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BLOCKING THESTRAITSOFBELLE
ISLE.

s an article went the

sdvornting & new et

bhicekinge the Stralts

< othoat an dmsmuense fow of unorthern
waler iz continually rushing into the Galt
¢l >t Lawrenee through the Strans,
while for somwe months the cold effects of
Bix current areasmomavated by the presence

oo blocks of dee, whose chilling in-

< t2ll all along the north shore of
The theory built upon this was
«wbd eurrent and the annual immer-
w ipelergs were diverted froma the
> Nt Lawrenee, the surrounding
stare would be materially raised,
Plsoof Aretie Hoods would no more

bue feit aluneg the shores of Quebes, vegeta-
tien woaid ke the place of sterility, and
Ayt tret of land, now lying idle and

Ao would be brought ander cul-

: u, awel prove a source of greal wealth
te the country. Farthermore, it was urged
1. ¢ almence of the current whieh now

he Gulf and ap the St Law-
it of 4 oreater influx from
ulf Streamn, which at cer-
casons of the vear, by the action of
e winds, 1s foreed into the Gulf of
‘1o Lawrence, the result beiny that, on
meirhbourning shores, as in Prince FEd-
wand's Loland, the temperature is high and
vegetativa Hourishes,  Finally, the writer
stites his eonviction that the St. Lawrence
wanth] pematn open all winter, as salt water
feir i mever seen in the Gulf or Straits of
1

3

Welle Jole unul the northern field ics is
close at bl when the siob ice begins to
forin.

This theory, which . has the werit of
boldness and ingenuity, received some at-
tentive throughout the country, and sev-
eral papers expressed themselves favour:
ably towards it But Hen Mr. Formis,
who 1 unquestionably our best authority
on the physical geography of the Guli of
the St Lawrence, as he i best nequainted
with onr Culf fisheries, has advanesd o
number of arguments against the project
whicli it may be worth while, onee for all,
to sunnnarvize. e denies the alleged in:

flucnce of the Gulf Streun ou the St Jaw.
rence Crulf, asserts that the Polar current

has but little effect on the Guli beyond the
east point of Anticosti, and maintains that
the blocking of the Stwmits of Belle lsle
would be attended with engineering dif-
ficulties that  would make its accomplish-
ment impossible. Tu a late number of the
Liverpool Deaily Post, the auther of the
scheme publishes a second article answer-

ing Dr. Forrixe o prove the intluenee of
the Giulf Stream on the Gulf, he indieates

the great rise of the temperture of the
water from 27 and 23 degrees in the Strlis
to 82 degrees near the mouth of the Gultl
To establish the effect of the Polar current
far west of Anticosti, e wddiices the ex-
prrience of mariners during the last forty
vears, who speak of a steady current set-
ting all along the nerth shore, even up to
Quebee itself, the etfect of this Aretie car-
rent being to freeze the water of the river
and to eanse winter to set tn at Quebee a
wmonth earlier than at Mentreal. This lat-
ter stafemeni will not be zenenlly aceepred
as o fucr, nor will the Jditterence of tem-
pusature beiween the two eities be attri-
huted the waier, there i‘viﬂg wther
meteorvlomieal  enuses easily  assiznable.
Thiz discusston, however, would lead us
too far, and we must leave it fur another
i As tothe work of blocking the
Straits, the writer insists that, aceonding to
hizh  engineering authority. 3t s quite
teasibie. The caly detriment might be
the cost, but the question remains whether
the result would not justify the outiay,
Of course, 1 not expectind that the pro-
ject will be faken up wt onee, wnd nnean-
rme nothing but zeed cen come of o fall

i 2
discussion for and aganst it
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ASTRONGMICAL THEGRY,

