
ÀXÇD THE PROFANITY OP THE PRESS.

<volt'the understandiug, and shork the common reverenee
o .f humta*nity. They drag the Ineflhble and Eternal down
to the. platform, of theèir own passions, and would make
hlm, fight'the. batties of their own rnisicable prejudices.
The-Rev. Dr. M'Nelle of Liverpool, whose eloquence is
màde telling by the ready rhetoric of special and definite
diie jndgmlents, declared, on the fast day in England,
that'the national sin was tlie support rendered to Roman-

sma:ndh.ence the* present jiidgmnents. The same school
of religzioniists gave the saine cause for the, disastrous fa-
m .ine* in Ireland a few years sitice, while the Rey. Dr.
M'Hale of Tuam, a man of somnewhat similar mental type,
but. brouoght nip* nder other and opp'osite influences, de-
cloi'ed that that famine was a judgment for the neglect
o f the Catholie faith. Wie flnd this spirit manifesting it-
self occasionally, with more or Iess force, everywhere.
Even ln the oit y where this page appears, a minister not
long since deciared that the Alrniighty, as soon as Re
he'ard that Britain wvas to have a day of national prayer,
lifted Up his arm, and, by way of sanc-tion beforehand as
it would seemn, struck a blow of judgment - we are Dot
responsîile for the irreverence -struck a blow of judg-
.ment some three weeks in advance of the actual day of
Supplication.

When 'narrowness, and fanaticism, and extravagance,
eau. be'brought to a close in the pulpit, we mnay hope to
have'more religions seriousness in the secular press. But
flot, .we fear, until then. The tendency of one extrenie,
al ways, is to beget its opposite. We have a strong c on-
viction that if the religion of the pu]lpît were iniproved,
we should s'Don have much less to fear fromn the profanity
of the press.'

"Pray.er has moe:mgtthan. boonàing cannons and roaring bat-
teries. And no sooner bas the 'nation been called upon by the Queen,
as the temporal head of. the nation, to observe a day of solema fàst. hai-
miliation, and pra yer, than God lifts up bis band, and the Czar in tho
heright of-his pride, hurling bis armed legions against Us, is mitten to
sudden.destbY - ..qddress of Rev. D. 1raîer, in I eMired Wilnegs? of
Madirck 28, 1855.


