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seas, over which move vast bands of clouds. Two white caps caver the
pales. The oceans have a bluish green colour and appear darker than the
land. The contour of the disk, more luminous than the inner part, is red-
dish under the influence of atm ospheric refraction. Europe and Africa,
Asia and the Indian Sea, the Pacific, the two Americas, and the Atlantic
defile in turn every twenty-faur hours. The earth thus forma a marvel-
lous celestial dlock that may ho consulted by but a glanco at the heavens,
and ta which the succession of the torrestrial phases adds another base
for the measurement of tinie. Seen from the centre of the visible hem-
isphere of the moan, the earth hovers always in the zenith. In measure
as an advance is made toward the edges of the disk, aur globe appears
ta descend progressively, and, from the circumference of the lunar hemis-
phere, it is observed ta, oscillate at the horizon. In the course of the long
lunar night of 354 hours, which forms half of the diurnal period and
succeeds daylight, the earth soars majestically in the heavens, undergoing
Ver phases front the first ta the last quarter, and at midnight shines with
intense lighit fourteen times stronger than that of the fuîl moan. With so
strong a light do -ve illuminate that part of aur satellite which is dark
at this epocli that it becames visible from here, awing ta the reflection
of the terrestrial rays from its surface. The reflection of a reflection is
styled ashen liglit. The earth, an enarmous globe of ever varied aspect,
suspended at a fixed point of space, therefore prosents ta the selenites a
charming spectacle. The inhabitants of the visible hemisphere of the
moon, where aur globe is un>enawn, have ta take a long voyage in order,
from the lunar face turned taward us, ta cantemplate that inagnificent
star which we caîl the earth, and which up there must bear naines that
express ail the admiration that she inspires-La Science Illustre.

music.

STf. OEORGE'S SOCIETY'$ CONCERT.

Tnz battle-cry of IlSt. George for Merrie England " drew a fairly large
audience ta the Pavilion on Tbanksgiving evening. The usual enthusiasm
which accompanies comparatively small numbers was exhibited, as nearly
every number was encored. Mr. Torrington's orchestra made its firat
appearance of the season, and rendered a most satisfactory accaunt of
itself. The intonation of the orchestra lias improved, and while minar
faulte are not absent, the ensemble Booms ta promise steady improvement.
The establishment of this body is one that reflccts the greatest credit on
Mr. Torrington's energy and ability as a conductor. It fills a mucb needed
niche in the row of aur musical institutions, and will become a pawerful
agent in musical matters if the public wiIl give it the support it deserves.
Its contributions ta the programme were Lavalleé's "lBridai Rase " over-
ture ; Bailey's waltz, "lTill We Meet Again ;" Meyerbeer's "lCoronation"
march, and the "lWinter Fralics " galop. Its efforts were received with
hearty and prolonged applause.

The instrumental solos by Messrs. Clarke, Arlidge, Spacey, and Smith
were well rendered and received the inevitable encore. Miss Robinson
sang IlThe Sang for Me" and IlGood Bye," receiviiig a recaîl for the
former. She was in good voice and sang bier sangs very Weil, the only
fanît being a tendency ta injure the true pitch. Mr. Warrington was at
his best and gave a splendid. rendering of Mr. Torrington's "lCanada the
Gem in the Orown " and the IlThree Jolly Brothers." Mr. Sima Richards
also sang well, but the effect of this gentleman's singing would be mucb
botter if hoe would keep himself a little more quiet on the platfortn. The
agony of unrest was on him.

MRS ALICE J. SHAW.

THis lady, whose fame as a whistler preceded bier advent ta Toronto,
gave a concert at the Pavilion on Monday evoning, and was received by a
large and apparently kindly disposed audience. Mrs. Shaw has a great
ability in this unique branch of the musical art. She whistles in a rather
thin tone, approaching that of the piccolo. Fluency and sbrillnass are its
mast noticeable qualities., Next is a tendency ta go off the, pitch, an
attribute specially ini evidence wher she whistles rapid passages. Her
performance is interesting as a curiosity but utterly devoid of any real
musical value. The company that came with bier was headed by Signor
Tagliapietra, 'who carried off the hon ours as far as applause went. R-e
sang IlIl Balen," and IlThe Heart Bowed Do wn," and was encored ln each
instance.

