SINCLAIR'S MONTHLY CIRCULAR, AND LITERARY GAZETTE.

79

with them lost four killed and nine wounded; and of tho Tartar population
thirteen were Kkilled -and cleven wounded. Selim Pacha, an Egyptian, com-
manding a brigade, was among the slain. The Russians left 460 dcad—and, if
the snowstorm on the night of the 19th found them on the march, or unsheltered,
they must have suffered severe loss.

Yor some time & cordon of Russian cavalry had surrounded Eupatoria. A
depot of provisions and military stores had been collected there, and a garrison
from theTurkish arniy on the Danube under Omer Pacha; but their great defi-
ciency was in cavalry, the scanty nwinber of which barely enabled them to
furnish the necessary videttes. Whilein Constantinople, I was glad to hear
that 4000 cavalry were soon to be despatched to Enpatoria; in an action taking
place on the plains between that town and Sebastopol, victory would almost cer-
tainly remain with the side which was strongest in that arm.

During the carly part of the siege the garrison of Scbastopol had never dis-
played any great degree of enterprise, thongh they had stood well to their guns,
and worked diligently at their defences.  But on the night of the 224 of February
they scized on a hill about four hundred yards from the advanced trench held by
the French in front of Inkermann, and began to construct a battery there. All
the redoubts now crected on the hattle-ficld of the 5th of November were garrison-
od by the French, who had also constructed some very well-finished Jines
extending from the batteries opposite the Inkermann Lights, around the face
of the slopes looking towards the Round Tower, in which direction approaches
had been pushed to (he advanced trench in question, whicl wasat a considerable
distance from the redoubts.

Being in the trenches of our right attack on the 23d, T had a good view of this
new Russian work. A row of gabions had been filled, and a sccond placed on
the top of a small bill between the Round Tower and the French trenches he-
fore Inkermann; and a few men were employed in working behind the hill,
which hid them from the French. It was evident that the latter could not permit
the work to proceed unmolested, and an attack was ordered for the same night.

At an hour after midnight, 2500 French infantry, consisting of a battalion
of Zouaves, and one cach of the line and of marines, sallicd from the trenches;
and the two latter remaining in support, the Zouaves advanced without firing,
to the foot of the eminence on whi(,?h the battery was posted. The Russians
were prepared, and received them with a volley from the work in front, and
from a line of infantry extended on cach side to flank the approach. The
Zouaves returned the fire, and pressed on, and a combat of musketry and bayo-
nets cosued, which lasted for an hour. During this time the Russian batteries
opened against the hill, firing shot, shell, and rockets, without intermission.
The. French succeeded at one time in entering the work, and driving out its
defenders, but were checked by the Russian support, which were posted behind
the bill in great strcnfth, cvidently in expectation of an attack ; and the Zouaves,
after suffering severcly, retreated, bringing withthem General Monet desperately
wounded. They ‘had fiftcen officers killed and wounded, out of the nineteen
lost in sll by the French, whose loss in men was variongly stated at from threo
to five hundred.

It wag rumoured and expected for some days afterwards, that the French
would make another cffort to take the hill. The Russians placed riflemen
behind the work they had thrown up, and in asmall enclosure of loose stones
near it, who exchanged a brisk fire with the French tirailleurs in the advanced
trench, but without much damage to either side. The attack was not renewed
b‘)r’ethe French, and tho enemy proceeded to complete the work unmolested. The
French, however, sallied from their lines on two or three successive nights upon
the rifle-pits occupied by the Russiang towards Inkermann, and on one occasion
drove out the occupants of the pits and repulsed the troops supporting them; but
neglecting to destroy or occupy the pits themselves, the Russians returned to
them when the French withdrew.

At the beginning of March the winter seemed to have departed, leaving only
afew cold days lingering in scattered order, in its rear. The health of the
troops was steadily improving ; they were in comparative comfort, and their
* labours were lightened. New batterics, admirably constructed, were in course
of completion, far in advance of those used in the first attack, and connected
with them by long lines of trenches. Guns for arming them were in our siege
depot, those damaged by the long-continued fire were replaced by others, and
we had lent a number to the French. Inkermann was not only defended against
a second assanit like that of the 5th' of November, but was now the most
strongly intrenched point of our position. Finally, the supply of ammanition
necessary for reopening a ‘genera.l and sustained cannonmf:a was being fast ac-
cumulated, while the fire of the enemy, who but lately had returned ten shots for
one, was materially slackened.

A Russian steamer, armed with two heavy guns, had for a long time been

anchored near the head of the harbour, at o point from whence she could fire | P

towards Inkermann, and had frequently annoyed our working parties there.
. ‘Onthe night of the 6th, the embrasures of three guns in our battery facing In-
. kermann . Lights, 1800 yards from the ship, weré unmasked, and shot heated.
At day-break the guns o ened ; the first shot passed over the vessel, and did
not attract the notice of the sentry who was pacing the deck—the second struck
the water near, when he jumped on the paddﬁa-box and alarmed the crew. Seven
or eight shot struck her, and demaged her machinery so much that, though the
steam was got up, the paddles dit not revolve, and she was warped round into
the shelter of a neighbouring point. Her crew immediately left her, and she
was careened over for repair. deserter told us that three men were killed and
threc wounded on board.

On the 9th a telegraphic despatch was received at tho British head-quarters,
stating that the Emperor of Russia had died on the 2d, with the words appendcd,
* This may be relied on as authentic.” The news spread rapidly through the
camp, and, notwithstanding its rising nature, it was at once believed.

Next day the French Gene recef?e? adespatch to the same offect from & dif-
ferent source.

