THE CHRISTIAN SENTINEL.

S X will stand upon my watch,
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and set me upon the tower, and will watch to see what he will say unto me,
and what I shall answer when I am reproved—Haz, ii. 1.

Rav. A. H. BURWELL, Editor.)
L.
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DEATH OF HIS LATE MAJESTY
GEORGE 1V.

———

Isatan  xnix. 22, 23.

THUS saith the Lorp Gop. Behold I will lift up mine hand to the
entiles, and set up my stanidard to the people, and they shall bring
¥ tons in their arms,and thy daughters shall be carried upon their

shoulders : And Kincssball be thy nursing fatlers, and their QUEENS
¥ nursing mothers. "

e parsons of this audience in « customary suit of solermn black,

Ad  thjs temple of God itself with the correspondent cmblems of
ourning, remind us of the duty which the occasion imposes upon
e Preacher, The outward tokens of a solemn state of feeling, and
e established testimonies of respect, are very little worth if unac-

m"!Pauied by any such actual sentimenis and reflections as these for-

Malitiog are designed to represent. If, in remembrance of deceased

°Y31ty, we sju‘e.ul the drapery of sorrow in the very sa'm'tu:xry

% our wyrship, itis evident that we ouzht to set ina refiiens light the

®vents and changes to which these observances have relation, 1“3(1 to

Ehew that < what (vod” in his word « hath joiued tOg‘(?ﬂ“jl" we
9 10t 1nean to « put asunder ;” —that while we kororlie Aing, we
0 FEAR (i0p, and make this principle the basis of our loyalty. Tn

2y other lirht than this, these trappings have no husiness here.—
grant then that the consideraiion upon which we are now io enter,

Qf.t e suhject. thus presented to us, may be pursued withan eye to
8 plory, and that the preaching of His word piay not be an aftair of

e but of salvation.
 Wherever the work of death has been conspicuous, either in the

Sircumstances of the stroke, or in the subject who o suffered, it
'®Comes gur duty to improve the occasion s and disrema r the fas-

:: dous criticisms of these who would charye us with formaliy mo‘m -

t:‘“g upon events whiclh are watters of m.me./'(’:*l.'y::f, to contemplate

Pe%_eventg as Cirisiinas 3 as serions believers in a wise anld j_m()fl_

Tovide:co : as persons who take their views oi this world and of

f?tunty’ of passinyy scones and of mau's entire history aud distinctron,

lio.m the writtenrevelution of GODN—Aud if it be said that the l“]'i’ﬂ'

g hand of death, (which levels the hizh and low, and when the.hod
018 to judre thom, pays “ no respect to persons,” ) teaches us its If
onl‘“'l)ear from makiuyg the gradations (.»f rauk and order whzc}l Lelong
if ¥ to this world, survive the sphere for whizh they were forme:d ; —

t 1t be ohject d that by noticing the great ones of the carth at

’."“ concluding point of their carthly history in which they rescmble

g Mankind, we prolong the date of their distinction, and make reli-

‘h:: Subservient to those partial rogard:q which it disclai!nsr—we .rcply

whi those who are gone, are indeed little concerned in. the tnb}_ltﬁ

“th Ch we may choose to pay them, and have dene for ever wit

;‘? e marks of elevation which God bad assigned to them on earth ;

wi Ut we are still mingling in the same scenes, w2 are still coversaut

the the same (‘)l{jeclf,‘i‘illing the same relations, and in contact wnll&
to t;“‘“\e varieties of life: And we ought to have our attention le

e precarious uature of earthly things, and be tanght to compare

1t ey Row are with what they are destined to becorae. . off

ﬁladl: a false philosophy which philosophizes too far, n‘nd rond: 0

precent veil which sage experience hasthrown over the nakedness

g Wnan proceedings and efoirs. It is a shallow wisdont afh‘lj all,
Yaapplicable to the state and condition of human nature, W l}lCh

fes upon all the usares of life, a°.d dissects, asit were, and brings

q‘.e;_elj’mcmsqr:pe. all ¢.e compouent parts of the social system, H!l

‘lzey] l‘l’;]e defect is uneovered, and every minutely offensive a]ip-"‘i!!'-r

with ;u open, for the cruel pleasure, as 1t wight seem, of sporh!].
_the frailties of humauity. Ia the eves of a better wisdlom, the dis-