0f the other members of the party, Miss Edith Pond was the favourite.
This lady recited several pieces ta a piano accampaniment very effectively,
the best of these being the IlMinnet." Miss Jessie Foster, a !igbt soprano,
and Mr. Gustave Thalberg, a light tenor, were the other vocalists of the
company, and sang their pieces in a very amateuriali manner. Miss Ollie
Torbett played several violin solos witb a pleasing tone, but rather erratic
executian. Altogether there was a Lyeneral feeling of disappointment at
the poor standard of the concert in view of the higb prices. B. NATURÂL.

WHILE the question of the origin of tbe Aryans is under discussion, Mr.
G. Bertin suggests that we may learu something of it by loaking further
than we have yet done into the rects of their languages. Even in the
oldest specimens they bear evidence of being hybrids-in inconsistencies
of syntax ; in the promiscuous use of propositions and postpositions ; in
having many words and roats ta express the same abjects, and in the use
of tbree genders. Hence the original tangue may have been a fusion of
two languages-say of Accadian or some closely-related speech and somo
Semitic language. The supposition is supparted by the fact that a great
many resemblances have been observed between Accadian and Sanscrit.
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AbrEsrcAN COMMONWEALTHS: INDIANA. A Redemption from Slavery. By J. P. Dunn,
Junior. Boston: Houghton, Mifflin and Company.

To the Canadian reader the most interesting part of this volume, as in the case of the
other issues in this series of American Commonwealths that form part of the Border and
Western States, is that which deals with the pre-settioment era, wben the French
explorer or coureur de bis was first tbreading bis way over what was then a wiiderness,
and subseqnently, in the case of Indiana, became a figbtiug-ground between the French
and Indians. The author, wbo is secretary of the Indiana Historical Society, and
evidently well up in the aunais of bis State, bias given us a minute but graphie narrative
of tbis ontlying region during the French period, locatiug the trading-posts, from thoso of
La Salle downwards, and reciting the history of ths long border contests between the French
and English nations. Ln the preparation of the chapters devoted to this early period, Mr.
Diiun, we notice, makes acknowledginent of having drawn material froin Canadian
sources. In this portion of the narrative the author seems to us to bave oinittedl no fact
of importance. \Vhat hoelias related, moreover, he bas related well. The biulk of the
remaining chaptore deals with the contest over Slavery, and the long controversy on the
subject of the Ordinance of 1787, whicli probibited the '' leculiar institution," curiously
enough with the consent of the slave-holding States, in the North-West Terrîtory. The
history of the iancîpation of LIdiana froin slavery is bere for the tirst time told with
fulness and evident knowledge. Mr. Dunn does not deal witb the moiern aunaIs of bis
State.

Fiir Ye~ Ago. By Walter Besant. New York : Harper Brothers. Toronto
Williainson and Company.

