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THE HUMORIST AT THE BREAKFAST TABLE.

T HE situation," said the Political Heeler, Il is eue of
c xtrenie gravicy. There are serions dangers to the

constitution alîead of uis. Thle Ship of State, so to speak,
is laboring in tbe trough of the sca with the prospect of
bcing daslîcd upon the reef, witlî no chance to cast an-
chor."

IlSeenis to ie," said I, "l that it wonld ije somewlîat
boggish te be 'anicborinig for the treugh of the sca (Inls).
If, as yen say, tiiere are reef.s ahead, it is ail the fanit of
thie pestilenitial rs.

"0f course it is," said the Fieler-.
IBecanse," 1 continneci, Il they theniscîves admit tbat

tlîcy are the Reef-formiiers."i
A period of niiournful silence ensueci, during wbiebi

naught but muffled imprecations ef Uhe boarders struggling
witb an extra tough steak could be hecard.

"Spcaking of lîogs," I resunxced, following tUic traiii of
tbought suggestcd hi' tic joke ab)out thîe trourr lî "t k a
wonder that our Scotch friend w'leîi conLêntdinig te other
day tlîat lits eountryîiien sonietinies posacss the' liniiorons
faculty, did not recfer to 1logg, thîe Ettrick sliephiercl. Fic
tras celebrated fer lus floir efpak porky> hunier.'5

\T erra truc, so lie iras," said tlhe Scotclimian seriously,
while the rcst griîîued aînd bore it.

The Political ficeler, who lîad started ini on eue cf lus
canîpaign s.I)eclies wlîen I iîittrrupted bii.i preseitti'
harked l)aek to lus favorite tepie.

Tlie Irish agitation is fraugylît with inctuace wo the
l>cst înterest of the Epr.

IWich I thiîik, N 3 lier ent.," I rcnîarked. "l Or
didn't (josclien cut it don-n te 2$/. hi' tic way, Englanci
coîîsîdered financially, nîighîi non- be eallcd the ILand of
Groshen, eh? "

VI yil)ou kîndly cease your il-tinîcd lcvity anid allowv
111e to continîue uiiy remiarks. FrangIn witb mnîace, as I
said, to England's lest intercsts. 'l'lie tinies are ont of
jouiit.', 

1

"Tbce London 1'm'3 qnicklvsgetd
"T'hle agitationî," cotitinnied the Ficeler, eyeiîîg nie

wvrtlifully-, "l is o11 an cîîtircly dfcliffert footing froni lire-
riOun oîvcnîeîits. It is agrarian, sir, arrau

I tried liard to tlîiîîl of sortie pull ont tlis word, but
couldxî't.

'fhose wlie formerly. agitated for Iish incleluend(eic
wcre a differenit elass of meni altogether. 'flic> %vould
not ]lave eouiiteîanced Parnell. 'i'lîy woulc have
scored-"

" Vcry truc --su rbey wotîld," I p>ut ini. ;" ''ale tlhc
poet Moore, for instancee. -fid lu lived in env day lue
would have leeu a statnicu upheolder of thUi oreriîniueîit."ý

Yen atre riglut thecre,", said the lecler, sotuiewirit
appeased.

1ea1e, I weîît on to say, "l lie arnw a 7»",- peet."*
Langhiter, groaîîs, cuss-ivords, aînd gencral confusioîn.

Pelitical 1-leeler nuacîcer tuan ever. Hie muade a vain
attenupt te resunie tic tbread of bis dîscourse, but iras
met witui the reqnest [romn sinart Alick te Il hire a hl,
and "l cheese it." Whcrcat lie scowvled ou the asseniiblv
and departcd clownu towNv.

I kniow the lîoet Mr,"saici the saleslady, who
couisiders berself literary. "l He irrites uîice pieces, douî'c
he, about the Lake of Cashmiere, irlere they, niake such
elegant shawls. Fie wroce about kt in ' Paradise Lost."'"Not ' Paradise Lost,' I tlîink," said tlhe law-stuclcut.

iYhiltoîî wrote that.",
Il Veil, t n'as soinething ahpnt Taradisc, aîîywai'," said

tbe salleslady.

N'es, ' l>aractise and tic I>eri.'
Perhaps it Nras about .somle of thec relations of Alex.

PI'rîe tint used to write for the Ttknn"said the sales-
lady. I neyer reaci tlie pi~ce tlîrough, but Mvary J.
Hoines anci ''le I ucbess give îîice little pieces out cf
Moore's poenis in thecir stories. 1 like 'F'lic Duclîess
l)etter than Mary J. Helmnes, dont yeou P"

IRcally, I neyer read cither of thieni," said the Iaw-
.studeîît.

IOh, nîy !I thought you iras a great redr"And it
iras evîdent that the young iai, liad sunk about fifty cie-
gIres in lier estimation.

Meanwlîile thc Scotelinan %vas pcruising (liii with a
broad srnilc 01n his features.

"(but' is a trille late this week," I remnarked.
Late !Na, na, mon. It's zhdie, ye ken. I .osh,

mon,. is it possible tbat I've make a joke mysel

IlPRACTICE."

I JOH N,' said I )acen l>umipkin te blis bired mani, as
Jthey were ruimaging the bnu for big potatoes to put

0o1 the tops of the bags, Il yen sheuld go te hear Brother
Freetaîk, our new minister. I-owv lie pïtchecd into dis-
honest professors last Sundayl j est good, liard thuînps;
nene of yoiîr naly~aiyretinery about lîjai, I can
tel] yen. Trhere, now, I guess tliat'll self thalt bag.'

EXTRAVAGANCE.

IT1 %vas at the Grand Opera flouse, Hanîjilten, anîd the
i audience iras very slinî indccl. Tlîe lîour lîaving

arrired, thc stage bell tinkled, and, as tic curtain rolled
uif, tic footligbts wec turned on fuît force. Il Why this
eŽxtravagaincee?" said josh l3uclîaîîaî, of tic iXnes, rush-
ing into thi nîanagrer's office. "l Wliat >do you îweaîî ?"
quericci R-eche, with ail astonished expreI-ssionl. Il iteanji
shoutcd Josh, Il why, irbat de you want to swelil the ex-
peiise by turnîng o>1 thc gals for? Tsiifl the bouse liglît
eneulîi"

SCIENTIPIC TEMPERANCE.

edzscationi), accosting cininczt Dotr "Doctor, 1 ivas at a lectur'
of >'onrn,;tail I tîieve you satd ox>'gtîîand h>'drygin wvas noces-

'r>' for everybody ai' we coniduit livc 'thiot 'c'
EuîîsuNTa D)ocrosZ-" YeS, gir, 1 satid se,"
T. C.-"l WelI, sir, 'taiitt truc. Look ait ilac I P'un healthy ais

ttîcy mak-e 'ca, an' 1 neyer tasted gui ofitany Lt<tnct


