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MAN.
Vatona the different definitions given of man, (here
vs, pethaps, none so exprossive, none so character-
ralic, a5 to define him a teligious creatire. This
matks immediately his nature, sl separates Lim
csseatially from every other animal.  He hashoen
vefined a rational ¢nimaly but we are not sure
et thiz character belongs exclusively (o him,
Seme of the infurion ereatures give strong fudica-
tiens of powers and faculties very much resem-
hhitg reason.  There is a docility in the dog, a
natural cinwing in the fox, and a high dewgree of
sigacity io the elephant.” We ave “at a loss by
what name to distingnish these, vv to ascertain
trom what principle they proceed.  Buotby what-
ever name we designale them, in their reflections
and different actions, thay approximate very near
sravhat we call reason,  But in no one of the
fower animals Jdo we s2¢ auy lhing, in any mea-
cue, resembling religion,  Not the fintest trace
~t this principle appears in any other creature of
this lower wotld.  Such men, therefore, as throw
aside #iis glortous distinction, divest themselves,
Gy this acty of the neblest omament of their
natare, and that which distinguishes them the
mast elfectually from the beast that porishes.
That man is naturally inclined to religion, ap-
pears from vatious considerations.  And thia is
votanew pinciple, but coeval with mane Wheye-
ver vou fiml man, there also you find velizion,
Go back o the origin of the world, or as fay as
history can carry your researches, sl there you
still see man a religions creature.  Kvamine all
aounfrizs, and all the different ages af the world,
and you will find no race, na nation, that can be
properly said to be utterly destitute of veligion.
in sdime of the lately discoverad islands, patticu-
latly in New Holland, it has been advanced, that
onr settlers on that coast have not been able to
tied, among the natives, any traces of religion.
"These people, by all accounts, are the most stu-
pid and savage of the species.  Whether, there-
rorey on aecount of that gross ignorance and sta-
pidityy they may be divested of thix sistinguizh-
g character of eur nature, or whether vur Listo-
rians ol thal country have had suflicient apportu-
nities to ascertain their Gue character and man-
ners, must be determined by future and more ac-
~urate inquities. . Rut this and some other excep-
tions will not destroy the ganerality of the prin-
viple, that man is a religious creatuie,

[( history, then, prove the antiquity and extent
of this principle, we (ind it also arising fiom his
very nature. Ui hopes and fears, his desires
and aversiong, direct him equally towards religion,
A principle, then, that epevates so universally and
extensively, can never be found without a cause,
This prineiple wust have been implanted in men
to answer some wise and good purpose; and it
gives us great room to lope awd to trust, that
there must be ohjects corresponding to this great
principle.

We cannot ascribe this principle to the preju-
Jices of education ; hecanse this supposes a yene-
wal confederacy at all times. and ameong all na-
sions, the most distant and widely seatlered over
the various pails of the emth. It suppekes aqn
agreeaient among nations, that never could have
passible correspondence, separatel ffom one
another, doring all ages, by unp s<able oveans ond
23 among nations discordant in povernnent,
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that this prineiple is the chili of pre-
FHBCIN is cqualiy reassnable and (air as
v adim conscienee, or tae facuity by which we
Gistinguish between whet iz 5ighiand wronzr, to
be the preindice of edunatione Relizion scoms
il Gpait el s as cersceiee, as the sk
eats ¢l vinine, of juctico. and  beneiicence,
los wie s dntorwaven with our na-
seannatadivest oairelves of them
Pleas Thev cannot e thiown aside with

o mame case 3 we can throw aside our coat or
antogarner b ’

hese poflocions, fouadad on reasen and
falil, give ud foom o Giope and Lo helieve, that
ail the attew 4 of dntudelity to root out the reli-
wans piinciphe; and 1 bamish veligion tiom the
earthy Will prove on ail occasions vain anid fruit-
Joss.  Haman natire wiil tesume its just rights,
and waintain its honours. Men of prol{gatc prin-
ciples may endeavont 0 throw ol the salutary
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restraints of religionj bt these attempts must
miscarry with the great bulk of mankind. It ap-
peats equally plansible as il we wore to atlempl
o rob man of his reason and his winlerstanding.
They may be so far sutcessiul, as to corrapt veli-
gions  This has been done top often 5 bt hnman
natare tequires religion, in one shape ov ether, for
ils satisfaction and government.
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CHIISTIAN LIBERALITY,

“« Feery one of yu saith, T oam of Poul : owd Lof
Apolfor; and | of Cepiras.?

Tous sectatian spitity which carly showed itsell
in the primitive Chnrehy has unhappily descemieml
to the present timme. Fortunately, however, as
religious trath, gennine picty, and self-knowledge
prevail, Bigetry, with all ity attendant evils, is
passing away, and a righter era begins o dawn
on the Christian world,  The man whe, but a few
years ago, was lawded, anid placed in the most
elevated paiitien in his church, because he con-
sidered all men in tha broad roead to perdition who
belonged not to hix patly 3 is now, to a cerlain
extent, mistinsted even hy his brethren, and con-
sidered very far behind the generality of profes-
sing Chiistians in principles of liberality.