That man s always entitded to respeet
and attention whe thinks for hinself, and
who, while he conps before the world
in the bravery of his opin has the
srave to temper his beldness with a cor
tain show of wodesty. O these is Mz
Drovann Macposaen of this eity, author
of & pampblet entitied = The Heavenly
dnlies: How  They Move, and What
Moves Then” We confess that we x;lx:uud
the work with a swile of inereduality, and
read its initlal pages tn s spirit of hestile
eriticism, but aitera caretul porusil of the
whole, ‘and a rehearsal ‘of the prineipal
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passages, our opintonr of the author and hisj

theory was very materially alered.  Of
the former we may say that he iz a skilful
writer, master of ddigmatic English, clear
and coneise in exposition, aud al times
really eloquent. Asa merely literary unn,
Mr. Macnoxann may at onee claim high
runk.  Of his theory, it s, of course, im-
passible to speak in detail within the nar-
now spice of an editorind article, amd it 1=
still less within our attributions to enter
1nto an argument abont it. We mnst con-
fine ourselves t a summary, which mayus
well ‘be drawn from the asthor himself,
thus giving the readeran idea of bis me
thod.  According to him “the sun v e
capital of the solur system, and cach plenet
is but a provines: of thatsysten, and these
provinees, 55 well us the sun, are separated
from each other by an unfathomable sea of
medium,  The heat of the sun causes the
motion of ths medium ; the motion of the
medium causes the sun to revelve on its
axis, ns well as the planets.  The revolu-
tion of the sun on its axis comnunicates
a second maotion to the medivm, cansing
it to revolve. The medium revolving,
carries the planets o their orbits around
the sun. By one grand Iaw, the sun, in
consequence of its magnitude and the in-
tensity of its heal, maintains itself in a
central position, and exercisesan influence
nearly equal in every direction. Tho sun
is'not only the eapital of the solar system,
but it is- likewise the throne on which is
seated in. roynl magnificence. thit great
Fire King who raies the motions of the
planets by his heat, calls into existence
all the ipherent properties of matter, in-
cluding that of gravity itself, and performs
all the wonderful phenomena we se¢ in the
world.” R :

The theory of a medivm in space forms
the nuecleus of the author’s reasoning, aml
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the bultk of the work isdevoted te itsalu-
citlution. It is not claimed as original,
but traced to Sir Isaae Nuwrox himself,
so that while astronomers and physicists
will attack the writer for oppoesing the
prince of philosophers’ great law of attme-
tion, he will be able to quote Newrox in
his vwn favour. For ourselves, we are not
prepared to aceept all the statements of
this pamphlet, and there are several of the
illustrations that we do not well under-
stand, for whivh rcason we shall bo pleased
to see them meore. fully discussed by gpe-
cialists. but the theory is ingenious awd not
tntrinsically hmprobable, while many of
the branches of argument appear satisfae-
tery.  The account of the creation of the
world, hoewever, is tanfastic, and  not
being really attached to the subject, migit
be omitted, as perhaps the only portion
that 1s clearly fallacious. To make a ma-
tertal entitv of that which is & metaphyvsi-
cal neative ix amuasing : and when our an
thor divides Nzht from darkness {n this
sense, he recnrs o that Hteral interpreta
tionn of a Diblical phewe worh s the
greatest stumbding Lloek o the way ot
credible axegusis,  With this exceptivn,
wie comnend the new patphlet to the at-
tention of all retlective and  progressive
!‘:'thlz_“m,

- —————— o omsn.

At owe feed inelined to sayv today abat
the new Soviery that i Yesngs formed in
Montreal i that the tithe which has heen

sugmrested I an fncorreet one, seeing that

a Canadian nativn doez not exist in fact,d
althongh this Domindon may be rankid we

W progressive nationality, A\ feeling of
individuality a5 o community may e pro-
per enough, annenizing with oursepamise
institutions and not at all ineumpatblb
with our alleginnee o the Enpive, b
that does not make the utle of © Capadian
National Soviety 7 a desirable coe, as @t
will be evident that it might very easily
be made Lo stonifv o great ded nore thay
1t 13 the present intention of 188 promoters

thut it <hendd dee  Dominion Assoria-
tion 7 would b better, we tedieve, Such

not hve

sonnd whitever the pure-

a =ociety, when orgabized, cendd

O st
puses with which it mighi by clurged.o.
and there 1s surely an abnndanee of sovial
wurk o be done) aud fiehls white unie
harvest, if we will only oo guiet spieit
permit our eves o buhiold theme—the new
athering of honest subjects and citizens
mxght— never to be allowed o !.I~~g~.~lx',.‘t‘;lh'
into u political party or to take the shapn
of a abal of any =ort ordiseripton

Ocr American peighbonrs may well ke
to heart the Joss of theie vy ship Moo,
amd  thongl, ws wsual they show a brave
spirit under the eirewtnatanees, we think
semething more even than that s pesded,
Our contertpovary, the Trile, gives what
it calls the aversge man's opinton. The
average man is an excellent produecr anid
consumer, hut it is the opiniot of the ex.
pert we want in this ease, A wollchosen
commiss<ion of naval architects wnd navi-
gators would very soon bring to us wore of
what we want to know than all the news-
papers;in the nien coull do without
their aild. Do, please, et us have the
voiee of the expert, it oniy once, fora
cliange. ~Naval architecture amd the rules
of seamutiship are watters of universal con-
cern.

