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:i“n, well cut lengths of straw, which also
Tve the purpose of keeping the cheese
"‘im bemg. pressed against each other. The
on l'lt: of this superior cheese depends much
ke ! appearance when sold to the hotel
:Pefr of Paris or the private customer,
a relore much attention is given to all the
etails of packing.
Su.ch an easy process of mabufacture is
*Pecially suited to Canadian farmers’ wives

and daughters, and might be engaged in
with much profit, the consumption, of this
E of cheese being very large in all the

Oglish towns. We shall return to the

consideration of the question.

THE FACTORY COMMISSION.

A bill for the regulation of the factory sys-
- fostered by our tariff policy, was intro-
Uced, at the late session of Parlia-
::lef‘t: but not carried. In every manufac-
fo:mdg country such legislation has been
factlllx necessary. The opposition of manu-
th Ters is to be expected; but surely
th:"‘* I8 something more valuable than
creation of wealth. Cobden at first op-
Posed the “Ten Hours Bill,” and described
the_ te_!ld.encies of this kind of legislation as
:zcu;‘lutlc. But he gave up the fight on
© “Ten Hours Bill ” even before it had
reached its final stage. The principle which
" t legislation consecrated was afterwards
Widely extended. “““We have to-day,”
::)' Cobden's biographer, Mr. Morley, “a
Mplete, minute and voluminous code for
keetPrOtection of labor; buildings must be
o :" tpure from effluvia; dangerous machinery
ton, be fenced ; children and young per-
. Must not clean it while in motion ;
oonltl: hours are not only limited but fixed ;
Jdnuous employment must not exceed a
:::;n number of hours, varying with the
®, but prescribed by the law in given
im i & statutable number of holidays is
mg?;d; the children must go to school,
cert; © employer must every week have a
lﬁca.te. to that effect ; if an accident hap-
p°:'3 Dotice must be sent to the proper au-
Tities ; special provisions are made for
&ndeboms’ for lace-making, for collieries,
for tllmhedule for other special callings ;
vigio e due 'enforoement and vigilant super-
sori D of this immense host of minute pre-
Ptions, there is an immense host of in-
thor il'!, certifying surgeons, and other au-
pass o’“ Whose business it is ¢ to speed and
ship °f§r land a.nd ocean’ in restless guardian-
wony évery kind of labor, from that of the
an Who plaits straw at her cottage door,

of th: Miner who descends into the bowels
the fm?“th, and the seaman who conveys
ang 1ts and materials of universal industry
fro between the remotest parts of the

" But all this is one of the largest

branches of what the most important socialists
have bern naccustomed to demand ; and if
we add to this new fabric of labor legislation
our system of poor law, we find the rather
amazing result that in the country where
Socialism has been less talked about than
any other country in Europe, its principles
have most extensively applied.” When
England, our great exemplar, has gone so
far, nothing can be more certain than that
Canada cannot stand still. What manufac-
turers dread is arbitrary interference with
the working of their factories by officers who
may wrongly suspect bad drainage, bad ven-
tilation or what not. That is to be depre-
cated if it involve injustice to the proprietor ;
but even such fears may well be rendered
subordinate to the higher interests of life

and health.

THE APRIL FIRE RECORD.

Fires in April were numerous enough and
expensive enough to be instructive. If
underwriters cannot derive instruction and
warning from them, perhaps our other read-
ers can. For the benefit of whom it may
concern, at any rate, we have made an
analysis of Mr. Goad's tabulation of April
fires in Canada. According to this list there
were 124 fires during the month, or more
than four per day, throughout the Dominion.
The loss by these is estimated at $435,000,
while the losses to insurance companies are
put down at $190,062. We give a list by

provinces :

Total ] osses to.

PROVINOE. Losses. Insur, Co’s
82 fires Ontario........$199,0569 92,372
18 * Quebec ........ 40,586 21,386
15 * New Brunswick.. 381,356 3,955
6 “ Nova Scotia.... 18,050 13,000
3 ¢ Manitoba ...... 149,300 59,400
124 fires in all ........$435,250 $190,068

The loss by each fire was thus $3,627, and
the loss per day $14,608, while the insurance
companies got off with a loss of $6,385 every
twenty-four hours. Ontario has s0 great a
preponderance in number of burnings that
one i8 not prepared to find Manitoba rank
second in amount of loss with only three
fires. But then everything is on a consider-
able scale in Manitoba. Out of the Ontario
fires, one-fourth were barns and stables.
New Brunswick’s fires were almost all of
dwellings or sawmills. Indeed, in the
whole Domirion there were eleven burnings
of saw and planing mills within the month.
Toronto leads the list in number of fires,
six ; Quebec had five, Montreal four, Hamil-
ton, Brantford, Winnipeg and Woodstock,
N.B., three each ; London, 8t. Catharines,
Goderich, Chatham, Norwich experienced
two each. In twenty-two cases there
was no insurance. _Out of New Bruns-

wick’s 15 fires there were 8ix in which the

sufferers were not insnred, and th
over 32?,000. ‘This should stim(:xll::: :l:.
underwriters of that Province to remove .,
an anomaly. ek
It would be interesting to enquire i
causes of fires, but to do 80 q;:ll;:::? “118
would require more 8pace than we h:lwlve Y
day. Carelessness in one form op ano:hto-
says an authority, is undoubtedly peg o
ble for at least three-fourths of all ﬁreﬂotrl’:l-
occur, be they in dwellings, warehouy, y
st?res, on ships, in facturies, or ip w?le"
mills. Of fires which occur in city dwfll;' y
the. leading insurance companies of I, ";gﬂ,
estimate that twenty per cent. of aucgnﬁ -
are the result of gas or other light ¢, e
:?to contact with curtains or window blfntin
Clothes or uther articles drying at § - i
stoves or fire places are thought to ;:! .
sponsible for sixteen per cent of th con
which destroy the homes of the peo l: oy
d.efects in stoves, flues, &c., i8 due pab;) tTo
like percentage. These are the priulf 1
causes of fires in private houses, mgki i
least one half of the whole,” W,hat th e
centage is of incendiary fires Temains le oy
?matter of conjecture. Barns anq at;gely
in the country are Peculiarly lighle to.l‘bles
ning stroke. The causes of g, large e
portion of loss to saw anq planin %n'll;a e
probably largely inherent in the iusilz)etune
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AMERICAN DRY GOOUDS TRADE
'!‘he American market for

in the United States is 40

03 3 3 al‘d i i
Grea.t Britain it is only 27 y&sl"ds. !l;m;' 1;11*11!1
continent of Europe 24 yards per llxleal:ie

gotton-good- export from
erided by some, it is

' . rged on beha]
protecftlve gohcy that it has gainfe:;itfhe
American mills mainly the American ma‘:-r

that country iy

ket, with an annual consumption of 2 g
s the

English mills. The i
goods by United Statep;m::ilflim?n otfh oton
.1880 was valued at 8283,280,000 re : Jour
ing at an average value of 12} cex,lts o
—say 1,866,000,000 yards, Fer yard
In the same period, the i
goods were about 34,(;00, O(I:(')ll P;::;.Of
sove.nteen Per cent of the cons:x: o'nl
Plain cottons brought into the Uniteq gtmn.
forme(? an aggregate of 8,075,675 tates
yards in 1880-81, ang 10,713,188 Sgua?e
the same period of 1881.2. In aill{:r ron,
and piece goods show g declineq iy oy

cotton

hosiery a slight increage. Flax go:)l;lport,
yards, went up from $10,138,000 in vy &1:"62