ons of_soriety, though thov are :u-?;‘no\*.'ledged to be ouly transitory
Subordinate to more sacred considerations, are allowed their pro-
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per weight, and their just degree of respect. “ Custom {0 whom cus-
tom is due--<honor to whom honor---fearte whom fear,” is the lesson
of Holy Writ. Ia a serious and religious point of view, we renounce
the “ vain pomp and glory of the world,” and we adopt, (let it be
hoped, in unequivocatiug simplicity of heart,) the deprecation of St.
Paul : « God forbid that 1 should glory, save inthe cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ I But itis one thing to be devoted to the world,—-to be
coslaved by its vanities;=-to give it that place of priority in our affecti-
ons which belongsto our God and Saviour alone ;—--aud it is arother,
surely, to comply reascuably ‘with the received order of things, and to
conform ourselves coutentedly to the course and distribution of humam
aifairs, through which, in our appointed stations, we must travel to
our eternal home. e are to * use this world” in short, although to
use “ as not abusing it.” It is idle, it is impossible, it is uneither the
dictate of wsiom nor the intestion of Providence that. we should cnt
down the conceras of life and the usages of this world to the precise
standand of what our recéss ties require, or what our philosophieal ab-
stractious misht approve ; and as Bt Paul cites occasionally the hea-
then poets, we may be pardoaed if we alduce upon this point the
language of the most giited awouy onr own i—- .

O reason not the need—our basest beggars

Are, in the poorest things, supeifluous:

Allow'nat natare more thit nature needs,

- Man’s lii'i.- is cheap as beasts'——"

It ‘s idle to disclaim npon the unmeaning nature of ontward solem-
uities, to ery eut wrainst the a.snreiiy of different eiistoms and em-
Llems and £rmatiies, w hielr but for thic associations with which they
have grown up, and the habit of the miud in regarding them, would
couvey, perhaps, no appropriate feeling—for while we are “in the
body,” we must be acted ipon by snch associations, must be guided,
to a certain desree, by the effect which external objects produce upon
our senscx. It is corrapt and wicked to subjngate the minds of men,
aud lead them  at wili by contrivance, which impose upon the scnses,
and throw:h thisx medium to exercise a dark and mysterions sway
over their consciences ; but it is prudent and right to preserve the
decornm of order and the revercice of authority; and in Whatever
capacity men appear before their fellow-creatures, to provide against
an nuscemly discordanee hetween the fioure which they ke, aud the
jrat which they are te snstain, A judicions and moederate atteation to
these poiuts has urguestiosahly a zood eficet upon the mauvners of a
people, and operates with a softening influence upon their general
deportment. It tends to promote those refiivments, and to preserve
those becoming restraints in the intercourse oi life, which may serve
as auxiliaries 1o the bestand highost purpeses; a coarse dis egarding
or stern contempt of whichis hurtful alike to the interests of society
and the forwation of private charvacter Fven iu the simplicity of primi-

* * Tt cannot reasonably be doubted, that. in the connsels of the divine mind
Civil Government, and the various things therefrom resltivg to human society,
were intended to subserve the cause of tliat religion which is his most beneficent
gift.  TFor is not a good system of Civil Government generuly necegsary to the
production and develcpient of the true Cliristian character 2 That gevernment
cannot be gaod in the highest sense which throws impediwents in the way of the
Gospel.  Does it not appear to be the duty of all politicians, legislators, and ru-
lers, to keep in view, in their acts affecting civil society, the kind of influence
those acts are caleulatd to have on the moral sensibifities of the human wind ?
Wonld it not be seund Christian as well as political wisdom, to adapt laws and
civil institutions to the best pessible methods of producing an open, manly, inge-
nuosus, kind, and benevelent d don, partaking as little of eringing meanness
and abject servility as of wsuboniisation and contempt of established authority, or
of artifiee, cunvir g deception and fiaud ? The suppesition appears reasoneble ;
and if the principle wore more attended to by statesmen, humau poveruments
night do much tewarks “ making ready*a people prepared for the Lord.” In