By the construction of the lines and batteries at Inkermann the Allies had to
agreat_extent cficcted the object of enclosing the defensive works south of the
Great Haurbour. In front of the Round Tower (called by the Russians Malakoff),
and to the right of our right attack, was a hill of the form of a truncated conc,
nearly as elevated as that on which the Round Tower stands, known by us as.
Gordon’s Hill, and by the French as the Mammelon. It had been intended that
the French should obtain possession of this hill under cover of a cross-fire, from
our right attack and_ the left Inkermann batterics, upon the ground behind it:
and that works should be constructed on it, which, at about five hundred yards,
would Dbear on the works of Malakoff and the Redan. This design was antici-
pated by the enemy, who, on the morning of the 11th, were found to have
seized on the hill during the night, and commenced a battery there. A fire of
shells from our right attack drove their working parties out, and prevented them
from making much progress by day; but thoug’]l the fire was continued at night,
ilt.s ]cﬂ'cct was too uncertain to prevent the enemy from working there during the
darkness. .

At seven oclock on the evening of the 14th, Captain Craigie, R. E., was
rettirning up a ravine from the trenches with a party of sappers, and was already
at a great distance, when a stray missile came through the air towards them.
He remarked, “here comes a shell,” and at the moment it burst above them.
All put up their arms to shicld their heads from falling splinters; when they
looked round, Craigic was lying dead,~a picce of the shell had gone through -
his side into his heart. The sappers bore him to his tent, many of them strongly
affected, for he was a great favouarite with his men.

In the middlc of M%xrch tho French connected their lines at Inkermann with
those of our right attack by parallels, the advanced one passing in front of the
Mammelon at less than five hundred yards from it; thus rendering the line of
intrenchment continuous (except where the great ravine interru]pted it) from the
battery opposite Inkermann Lights, on our extreme right, to the French works
on the left, which enclose the salients defending the town. Facing the advane-
ed parallel between it and the Mammelon was a row of Russian rifle-pits, dis-
tant from tho French less than a hundred yards, which caused great annoyance
to the guards in the trench. At the request of our allics, a 24-pounder in our
right attack was directed on the pits, and the second shot picreing & small work
erected o shelter, several rificmen, called by the Frenclg, a gabionade, its occu-
pants, to the number of eight, ran away, escaping uninjured through the fire of
musketry poured on them from the French parallel ; but they came back in the
night. Next day I wasin a new mortar-battery we had erected in front of the
light division watching the practice from our right attack against the Mamme-
lon, when the colonel of the 5th regiment of French infantry, leaving his horse
in the battery, walked down to the trenches, not by the ordinary path of the
ravine, which affords shelter all the way, but over the hill; as ho approached the
lines he was shot dead by a rifleman from the pits. On the night of the 17th,
about nine o'clock, it being very dark, a furious fire of musketry was opencd
from the French lines, and for upwards of an hour incessant volleys showed se-
veral thousand men to bo engaged. The whole camp was on the alert, and the
staff-officers despatehed from the French and English headquarters to ascertain
the cause, brought word that it was arenewed attack bi the French on the
Russian rifile-pits ; and in the morning we heard that the French had taken
them—nevertheless, at daylight the Russian sluu-%shooters were at their old post.
The French were snid to have lost upwards of a hundred men, and next night
they bombarded the town from cight o’clock till midnight, inflicting great loss
on the garrison, according to the report of a deserter. .

On the 19th, a deserter broughtintelligence that Menschikoff was dead. Next
day another corroborated the intelligence, and added thot Admiral Istamin had
been killed in the Mammelon by a shell. Ho also told us that the Russian bat-
teries had been forbidden to fire, in fact, they did not fire for two days. .

On the 20th, Sir John Burgoyne, who had hitherto been charged with the chief
conduct of the siege-works, left the army, for the purpoese of resuming his duties
in England as Inspector-general of Fortifications. His successor, General Jones,
had arrived some time before. On this day we reccived the English ({mpers up
to the 5th, containing the original despatches announcing the Czar's death, the
remarks thereon in Parliament, and the leading articles speculating on the new
aspect which the war and the pending negotiations might assume when so im«
portant an actor had been suddenly removed.

CHAP. XIX.—~THE BURIAL TRUCE.

The advanced trenches of our right attack met the advanced parallel of the
French in front of the Mammelon in the ravine, which at this pointis broken by
the numerous small quarries, or rather commencements of quarrics. The ravine,
assing on through the intrenchment, swecps round to the left between our
attacks and Malakoff, and runs into the great ravine of Sebastopol.

A night-attack in great forco was made by the Russians on the 22d, caused, as
was afterwards reported, by the return of the Grand-duke Michzel to the fortress.
The principal body of the assailants advanced up the ravine aforesaid, and along
the ground in front of the Mammelon, occupicd during the day by their riflemen,
whilo others, crossing theravine, entered the advanced trenches of our right. and
left attacks. An Albanian, who had frequently headedsorties from the garrison,
led tho encmy assailing our right. Tho night was_extremely dark, witha
strong southerly wind blowing towards the enemy, and assisting to conceal their
approach, Leaping into the trench, they wore at first taken for Frenchmen,
a.ng greeted as suoh; but the nearcst man of ours being bayoneted, the working
party occupying the trench perceived their error, and, seizing their arms, at
once met the assailants. The Greek leader of the Russians shot Captain Browne,
of the 7th Fusiliers, with his pistol, and was immediately killed himself. Captain
Vicars, 9th, forming his men, called on them to charge, and they leaped over
the parapet, drove back the cnomy, and pursued them down the slope, w;hgm
Vicars fell mortally wounded. The Russians took with them our men’s in-



