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chamber when that Body which they handled,
atood in their midst and must bave come
through the walls to doso. It wasa repetition
of the resurrection act, of rising out :of che
grave clothes, and through the rock:of the
tomd. They saw the wounds, They sat with
Him, talked with Him. He dealt with them
individually according to” their spiritual nceds,
Ho oxpounded the scriptures to them, He
clothed them with new powers and revealed
new truths, It is cortuin that Christ was with
them during these forty days.

And they immardiately doclared 1t, and they
declared itexultingly. Its immediate promalga-
tion shows it wus not a myth, which grudually
doveloped, and the triumphant boast thut the
Master waa the Lord of life and glory, proves
that He had not, reviving, crawlod ont of the
tomb, sgain to come under its power,

Ho rose, but Hedid not come back as Lazarus
did. Ho was as ono who had passed through
doath and issued ou the other side. Ile does
not appear to the world which Ho hay left, but
begins & new world and heads 4 now creation
and brings disciples into it. Wo are not merely
to Jook forwurd to & Re<urroction but to enter
into its power now, —Selecled.

By W. G. Vay Tassenu Srerney,
e i3 nat there—
Whore the rock is riven deop.
Whilo the wewry watchers sleep ;
Whore the tolded nap'in lies,
Watched by calm, saraphic oyes;
Where the spices’ fuint perfume
Lingersin the omply tomb—
He is not thero,

) He is here—
Where the Haster lillies flower
At the still Communion hour;
Whevo the cross it shadows throw
On the path that upward goos;
Whaere the heart onco dead in sin
Biills a temple meet within—

Ho is here.

—The Churchman

THE BEASTER PEACE.

i Jusus came and stood in the midst, and said
unto them, Peace be unto you."—=8¢. John z2. 19,

Thus did our Blessed Lord make [Timself
known unto His assembled disciples after His
Rusurrection; and ILis words must have recall-
ed thoso which He had spoken to them on the
night of His batrayal. *‘Peace [ leave with
you, My peace [ xivo unto you: not as the
world giveth, give Lunto you. . These
things I have spoken unto you that in Me yo
might have peace’”” But we can well imagino
that but little of any kind of peace had tilled
thoir hearts, during tho three days that follw-
od. Their hopes were blighted, and not one
seems able tu have looked beyond the shameful
death upon the cross, and 1o have luid bolu
upon the words which the Lord Jesus had be-
fore spoken to them, “ They shall scourge Him
and put Him to death, and the third day He
shall rise ugmin; and they understood none of
these things” (St. Luke xviii. 33, 34). 'The
Lord, however, was faithlul to His promise,
" And having made peace through the blood of
His cross,” came and proclaimed this truth in
Resurrection power, aud on more than ons oc-
casion appearcd in the midst of 1lis discipies
with the salutatinn, * Peuce be unto you.”

That first Euster Duy brought u cbhange to
mankind, and to all ¢reation, the full meaning
of which is even now but dimly realised. He
Who speaks this word ot Peace is 1o longer the
Mortal Man, living under the conditions of the
Old Adam, but He is the Sccond Adam * the

Lord' from heaven,” ' the first” begotten "from
the doad,”4 Ho is in very truth *the Resurrec-
tion and the Lnfe,” and tho first word of greet-
ing “which in tbis new condition Ho speaks to
His disciples is:“Peace be with you." This
word, therefore,’has reference to thut new con-
dition which, through His resurrection, would
come to all who believe on'Him. 1t is no mere
worldly peace, bus, as St. Pavl describes it, that
which * passeth all understinding,” reaching
down tothe veory depths of our now spiritual
life. We cannot school ourselves into this state,
but we can faithfuily use this graco givon ns
that it may increase aad bear fruit, and in-
fluence our lives in their varied circumstances.

“ There are in this lond stunning tide
Of human care and crime,

With whom the melodios abido
Of th' everlasting chime ;

“ Who carry music in their heart
Through dusky lune and wrangling mart,
Plying their daily task wilh busier feet,
Bacause their secret souls an holy strain
repeat.’’

This Peace, then, which the Lord hreathed
upon His disciples on the tirst Kuster Duy is
inlimately bound up with that new life which
ou that duy the Lord Jesus received, and which
1le now bestows on all who bulieve on Him and
obey His word, The childron of God, therefore,
should see thot the onemy doos not rob them of
this peace which is their heritago, and should
be on their guard lest he beguile them into paths
where the ““ cares and riches, and pleasures of
this life” cause anxiety and unrest, and thus
hinder the calming influence of the Spirit of
Christ, Who over scoks to canse the peace of
God to flow onasa river. Outward circum-
stances may be most trying and porplexing, but
those noed mot mocessarily deprive us of this
Enster Peaco, for we simply experience what
our Blessed Lord has told us beforehand, “In
tho world ye shull have tribulation. .o
but *rin Me poace,” and therofore the
more we allow the new resurrection life to grow
in us and to become healthy and strong, the
mors will the Holy (bost, tho Comforter,
manifest Elis prosence in us, in calming and
soothing our spirit, and thus bringing peace
unto our souls. The world is f1ll of unrest, and
the nations are kept/rom war by moans of an
armed poace; but the Church of Christ, and
vach indivieual Christian should be filled with
hope and earnest expoctation, in looking for-
ward (o the time #o fast approaching when the
Prince of Peaco will again appoear, and again
stand in the midst of His faithful ones, and say
“Pance be unto you,” and His reign of peace
and blessing shall begin and spread over the
whole world, Whon David realised this, well
might ho say, “ The prayers of David the Son of
Josse are endod, Amenand Amen.”"—A. B. C.
in Family Churchman.