A liberal Chiittian occasionally goes out of his
own patly, associates with others, and gains in-
provement by all. It W Persian proverh, ¢ A
liberal hand is belter than a strong arm.** The
dignity of Chiistianity is belter suppoited by acts
of libevality, than by accuracy of reasoning ; but
when both go together—when a man of sentiment
can clearly state, and ably defend bis veligions
principles—aud when hia heaait is as generous as
his prineiples ave inflexible-—he possesses strength
and beauty in no ordinary degtee 5 and is eminent-
Iy caleulated for winning sonts tv Christ, and thus
extending His kiszdoam in the earth.

We heattily pity that sanow-minded man whe
imagines that no excellence is to be found out of
the small veligious boly with which he is con-
nected—who cannot engage in any moral or reli-
zious cnterprise unless it originates with, or is
principally carried on by his ministers—whe will
not trust himsell even lo subscribe for a religious
paper, or read a religious book, however orthodox
either may be, il it be not the production of kis
chureh, oc stamped with the seal of &is body.
Alas! that toa many of such charactets are to be
fonnd in almost every Chiictian saciely ; but they
are the exceplions to the general ruley and form,
for the most party the illiterate portion of pro-
fessors,

Fav diferent are the sentiments with whiclh we
veyard that noblesminded individual—the man of
enlarged views and enlightened intellect—who,
hussting throuzh the enclosures of sectarianism,
views the wide field of Chyistian enterprise, and
incevery labonier beholds a brother—no matter by
what name Le may he called, or in what peculiar
way he dors the wotk of hiz Master—who holds
out 1o every servant of the Lord Josus the right
hand of fetlowship, and feels the influence of that
mysterious-hoad which unites him to the Body of
Christ.  Such a man we respect—such a man we
hocur—such a man we love,

The Apostle Paul was a noble example of such
acharacter, ia the primitive Church; and we
might mention the names of many sueh warthies
of mare recert times.  New, thank Ged, the
churches ateund with secli; in proof of which we

might mention the many nobie institutions now in
aperation for the spread of the Gospel, the evan-
gelisalion of the world, and the amelioration of
the miserable condilion ol apostate man.  Nee
we speak of the Uritish amd Foreign Bible Secie--
ty—the various Missionary Societies—the Tract
Society~—and the Sunday School Union ¢—in
whicit men of all evangelical creeds ave engaged,
awl to lhe fomls of which they all cheerfully con-
tribute,

May the great Head of the Church hasten the
time when all shall be of one heart and one mind
~—when the g neral intevests of Emanuel’s king-
dom shall be dearer {0 all than the aggrandize-
ment of sect or parly, and when the designation
of the univetsal Churely of Cluwist shall he--
“ Cunisrian?

W have to acknowledge with gratitude, that
since the commencement of the Christian Blir-
rory we have received numerous and highly en-
couraging lestimonics in favour of the spirit and
chavacter of our journal.  Rlany of them are of o
private nature, and conscquently not intended
to meet the public eye; others, however, we
may safely employ for the puipese ol informing
our fiiends of the estimation in which the AMirror
is held by those respected contemporaries who
have so kindly noticed owr humble though well-
weant efforts to diffuse useful knawledge through-
out the community. The following are some of the

‘ OVINTONS OF THE PRESS.

Tnr Cunistian Minnon.-=We have received
two nambers of a very excellent semi-monthly
jonmal of religions and general intelligency,
which, mder the above tile, has been commen-.
ced in this city, under the management of one who
appears to heve brought to the task an excellent
jwdgment and sound religions views, The Mirror
is ol designed to he the organ of a peculiar sect,
but i devoted to the interests of religion general-
ty. and is, to a great extent, made up of valuable
selections baving strictly a moral and religious
beaing.  We have heard with the sincerest
pleasure, that it proepects of support are very
flatteting, and that it deserves ity none who have
read the numbers now before the public will for
a moment doubt, As a family journal, it will be
found highly woithy of suppott.—Literary Gar-
land for September, :

We have received the first number of a paper
enlitled the Christian Dirror, published in this
city, Az yet we have only been able to give
basty glance over the contents, which appear (4
consist principally of useful extracts fiom different
religious works, memoiis of well known and cs-
teemed Christians, and sccounts of the progress
of Religion, in this and other countrics. The
leading nrlicle is a well wfitlen litile cssay, in
which the nature sud importance of our holy teli-
gion are enforeed wilh much fervour and ability.
The Mirror is to he published once a fortnight, Ly
Mr. JUE. L. Mreenr, St Nicholas Stret, and
the terms of subsciiption ave six shillings per an-
num. We think such a publication-to be of emi-
nent service to the cause of virlue, and we there-
fore hemilily wish it success.—Montreal Gazetie.

The Grst number of € The Curtstran Mirgow”
appears this day, and fiom the short opportunity
we have had of examining its cantents, we are led
to belicve that the anticipations formed fiom u
recusal of the P'rospectus will ot be disappointed.

t contains a careful seleetion of Religions and
General Lilerature, a snmmary of political events,
amt a vaiety of Missionory intelligence from
Polynesia, India, and China, with several columns
of Miscellaucous witicles of general interest.  The
design of the publisher, as stated in Lis editorinl
remarks, is € to exhibit an undeviating solicitude
to promote the interests of scriptural piety,” an
sbject so worthy of the co-operation and aid of
the religions public, that we trust the publisher
will be warmly suppoit-d. The mechanical ex-
ecution of the Minuor is geod, and it is published
on 1 gheet which will render it an object $o pre-
setve the numbers lo be bound at the close of the
volume.— Transcript. )




