
D OMINION MNEDICAL MONTHLY21

iii the manuffacture of iron and the ex-stension of tic use of coal,
and the construction in a fewv years of miles of caniais, inaking
cheap transportation puia',ible, %ve rnay understand sonie of the
principal influences, %vhich gave a pre-eminence to, England i
comtmercu, whle entireiy altcrinig both lier internai economic con-
dlitions and her foreign policy. M-anchester, Liverpool and Glas-
gowv sprang fromn sm-ail towns into cities, and agricuitural Engiand,
by the end of the century, liad become a country of large urban
populations, with mercantile fleets upon every occan. I ndian
nabobs rcturned homne to spend their millions of rupees, and witlî
thc rise of wages %vas begotten highier modes of living, associateci
%vith a sense of educationai necds, ail stimuiated by thc inteiicc-
tuai Renaissance on the Continent. Wliat this industriai expan-
sion mecans may be gatlîere-d from the fact tiîat withîn the forty
years up to 1840, the number of tiiose engagcd in the cotton
manufacture iii England liad risen from 8o,0o0 to 83ï,0o, wlîile
the population of Lancashiire alonc during the eigliteenitl century
rose from 166,200 to 672,000. To-day it is over 4,000,000.

To these causes, so briefly summarized, are wve to look for the
beginnings of wlat we nowv cail State medicine, of wlîicli Engiand
lias during the nineteentlî century been tlîe most fruitfui field.
Up to the end of tue century tue sudden expansion of her foreign
trade owing to these zliscoveries, and the lîiglî prices consequent
upon the Napoleonic wars, created such lîigh, rates of wvages, andi so
great general prosperity, that the sanitary evils wvhich were. rapidly
growing up with tlîe dcveiopmenit of tue factory system wcre as
yet lîardiy noticed. But the escape from a national caIamity, such
as had overtaken France in tlîe Revolution had accelerated wvhat is
called the Ilevangelicai movements," so large a factor in cducating
the national conscience in England to a sense of the truth of the
Scripture tlîat ',a man is lus brother's keeper." Associated witli
th:e youngicer Pitt, the model of the dornestic statesman, as a per-
sonal friend, wvas William Wiiberforce, wvhose broad Clîristianity,
and practicai common-sense served to make him the first social
reformer whose energies as a legislator were definitely devoted to
tue amelioration of tiîe'condition of his fellowmen, wvhile- sup-
ported outside by the IlSociety for the Abolition of the Slave
Trade," amongst wvhorn the Quakers were the most active; public
meetings wvere held and statistics were carefuily collected to showv
the inevitable horrors of the trafflc. Wiiberforce presented, in
178S, "o less tiîan thirteen petitions to Parliament praying for its
abolition, and the first steps wvere taken in tlîat year to mitigate
the horrors of the ocean passage; but the opposition uvas great
and the fight prolonged. But that strong practical conscience of
England, which time and again has forced Parliament to act, as in
the Reform Bill Of 1831, and the repeal of the Corn Laws in 1846,
had been aroused ; and the people proved their sincerity by
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