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THE WEATHERING OF STONES.

SPEAKING of the weathering of stones employed for
purposes, a correspondent of Indian Engineering says
ject is one which does not receive the attention it deser
older architects appear to have given it far more con
and it is quite common to see the older part of a bi
good condition, so far as weathering is concerned,
newest additions to it are in immediate want of repai1
stones are most liable to attack by chenical agency.
and liméstones, for instance, both the marbles and thq
varieties, are more susceptible to action by the gaseou!
ents of the atmosphere than to the disintegrating effec
and cold. If anything, dolomites are more durable t]
stones in this respect. Of course we have always pres
atmosphere carbon dioxide, tending to form acid carboi
calcium and mapnesium . thee rnmn~nA,. :...
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y the decomposition of pyrites, is greatly aided,
lue, to the actinic rays of the sun. The sun, in-

great chemist of nature as ;t stands, and few
al teactions can be brought about in the absence
at least, daylight. Passing on to the considera-
, we find the causes of disintegration quite dif-
:as limestones and dolomites succumb chiefly tO
i, the disintegration of granite is due almost en-
nical strain. The surface of granite is so cor-
bsorbent that frost alone would be quite without
destructive action only obtains after the Stone
certain amount of water. The same may be said

rphyrys and basalts when magnetite or secondaty
present in large quantities. These rocks, how-

ry bad conductors of heat ; consequently, where
perature are frequent and considerable, only a
- of the stone would be concerned in the changes,
'stresses brought about by these conditions initi-
s and cracks which are necessary for the effectual
ost as a disintegrating agent. Thus a granite,
Lble mn a place where the changes of temperature

slow, may be disintegrated rapidly in places
,site conditions prevail. Accoiding to Dr. Hague,
lisk in Central Park, New York City, is now suf-
execrable climate of that city. Another reason
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