“T0 RAISE THE GENIUS AND TO MEND THE MEART.”
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Henry had rode out into the eountry, and
was not expected to return that evening; and
George took the advantage of his absence.—
The persons who were with him at thistime,
were disguised in a similar manner tosomeof
Henry’s companions. George managed the
whole affair so adroitly, as to leave no doubt
on the mind of Mr, Walton, but. that it was
Henry. From the reporis of Georgeand his
spies 50 often. repeated previously, to 2 man
growing old and getting doatish, Mr. Walton
had sometimes been a little suspicious of Hen-
ry,and wonld have been more so had it not
been for his daughter, who ‘never mistrusted
Henry’s candor and innocence. .

Upon the return of Henry, the old man was
excessively cool to him; and having called
him mtoa private room, accused him of rob-
bing his house. ‘Heury was astonished, and
offered to prove his innorence:_he said it was
a wicked trick of his brother George, to ban-
ish him from hishome, and that he believed
he and his brother could never live together in
peace.

For such reasons, he determined to leave
his home and seek one elsewhere. His guar-
dian was bitter in hisremarks and persisted in
accusing him of the robbery; which accusa-
tion Henry felt the more, because all hisoffers
and endeavors to convince him to the con-
trary failed, and. he was obliged to leave the
home of hischildhood under the chagrin that
a consciousness of innocence accused of guilt,
ever leaves its possessor.

George during this time was by no means
idle in keeping the old man in the same mood
of thinking with regard io Henry. His daugh-
ter Margaret, although she hesitated what to
think of Henry, always shunned George and
his courtesy. ~ ‘Thus far George had failed in
his flattery of her charms, for she was convin-
ced of the badness of his heart.

Things thus went on for a year, daring
which time George had managed to deceive
the old man in his opinion. Bulfrom the con-
duct of George in this time and the wish of
all gradesof the neighborhood to have Henry
resiored because they esteemed him, and be-
lieved he was innocent, Mr. Walton began
to treat George in the manner that his con-
duct had long merited, George pereeiving the
wuvering regard of theold man for him, de-
termined on robbing him in reality. Thus dis-
posed, he seized the opportunity the ‘absence
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of Mr. Walton and his daughter in the coun-
try offered. . Luckily for Mr, Walion, e had
removed most of his money; but what was left
George carried with him in his retreat, no
one knew where. 'The old man being.told of -
the departure of George on his return; and
seeing his trunk broken open, was less aston-.
ished than grieved, at the favors he had bes-
towed on him and theill treatment suffered by
the virtuous youth, Henry. His journey had
been parily to endeavor to learn something of
Henry ; after whom he had repeatedly inqui-
red in vain, |

From a view of the conduct of George, let
all shun a like behavior; which from simple
envy, had led him into crimes of the grossest
character, Indeed, we may go to extremes
in any thing, uniess we pursue that smooth
and peaceful medium that prudenceand good
sense point out in our journey through life.—
The road upon which we all are doomed to
travel, is indeed to most, a thorny ore—less
on account of the disposition of things by the
hand of Pravidence, than from a proper want
of experience in ourselves and an evenness of
temper.

A year after the expiration of Geotrge's de-
parture, of whose excesses abroad Mr. Wals
ton had heard with regret, he took a long tour
in the country adjacent, for his health, accom-
panied by his daughter. He had enjoyed his
Journey o his satisfaction and was on his re-
turn.  One beautiful night in June he had de-
termined to travel'in the cool of the evening
in order to yeach a tavern some miles distant.
He entered .a forest and had got some distance
into it when his horse and carriage were stop-
ped by two highway-men, who demanded his
money with cocked pistols. _The old man in
this frightful dilemma—his daughter having
fainted, was on the point of giving the robbers
his purse, when the gallop of a horse behind
the carriage, threw a fresh hope of escape 0-
ver hismind. Searcely had be time to think
again, when the stranger armed with a sword-
cane, demanded of the robbers the canse of
this noise ; but quickly perceiving one of the
fellows about to level a pistol at him, he made
a pass at him, knocked the pistol out of his
hand and laid him lifeless at his feet. ‘The
other robber fled, but was soon overtaken
and knocked down by the active siranger 3
who thus rescued the old gentleman, ané his
daughter from their perilous situation.. Afler
having thanked the young strauger, ke was
about to tuke his departure when the young
gentleman ogreed to accompany him lo the
next inn.



