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of the public and wi.hat aref- uniawful ia a question which im
lett te the soie deterrnination of the hoard.

Objections tromn the. Provinces

A radical departure lias beea muade by this legilation,
in the tact that now nio prosecution for an offenco against
section 498 of the Crinuinal Code can be cemmnenceti except
tapon the written authority ot tiie board. it was this, more
than anything else, which stirreti up antipatiiy te the. hoard
on the part ut the attoracys-general departmeats uf tii.
provincial governmients. To take away trami theme depart-
naents what had been hithorto acknowledged as their pro-
rogativei and te place themi in a position in which tii.y
coulti net initiate any action against a criminal combina-
tien, waa a very decided tranafer ot authority, The aet
statea thnt the attorney-gene-rai ut a province mnay net now
proceed againat any combine under the. crinuinal law withcmt
wrltt.n permission fromn the. hoard. The rossons for this
change were given by the. tramer of the act. at a meteting
of an association of business men in Ottawa hast Auguat,
when ho asaerted thnt tiie Board ot Commerce would stand
between the public and the accuseti porion andi say, «There
bas heen etablsied in Canada a board which the, Parlis-
ment .. . . and the peule behinti thern, at aay rate, imagine
will iu timo heomef quite expert, much more expert upon
business matters than the ordinary criaulual courts of the
country eau ever becomec, andi there bas been interposeti,
as a protection betwcen persons accused of this ofence, sa
pecullarly bard and se expensive ta try, andi the criminal
~dock, the. preliminary investigation of the. matter by this
body." The. argument w.aa. that, because criminal cames were
formerly trieti hefore separate judges, anti theo jutigos had
ne eppurtunty ut gettirig together in conference andi learn-
lng f romi une another, eiaci came would ho declded on its
own merits, by judges whio hati hd ne experieace in almiilar
cases, wlth the resmît that evcn in identical or comuparable
cases the decisions dilifereti widely, But when, tandon the. pre-
sent legisiation, all cases corne befoeoune body, wlici Iaym
down certain ruies te blnd it, in Lhe course ot tint. thon.e
will b. evolhvod a court akuhlei lin commercial isw andi coma-
mercial auerality, whlcii will hcofe great advantago te busi-

1(ow Action is Taken

To set tie mnachinery ia motion iu a simple thlng. Any
British mubject resitient lu Canada anti ot full age who
thinkg that a combine exlstmt or is being tormoed r ay go
before one of the. commisuioners (.xc.pt tiie chiot, commis-
aluner> ani niai, out a primaG facie case. When h. bas
placoti certain data ber. the. comadsloner and proveti cer-
tain tacts, if the. commissioner la satimlloti that ther, in rea-
sonable grouati for b.lloving that a combine existe, or in
h.lng formoti, ho may order an iaqulry anti trial. If h. ia
net usatisllod, h. nuay refuse te entier an investigation, lu
wicb case the. papers andi documents b.sring on the. case
must b. plsed befor. the. chiot conimIssloner andti lt. L
ter miay ondes, an inOestigation, deapite Lth. commissioners'
resumal, if the. tacts dimgclose.d ia the. papens sewr ta van-
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