sat, holding up a daisy ini lier hanti, and offring it Lo me
as she had done hefore. 1 knew this Lime wlîat she
wanted me to do with it, but [1 only said,

What can be the use of pulling iL new, Wiunie, it
won't be any good, will iL?

'lOh, but you must pull it if 1 want you to ; besides,
if you had pulled it before perhaps it would have toId you
diffèrent frorn what you thouglit, anti anti saveti us ail
that trouble.'

" 'WelI,' 1 replieti, Il sippose if x'ou say miust, ià
means mnust, Bo let me have it, anti17 begai to 8lowly

pull the petals.'
"lShe loves me, loves nie not ; she loves mie, loves mec

flot.
444Oh, viinnie,' 1 exciaimeti, withi feigneti horror, 1 she

doesn'L love me; wbat shal i do? '
"lShe was a very dubious litti miaîi for a monment, as

she said slewly, OÔh, well, I suppose it coultin't really
make any difference new,' anti theti, as tlough recollecting
something, lier face briglitenedti p, anti breaking into a
smile, she added gaily, 1 Why, of course it couldn't nmake
any difference nlow, because we know sile does, don't we,
Paul 1'

ilAh, Winnie,' 1 saiti, 'I think I coulti paint great
pictures soine day, i!f always hati you niear.'

IlThe next Sunday was the orie which. I hall tiecitiet
shoulti be my last ini the village. 1 hati net yet informieti
Winnie of any intendeti teparture, because 1i knew bier too
well to tblnk for a moment that she woulti wish nie Lo
stay, when she knew that iL was best for me Le go, anti
besides, I tii not wish lier te be unhappy in knowing iLs
approach, for a longer ime than was really necessary. 1,
remember well that Sunday, how we ail went to the littIe
village church together, and bow beautiful 1 tbought Wininie
looketi, as she sang in the antliem with the littie choir.
Ah, rny frienti, I will nover forget iL. Antid wllawy
remember, how as 1 joined hier afterwartis, she put on, suci
a contrite look anti saiti:

"' 4Oh, Paul, 1 fet se very wicketi al through ttue service
that iLtidn't do me any good ; ne, net a bit.,

il'&Why, Winnie, 1 watched you a great deal, anti yeu
always looketi good.'

Il1Ah,' she replieti, ' that was iL;- h was lecause yen
were loeking at me tîjat I feit se wicked.'

vI eil,' 1 repliei, 1'iL mnay perhaps have bcen wrong
fer me te look at you se îuiuch jîtateati of at the mîinister,
but really, Winnic, 1 can'L sec how iL couit possibly lie
wreng in yen aise.'

Il1Oh, yes, it was ; iL was wicketi for ine teo, very
wicked ; hecause, you see, 1 coulint belli thirikiin al the
Linge hew serry 1 woulti lie if yenu ln't looi. Yen woti't
(le iL any more, will yeu, Paul''

Il, No, net if yen feel se very wicket about iL, butl
thon, of course .1 may look at you momeotiines ; 1 coultilr'L
help that you know. Hlow often îuay 1 look, Winniu!?'

I eil,' she said rellectiveiy, ' let nie sec,' anti- sue
began counting them off on lier i ngers; there wo ( 1d be
once after the hyîuns-j1ust once, mnd -anti thal,'s onte
and once after the prayer, tha's two- anti once after
sariptures, and one after the sermon, andi thoinince after
the hymn again, anti Lat's aIl.'

"Af Ler a ,îîoment's pause, shecentinueti.
i' Oh, Paul, that's tee niany ; it is ive Limes, anti 1

feel sure five is tee nîany. No, we must go over iL again.
t must ho only once after the prayer, anti then once ecdi

after the hymn, Lie antheni, the scriptures, anti the last
hymn. New, how many is thatV

I'That is fivo Winnie,' 1 sait, laughing.
"She stooti for a momfent i grave teuhît, andi tii

sait slewly
4- 6 Weil, 1 amn af raid iL can't ho helpeti ; tiere tioesnt'l

Beom t e hoeo coulti bave eut, dees there, Paul 1'
"And se lber conscience was at test for a ittle wble,

though iti was easy te protict that iL weuldn't remain se
very long, fer a busier littie conscience 1 neyer knew.

"LIt was on this saine S'untiay in the evening, as wo mat
togethor beforo the tire in my aunt's sitting-roomi, that t
irst toit her of my intention te return te Paris. vie hati

beon sitting for momne ime without speaking, when 1 said
gently:

69tWinnie, yen ýwouldt'Lt want nie te do anlytiiug if
you knew it wouldn'L be for my gooti, woult yen î

"eShe leeket up quickly with a startiet expression
upon lier face, as though sie apprehienteti somothing, anti
said :

"I'INo, Paul, yeu know 1 wouldn'L;- but whîy do you
ask 1 vilat is iL that yen are geing te de V

Il'1Don't you remember the iret evening Liat we met
oaci ether, viinnie, iow yen saiti yeu theuglit I should
have stayed in Paris anti painteti a btter picture, that
would net fail 1i veil, I amn going back te Paris te paint
that btter picture, anti I feel sure it wen't fail this tirne,
because 1 have %a now inspiration now.'

"gThe ears slowly gathereti in lier eyes, as she sat
looking into the lire after I hati tinisheti speaking, anti
presently she broke eut impulsively :

"' ,Oh, Paul, I arn Berry I ever said that! Then, aftor
hositating a moment, she brusieti away the tears, anti
loeking inte my face said :

"No, Paul, I wýas wreng ; 1 am net eorry I sait iL.
it was right fer me te say iL, and it je far botter that you
shoulti become a great artist tian that I shoult always
have yen with mue. Yom, it is far botter, Paul, anti1 arn
glati von are going.p

Tho old man had been gazing ateadily inte the ire ail