A MATIN SONG OF EASTER.

—

O morning ! sweet morning of marvellous glory !
All royally robed in thy raiment of light!
O duy slar arising | come sing the glad story
Of 1lim wbo huth vanquished the powers of
night!

0 angels! bright angols | from regions supernal,

That rolled the great rock from the door of
the tomb,

Fling open the gates of the kingdom oternal,

Give vesture of praise for our gurments of

_gloom!
O Eastor! glad Easter! wo speed to thy wak-
ing,
While purple and gold are still blent in thy
skies
From heaven the light in onrdarknoss is break-

ing, )
To heaven our ceaseless Hosannas shall rise !

O Saviour!”blest Bridegroom! awake from Thy
st slumber, 4P . ~i

i Sponk peace, that Thy Bride grow not faith-
~wil lesg and cold, B e
Reveal to that multitude vo man can number -
1. The Queen at Thy right in her vesture of gold !
—Selected.

“ It is quite in the nature of things that Christ-
mas should be, in a special sense, the Childron's
Festival, und that Euster should be most dear
to * such as are of ripor years.” As thero are
sume Faster joys which the childish heart can
scarcoly appropriate, so there aro some Easter
lessons which the ebildish mind ean hardly un-
dorstand, Some oxperience of sorrow, somo
sense of boreavement, some knowledgo of losg,
somoe approheasion of the meaning ot death, are
necessary to a full participation in the appro-
priate joys of Haster Day ; and those Christians
10 whom these experiences have come in largest
measure aro most capable of comprehending
and sharing its charactoristic gladness. It is
altogether uppropriato, for every reason, that
the Baster festival should be kept joyously, and
that there should be ull proper symbols and
manifestations of rejoicing in stately sorvices,
grand musie, beautiful flowers,

There is, nevertholoss, a dangoer thal more
than one of the deep and teuder lessons of Re-
surrection Day may be noglected, or obscured,
or altogother forgotten in the midst of the ‘out.
ward business of the sanciuary.” In the exub-
erance of Christiau rejoicing, and in the multi-
plied and elaborate servicos in which it scoks
to oxpross itself. the enorgies of worshippers
arc ofton exhausted, and their thoughts turped
away from those groat themes of hope and as-
piration which ought to engage them. It is in
order, therefore, to plead for a quiet Eastor in
theso busy, fussy times whon there is far too
little quiet meditation upon the great truths of
the Gospel—for a joyous, and therofore a more
geronoe commemoration and observance of the
duy; snd this, all the more, becatwe Iaster,
with its tender and solemn memories and aspi-
rations, is 8o peculiarly the festival, not of
children, but of the more ripo, the more thoughs-
ful, the more sorrowful in every congre-
gation. On this day, of all others, pretentious
music is out of taste and out of place. Hvery-
thing meretricions and exayggorated in the ser-
vices should be avoided. The vulgar compoti-
tions of eluborate decorations and display of
flowers which one somelimos soes or hears of,
are simply shocking, and the groat throngs of
“ gutsiders ” who crowd our churcheson Faster
Dav ** to hoar the music and sce the flowers,”
have come Lo be something more than an ineon-
venianco in same of our larger cilies. Church-
men, thorefore, should most diligently guard,
lest the holy and tender churacter of the day
bo altogether surrendored, and the principal
sorvize bo transformed into a sort of relipions
carnival where, amid the blare of trumphots,
the vocal gymnustics ot operd singers, and the
irrevereni bohavior of a pushing throng of
sight-secrs, there shall bo no place for the truo
keoping of the feast *‘in sincerity and truth.”
—The Churchman.

To the Christian heart Baster is indeed a day
of rojoicing. After the solemn services during
Lent, following in thought the Suviour step by
stop us tho timo draws near for Him to offer
Himse!f as a sacrifico in atonement for our sins,
we hear of His agony in the garden of Gethse-
mane, where “Hin soul was exceodingly sor-
rowful even uoto death,” then of His mock-
trial, the fulse accusutions against Him, and
fipally of His crucifixion, desth and burial, we
may woll rejoice with joy unspoukuble at Easter
dawn, to know that the stone was rolled from
the tomb and in Christ's tricmph over death we
have hope of a glorious immortality.



