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stopped wvith a larsli creak, my uncle and aunit > of a profound bow to le
still, witl tleir tocs pointed for the next then returned to greet

ttep, and Cato pnslied through the servants, almost waited in the hall, the n
sweeping the piccaninny from Chloe's arins, in impatience. He spoke a
lis niad haste to reach the door. Every eye was uncle, who directly led ti

bent in tlat direction. $ I was standing a little
A til, handsoie young man entered, muflied puzzling my memory to-

More than the season required, in a large travelling pression of the gentlemna
ePloak, and leaning on his arm a young female,- cd familiar to me. M
slight and graceful she scemed, but her step was and with a smile bade
timuid, and as sho met the gaze of so many en- was riglit glad in my lhe
quiring eyes, she drew the riding hood closely desire to sec the bride's
round lier face, and clung trembling to lier com- wisled us to be present a
Panion's ari. He whispered a word as if to re- riage, the bridal pair lia
asure lier, and then asked for President W., with with them. When we
Whom lie iad urgenf business. were already standing b

Every one of us in an instant comprehended the book, nor ring, nor forma
scene. My îuncle is often called upon to perfori but in a silence almost
the marriage ceremony, for being a magistrate lie hear those few words-so
lias a legal riglit to do so; and there arc many ing -wlich were about
Persons wlio still maintain the old puritan notion, which death alone coul
that marriage is strictly but a civil contract, and thrown back lier riding h
weho therefore prefer the services of a justice to emotion, and trembled so
those of a clergyman on such occasions. The was forced to throw his a
laws of New Hampshire do not require either support lier. I now sa
Pliisliment or certificate of banns to render time, and with what pa
the contract legal ; but in Massacliusetts, our that of a most dearly
custom of posting the names of the parties, puts happiness I had taken th
a secret marriage out of the question. My uncle's with whom I had often r
minansion stands on the boundary lino of the two very man, who now stood
provinces, and is mighty convenient for such fugi- With an cagerness whi
tives as have a mind to give their friends tic slip, to commit some folly, I s
and think they are discreet enough to manage as my uncle commenced,
their own love affairs in their own way; 8o my claimned:
uncle is often obliged,-sometimes sorely against " Lucy Gray, what ma
his botter judgment,-to unite a runaway couple. here "

Now here was a little romance enacting, without Her lover turned an
doubt; the bearing of the fugitives betrayed their could annihilate me, but
secret; they were net of a common clas evidently, well did I now remembe
neither would any young people from the country of Lucy, and she, poor gi
round choose such an unseasonable hour for their eyes to me, and sank ba
nuptials. AU of us were in a state of charming insensibility. I thought
Oxcitement; but unwilling to embarrass the never saw any one faint
straIlgers, we turned away, and suffered them to fright I began to pull o
POa in unoberved. seized a tankard of cold,

'The President, in the meanwhile, was placed in her face.
rather a falso position, and felt his dignity some- This was enough to bri
'what compromised, at being thus surprised in the had they left her more en
act Of dancing before a crowd of young people, eyes opened, and a faint
wlhen his services were required in the capacity of over her checeks. She 1
a grave justice. But lis dignifiod self-possession can scarcely fancy .any
never deert. him, neitler docs lis somewlat pre- beautiful tlun she is, and
c"O gallanitry, and to no wonian is lie more galiant sensitive nature, se affe

an to his wifo; perhaps no one exacts it more. It is strange how lie wa
80 he handed my aunt to her seat with grave leavo alhome where ale
frmaity, not omitting the usual ceremony thefortunesofthaIsternl

r stately courtesy; and
the y people who
an evidenitly vitl ruich

few low words to my
e way to his library.
apart with cou-in Tom,

recall som ietinct in-

n, for lis featur s(eil-
y uncle p alon,
us both follow Lim-. I
art, for 1 iad a

face; and I k he
s witnesses to the niar-

ving broughlt no friei-
entered the rooni, they
efore my uncle; neitheir
1 ritual, were required;
chilliig, they waited tio

brief, but full of mean-
to link theni in a bond
d sever. The girl had
ood ; she 'Vas pale witl
violently that her lover
ra around her waist to
w ber face for the first
inful surprise. It was
loved friend, in whose
e warmest interust, and
emonstrated against this
so proudly by lier side.

ch is always Ieading me
prang towards lier, just
his exordium, and ex-

dness has brought you

grily, looking as if he
I cared not for hîji-
r ii. I thought only
i, just lifted lier sweet
ck in a state of partial

she was dying, for I
before, and in a great

ff her hood, while Tom
rater and dashed it over

ng back lier senses, even
tirely; and directly lier
colour began to sprcad

ooked very lovely; one
being more delicately

ilshe has such a gentie,
ctionate and confidinge
s ever wrouglt upon to
was idolized, to follow
ooking mn! I begged