Now that the clection in Quebee Kast
has terminated, it is to be hoped that the
unusual animoesity whicld it gave rise Lo
will be allowed to subside, and "that all
will return to g feeling of good fellowship,
The probabilities in favour of Houn. Mr.
Lavnier, which we stated two weeks agn,
have been fultitled. . Now that his seat at
the . Cabinet Board as Mintsier of Tnland
Revenne is. secured, we are certain that
wven his adversaries are prepared to offer
him their sineere. congrtulations, as we
hereby do ours.: © An opportunity is hence-
forth set-before him of applying his talents
o a wholesome administration, and of
establishing hims=elf as one of the real
leaders of his party.
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- Decexser 8, 1877.

We are wmtitied to find that our esti”
mate of the American press, in respoct of
the Visheries Awanl, has nol beon belied,
The Iurge majority of the intluentinl papers
of the United States urge the prempt pay-
ment of the money, and many adduce tlhe
generous exatuple of Great Britain, insim-
ilar cases, us one that it would he gracious
to imitate, We are no less pleased to sew
the Londen Pines diseussing the guestion
in an unusualiy lvge spiril, with a know-
ledge of this Canadian topic rather foreign
to its normal moeod. It particularly in-
sists that the Award should g no wise got
entangled with a bid for Heeiproeity, and
i this sentinent we fully agree,

PERIODICAL LITERATITRE.

Not sufliciently apprecinted, but altogethe
worthy of attention, aw porhaps the best test ol
carrent iterary progress iu tirest Brivan, the
United Sates Mx«{l Canada, are the guantity and
quality of the periedical pross,  We o plirpose
maksing a bricf review of everd of thow pah.
trations, divided noder thee tao ;x;v‘:::'n-p,x‘%;d-'
Licadingg vt lhustraied atsd non-sllostiated.
quality it may e gesstadly remarked that thiess
prrisadtods represent the fighest calture as die
played in guy natisn of the soutinent,
te totm T ouly one not vet
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Thirvare fow bnsdanoes of such
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Py, of New York SOenVET I8 a0 we bropae
stght at the hegdnning of svery wonthe ) s
valent pamphiet i 3t rsers puge . Mueh pes
Hanee hay been paaced, frony the fuvt, cuits il
hstrations, vspectadly in the middeumtner and
holiday mnmbers, shich are abwavs palpitating
with fnterest. Sesiduee's hon miade papid head-
way in Eogland, which may b ser down an s
additionad tribatte o itx saeellenes, 11 o the
rure advantage of being weder the dire 1 oedis
torial magement of Do Helland, who alsa
one of its proprietors. He thos takes a Jdonbie
interest it - Bestdes his own worka which are
hest cantributed to ity coltitang, b has chanze of
aovery miponant department, dstributed inte
Topies of the Thne, The (Hd Cabivet, Home and
Society, Unltire and Progress, and The Warlid's
Work,  They are as murl sought for as the
regular contributions,

Hats off {0 the searlet igure of St Nidoday,
patron of the young owues, The wmagazine of this
name, published by Scribner & Co., Now York,
isnow sent forwand to the number of one hun-
drid thowand, and yet it is only three yeirs
oll. Tt is impossible to write an wond of exagger-
ation in_respect to” this exqmsite  pablication,
It i posttively thie best magnzine of its kind in
the worbl. The illustmtions are the work of the
hest artists in the United States, and we appre-
hend the demand for themn bas developed the
Intent talent of many new designers aud sketeh.
ers, hoth wale and femiale, . The letter-press is
inuniform keeping with-the artistic department,
and ity anceess iy ehielly due to the editor, Mary
Maples Dodge, nn author who requires no intro-
duction to our readers.  We need scarcely add
that St Nichales s anve of still further appreci-
ation, il it simply maintaing its present. stand.
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and, to say uothing of Tubure Buprovements,