Lt is Do surprise that the author of the novel "The World Went Very Well Theiî," and
the înany other clîarming stories froin the pen of Mr. WTalter Besant, of Besant and ice
faine, s *hould give us a sprightly, graphie and entertaining volume full of ,lelightful as
well as instructive pictures of London Society as it was wben Qneen Victoria ascended
the tbrone. Not only from a literary, but from a patriotic point of view-being by bir b,
culture, training, and temperaînont, a typical Englishman-was Mr. Besant admira ly
fitted for the work lie bias undertaken. 0f the înany products cf the Jubilee year this,
in a certain sense, is by far the best. It is tbe best, we mean, as a picture cf the social
and intellectual life of the era in England, whicb, tbougb it saw our stili roigniug Queen
succeed to)lber royal inherîtance, bad flot yet escapod from the national characteristics
and social environment of the eigbteentb century. In point of time, it is the London of
but "«Fifty Years Ago "; but in point of manners and customs it is the London of the
previons century that we are called upon to look at. In dress and fashion, in pîirsuite
aiîî amusements, in dlase distinctions, ln the mode of transI, and in niost of tbe featuroS
of its civilization, it was still the age of the Georges. Lt was the age of satin stocks, knee-
breeches, swallow-tail coats, and bigh-arcbed velvet collars. It was a drinking, clubbing,
gaîning, and play-going age-the age of Almack's, Crockford's, and Vauxhaîl. Lt was
the ago before reforme sWept away penal laws that were the shame of the nation, that
broîîght relief to tise wretched cbild-lifs that laboured in the factories, and in mines, and
abolished flogging and the legislatine makîng of paupers aud criminals. Lt was the age
when the stage-coach was in its glory, and when the Londoner was thon, practically, as
far from the Scottish moors as bie wouild be to-day in the beart of A a. Yet ail ruade
thon, as now, lead to the Britisb metropolîs, and there gathered ever1y noted man cf the
period, whatever was bis wallc in life. Into the many and varied circles, professional and
social, tbat flourisbed at the poriod of the Accession, are wo introduced by Mr. Besant,
and most charingly doos ho descant on their cbaracteristics, and confide to us the privi-
leged gossip on whicb tbey fed. Among ail classes do we mix, at the play, in the Assem-
bly, in Parliaiuent, in the courts, witb statesmen and politicians, witb littérateur-s and
schoolmen, wits and beeaux, gaînhiers and play-goers, costermongers and high-born ladies
of fashion, and ail the varied cliques that made up the London world of the time. Ahl
this, of course, is not bistory, but it is the rougb material of whicb bistory is made ; and
to the historian in searcb of material, nowbere, we sbould say, could hoe find a botter or
more genial chionicle of the period than in the work before us. We bave foîînd it not
only most instructive but most delightful reading.

PROBLsMS OF' AMERICAN CIVauIZATIaN; their Practical Solution the pressing Christian
duty of to-day. By Bishop Coxe, President McCosh, aud others. New York:
Baker, Taylor Co. ; Toronto : Williamson & Co.

This earnost and timely littîs volume bad its origin ini the discussions of thse General
Chîristian Conference, beld at Washington last year, undor the auspices of the American
Evangelical Alliance. It consists of a series of eleven papiers read before the Conferenco
omn înaîîy of the more prominent social questions wbicb now confront the Churches. The
Misuse of Wealtb, the Estrangement of the Masses froîn the Chnrch, Relation of tbe
Churcb to the Capital and Labour Question, The City as a Peril, The Saloon and the
Social Evil, Immigration, and Ultramontanism, are somo of the subjeots treated of. AIl
are strong, practical utterances on their soneral topies, illnstrated by not a few startling
facts, witb mucb sensible counsel as ta the mode of dealing witb the problemB by the
Churches, in a broad, enangelical spirit. Many of tbem bave tbeir lessons for our own
communities, secular and religious, particularly the papor of tbe Bisbop of Western New
York, on Illtramontauism, dealing witb the perilous encroacbments of the Jesuit Ordor on
the American continent.

CîeILDREN'S STrouS OF' THE GREAT SdîxNISTSî. iBy Henrietta C. Wright. New York
Chas. Scribner's Sons ; Torontq : Williamson & Co.

Of the many entortaining books for boys, designed as presents for the coming holiday
season, this volume of Miss Wrigbt's is one of tbe moot entertaining. It lias one chief
monit, of being simply and attractively writtes, witb no parade of iearning, and as littie
as possible of scieutiflu jargon. The subjects treated of are t» a youtb of intelligence and
scientifio or mechanical taste the mnost absorbing that an author could well deal witb.
They eînbraco astronomers, electriciaus, botanists, geologiets, biologiets, chemists, and
other workers lu the varied field of nature. The author seems to bave followed a chrono-
logical order in bier biographies, beginning with Galileo, Kepler, and Newton, and coming
down to Faraday, Lyell, Agassiz, Tyndall, Darwin and Huxley, of our own day. The
volume well-nigb covere the wbole range of scientiflu investigation, and the presontation
of its naried suhjects is clear, lucid and graphie. Its ontortaining and instructive char-
acter înay ho gatbered from. the caption of a few cf its chapters : Newton and the Finding
of the World Secret ; Linnoeus and tise Story of the Flowers; Herschel and the Story of
the Stars; Cuvier and the Animale of the Past; Faraday and the Production of Elot-
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